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Back in Business 
------- 

GPA reopening 

The Georgia Ports Authority team has been working with local, state, national, and international 

partners to re-open the Savannah River channel as soon as possible.  Partners include U.S Army 

Corps of Engineers Savannah District, the U.S Coast Guard, International Longshoremen 

Association, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the Georgia Environmental Management 

Agency, Georgia Power and Governor Nathan Deal.  No specific time has been announced, but 

CEMA will continue to provide updates the situation since GPA is vital to Chatham County and 

the region. 

 

----- 

EDUCATION 

 Savannah Chatham County Public School System will be closed until Monday October 

17, 2016.   

 Armstrong State University, Chief of Staff Dr. Amy Heaston indicates, “We have 

significant debris on some of our campus thoroughfares.”   “There are still some interior 

inspections to be done, therefore our assessment is not yet completed.” Classes will not 

resume until at least Wednesday.  Additional information will be provided once the Crisis 

Response Team is prepared to move forth.  

 All Savannah Technical College classes are canceled Monday, October 10 and Tuesday, 

October 11.  Classes will resume on Wednesday, October 12 unless otherwise 

announced.    

 Savannah State University Emergency Response and Planning has determined the 

campus will not reopen before Tuesday.  

https://simba.savannahstate.edu/students.alert.aspx 

----- 

Savannah-Hilton Head International Airport 

https://simba.savannahstate.edu/students.alert.aspx


Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport will be fully operational, and prepared for customers 

and the resumption of commercial air service Monday, October 10, 2016. Please check with the 

airlines directly for schedules and to confirm reservations. 

As soon as it is possible for customers to safely travel to the airport, and pending authorization 

from state and local authorities to reopen the roadways, the Airport is hoping to have parking and 

rental car services available later today, Sunday, October 9, 2016. 

The parking decks are clear and there was no debris or flooding from the storm. Please follow us 

on Twitter @fly_SAV and Facebook for more information as it becomes available concerning 

access to the airport. 

---- 

Chatham County Board of Commission will be closed on Monday, October 10.  Offices and 

services are expected to resume Tuesday, October 11.  Unless conditions deteriorate, the Board 

of Commission will meet at 9:30am on Tuesday followed by the pre-meeting at 9:00 am in the 

Green Room, 124 Bull Street.   

The Judicial State of Emergency continues through the close of business Tuesday.  This included 

all Chatham County courts.    

 ------- 

HEALTH  

Awaiting Response from STJ  

Memorial Health  

All elective surgeries and procedures (ACI, imaging, etc.) scheduled for Sunday, October 9, and 

Monday, October 10, have been postponed. All MHUP offices will be closed on Monday. We 

anticipate to resume full operations beginning Tuesday October 11.  Please contact your 

physician, provider directly for more information.  

 ------- 

CEMA is currently awaiting more information about openings of other major employers in the 

County.  Other businesses and corporations will reopen once it is safe to do so given the limited 

utilities.   

------ 

For those re-entering Chatham County.  Please be mindful that positive identification is 

required for re-entry during Phase III for residents, property and business owners.   

If you have evacuated, please be aware that re-entry Phase III will be effective at 5:00 pm today.   



Please be mindful that once re-entry is allowed, checkpoint security will likely ask those 

attempting to regain access to show a valid state-issued photo ID. If your driver’s license does 

not have a Chatham County address, you will need some type of documentation to prove you 

have reason or interest to enter the impacted area. 

 

Types of documentation to validate the need for re-entry include but are not limited to driver’s 

license or state issued identification with an address in the impacted area, property deed, recent 

utility bill verifying address, current voter registration card, recent property tax statement, 

business credential or pay stub from local business. 

 


