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On October 6, 2016, the Honorable Michael L. Karpf, Chief Judge or the Superior Court of the 

Eastern Judicial Circuit issued an order of Declaration of Judicial Emergency. The order was 

effective from noon Thursday October 6, 2016 and extended through Sunday October 9, 2016. 

It is the intent of Judge Karpf to issue an order on Monday October 10, 2016 extending the 

Declaration of Judicial Emergency through Tuesday October 11, 2016. The Declaration of 

Judicial Emergency suspends, tolls and extends all deadlines or other filing requirements in both 

civil and criminal cases. 

Therefore, the courts of Chatham County will be closed for business Monday October 10th and 

Tuesday October 11th, 2016. Those persons subpoenaed for juror services starting Monday 

October 10th will need to call the Juror Information Line starting Tuesday evening for further 

instruction. Jurors currently serving on cases who were directed to return to court on Monday 

October, 10th are now directed to call the Juror Information Line Tuesday evening for further 

instruction. The Juror Information Line is 912-652-7169. 

All cases currently scheduled to start on Monday October 10, 2016 or Tuesday October 11, 

2016 will be rescheduled. New court dates will be assigned in the days following this 

emergency and notices will be sent to the respective parties and/or their attorneys. 

All court personnel are to return to work at 8:00 a. m. Wednesday October 12, 2016 unless 

instructed to return earlier by their supervisor. 



This Declaration of Judicial Emergency Order only applies to the courts of the State of Georgia 

within the Eastern Judicial Circuit (Chatham County). Those persons with business before the 

U. S. District Court, the U. S. Magistrate Court or the U. S. Bankruptcy Court are directed to 

seek further guidance from those courts. Those persons with court business in adjoining 

counties are directed to follow the instructions issued out of those counties. 

Since Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast the preservation of court records has 

become the subject of many within our community. I assure everyone that the records of the 

local courts survived Hurricane Matthew unscathed. The Superior Court records, to include 

your land ownership records, are backed up digitally each night to data warehouses in Atlanta 

and Denver. 


