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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF CHATHAM COUNTY, GEORGIA, HELD ON FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 2007, IN THE
COMMISSION MEETING ROOM ON THE SECOND FLOOR OF THE CHATHAM
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, LEGISLATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING, 124
BULL STREET, SAVANNAH, GEORGIA.

I.   CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Pete Liakakis called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m., Friday, March 9, 2007.

============

II.  INVOCATION

Commissioner Dean Kicklighter introduced Father Pat O’Brien, who gave the Invocation.

============

III.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  

============

IV.  ROLL CALL

The Clerk called the roll.

Present: Pete Liakakis, Chairman
Dr. Priscilla D. Thomas, Vice Chairman, District Eight
B. Dean Kicklighter, Chairman Pro Tem, District Seven
Helen L. Stone, District One
James J. Holmes, District Two
Patrick Shay, District Three
Patrick K. Farrell, District Four
Harris Odell, Jr., District Five
David M. Gellatly, District Six
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Also present: Russell Abolt, County Manager
Jonathan Hart, County Attorney
Sybil E. Tillman, County Clerk

==========

V. PROCLAMATIONS AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

Chairman Liakakis did Kim Pelote — is she — ?    Kim, would you come forward please.  I would
like to introduce one of the outstanding talents not only here in Savannah, but around the country,
who has won many awards and all for her great singing, and Kim Pelote graciously accepted to
come here to dedicate a song to our Grand Marshal and the Committee.  

In honor of Grand Marshal John Burke, Ms. Kim Pelote sang a beautiful rendition of “Danny Boy”
a cappella.

Chairman Liakakis said, thank you very much.  John [Burke], she rearranged her schedule to
come up here to dedicate that song to you.  And now we have another treat.  We’d like to call on
some Irish dancers to perform in honor of you also, John [Burke].

Two Irish dances were performed for the Grand Marshal and the audience.

Chairman Liakakis asked, would you come up and identify yourself and the other dancers to the
audience?

Ms. Maureen Prouty said, this is Erin and Kristin Moore.  They are six and seventh graders at St.
Peter the Apostle and we are part of the Irish Dance of Savannah.  My name is Maureen Prouty.
 My mom is Leslie Prouty, so most of you know me.  Anyway, so we just performed two reels for
you and we’ll be at Tara Feis tomorrow, so come see us.

Chairman Liakakis said, thanks a lot.

1. PROCLAMATION FOR JOHN BURKE, 2007 ST. PATRICK’S DAY GRAND
MARSHAL (CHAIRMAN LIAKAKIS).

Chairman Liakakis said, boy, here we go again.  The greatest parade in the country.  You know,
they say New York’s the greatest parade, but we had an Irish minister here a couple of different
years, and I think we have another Irish minister coming in this year, but one of the Irish ministers
told me that we celebrate more — St. Patrick’s Day here in Savannah than they do in Ireland, and
we have more festivities with the different functions from the Irish organizations in our community,
the Savannah Irish Festival and many other things and, of course, to top it off, the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade.  And a thing for everybody to know, this is not just the largest parade in the country
— of course, New York number one — but we are the largest parade in the entire world — the
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second largest parade in the entire world now, and we’re really proud of that.  And what has been
predicted that could be as many as 700,000 people watching the parade tomorrow [sic], which
will put in somewhere between $25,000,000 and $36,000,000 into the economy.  It’s wonderful.
People come from all over this country to see our parade and our festivities that we have, and
we’ve got a great Parade Committee and I’m happy, honored and proud to be a long-time
member of the Parade Committee and, as you can see, we have their officers and their executive
staff here today, and we do appreciate that.  And what I’d like to do right now is come out.  We’ve
got a couple of proclamations this morning and, of course, I’ll come out there for the first one.  

Commissioner Farrell said, welcome, Joe Welch.  I’m glad you could make it today.  Good to see
you.

Chairman Liakakis said, okay, I’m sure most of you saw it, you know, in the newspaper and of
course on television that we have a great Savannahian, a great Irishman who has been elected
the Grand Marshal of this year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade, and many of you might know about his
history, all the great things that he’s done in our community.  He served on the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Committee for many years in many capacities and all, and they’re really proud of him.
And what I’d like to do right now is read this proclamation.  Chairman Liakakis read the
proclamation as follows:

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, one of the highest honors to be bestowed upon an Irish Catholic in
Chatham County is to be elected Grand Marshal of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade;
today we salute with great pride the 2007 Grand Marshal, John Burke; and

WHEREAS, Chatham County is privileged to have among its citizenry many fine
sons and daughters of Ireland that have made many notable contributions to
Chatham County.  Their illustrious ancestry have given to Chatham County their
labor, their love, and their dedication; and

WHEREAS, John Burke moved to Savannah in 1953 after honorably serving our
Country in the United States Marine Corps and has served on the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Committee for more than twenty years and is a member of the Friendly
Sons of St. Patrick; and

WHEREAS, his columns on hunting, fishing and the outdoors have appeared in
the Savannah Morning News for more than forty-five years.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Pete Liakakis, Chairman, on behalf of the Chatham
County Board of Commissioners, do hereby proclaim Friday, March 9, 2007 as:

GRAND MARSHAL JOHN BURKE DAY 
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in Chatham County and salute him for having this prestigious title bestowed upon
him and feel assured that Irish eyes will be smiling as he leads the 183  St.rd

Patrick’s Day Parade.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of
Chatham County, Georgia to be affixed this the 9  day of March 2007.      th

                                                                
Pete Liakakis, Chairman
Chatham County Commission

ATTEST:
                                                                
Sybil E. Tillman, Clerk

Chairman Liakakis said, John [Burke], I want you to know we did a proclamation for you for your
sash this past Sunday, but this is being videoed live all over our community, and right now we’ll
also have that shown again for three more times, so we want the citizens of Savannah to see how
proud we are of John Burke, and I present this to you on behalf of the Chatham County
Commission.  In addition to that, John [Burke], we have here the key to the County and, of course,
you know, many citizens love you for all the things that you have done, but some of the doors
might not have been opened, so we are offering to you today on behalf of the Chatham County
Commission the key to the County.  
Mr. Burke said, thank you.  Thank you very much.  This is really wonderful.  That beautiful
rendition of “Danny Boy” was exceptional and the dances.  I’m looking forward tomorrow to seeing
them at the Tara Feis.  I would like to take this moment to tell you that this honor is by far the
greatest honor I have ever received.  I feel very humble and very thankful.  Savannah and
Chatham County and the State of Georgia has been very good to me since I have moved here
and I’ve loved every bit of it in the Irish community.   I would like to introduce you to those who are
going to be with me in the parade.  First of all — I’ve forgot him a couple of times — is my priest
and my good long-time friend and my chaplain, Father Patrick O’Brien.  My two grandsons,
Stephen and John Swinson, who couldn’t be here today.  Stephen is a student at Benedictine.
John is working and couldn’t make it today.  But the rest of my aides, I would like to take my
brother-in-law and my old Marine Corps buddy, William F. “Billy” Hodges, his son David Hodges,
and Danny Powers, who’s married to my niece.  We’ve kind of keeping all this in the family now.
Certainly not last [sic], but my very good friend and long-time friend, Danny NeSmith.  This
parade, which has been stated will be the largest that’s ever been put on the streets of Savannah
in 183 history.  I think that says an awful lot for the Parade Committee, what the Irish community
and what the community in general has done to put Savannah on the map.  When I first joined
this Parade Committee back in I think it was ‘79 or ‘80, the only funds that were available to put
this parade on the street were those that were derived from donations from the businesses.
There wasn’t an awful lot of money to do it.  A program came into existence in 1982.  It was
decided that producing revenue for this thing and since that time that parade has grown from a
community event to one of national and international attention.  I think we all can be very proud
of that.  I am extremely proud of it to have been associated in a very small way, and I thank God
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for having me been able to be there.  At the same time, I would like to recognize a few — one
other thing.  That those that came before us set the foundations of how we live today is our
military boys and girls in the service right now that are protecting us and keeping this freedom and
liberty that we so much enjoy.  So when St. Patrick’s Day comes up this next week, I hope
everybody has a great St. Patrick’s Day and thank you very much.

==========

2. PROCLAMATION FOR JAMES GUY BURKE, III, GENERAL CHAIRMAN OF
THE ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE COMMITTEE. 

Chairman Liakakis said, to put this parade on, you know, the officers have been working hard and
the executive committee, and they meet, you know, many times during the year, starting shortly
after this parade is over and start working on the next year’s parade.  And we have many
members of this executive committee and the officers who have worked long and hard.  Of
course, I’m going to ask Jay Burke, as we know him, to come forward right now also and our other
member of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Pat Farrell, a Commissioner.  Jay [Burke], if you would
come forward, but I’d also like to recognize, you know, a couple of other people.  We’ve got great
people on our staff and our executive committees and all, but we have John Forbes here in the
audience, who is Vice Chairman of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, and that person that really does
the mechanics along with his people over there that we have in our community, who has worked
long and hard is Ron Webber who is the adjutant for the parade.  Chairman Liakakis said, and
I’d like all the members and all if you would stand up right now so that we can again applaud you.

Chairman Liakakis said, and we’re going have right now Patrick Farrell for a proclamation to a
long-time member, who’s been working hard, who is the Chairman of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Committee and spend many hours, none other than our Jay Burke.

Commissioner Farrell said, it gives me great pleasure today to read this proclamation to our good
friend, Jay Burke:

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, it is an honor to recognize the General Chairman of the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade Committee, James Guy Burke, III,  for his hard work and dedication in
ensuring that this year’s parade honoring the most loved of Irish saints, will again
excite, amuse, and pay true homage to the patron saint; and

WHEREAS, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee members volunteer their
time and talent to promote and organize the parade which has been named the
second largest St. Patrick’s Day Parade in the United States; and
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WHEREAS, James Guy Burke, III, son of the 1992 Grand Marshal, Jimmy
Burke, has been a member of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee for twenty-
three years and a member of the Adjutant staff for seventeen years.  He has held
the office of treasurer, secretary, vice chairman and general chairman of the
Executive Committee; and 

WHEREAS, he is a member of the Irish Heritage Society, Friendly Sons of St.
Patrick, Knights of Columbus #631 and the Tybee Island Irish Heritage Celebration
which he founded five years ago.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Pete Liakakis, Chairman, on behalf of the Chatham
County Board of Commissioners, do hereby salute:

JAMES GUY BURKE, III

for serving as the 2007 General Chairman of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Committee and extend sincere appreciation for what we know will be an outstanding
parade that we will view March 17, 2007.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of
Chatham County, Georgia to be affixed this the 9  day of March 2007.      th

                                                            
Pete Liakakis, Chairman
Chatham County Commission                        

ATTEST:
                                                            
Frances Q. Rasmussen, Deputy Clerk

Commissioner Farrell said, congratulations.  Thank you for all you do for the community.

Chairman Liakakis said, in addition to that, I’d like to also present his long dedication to the
parade and many other things he’s done, is the medallion of Chatham County to Jay Burke.

Mr. Jay Burke said, thank y’all very much.  It’s sort of unexpected here, but on behalf of the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade Committee I want to thank all of y’all for y’all’s long-term support, not only
y’all’s efforts, but the whole Chatham County for supporting the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Committee and the parade.  It does take a lot of effort and with everyone working together it is
probably the best parade — St. Patrick’s Day Parade in the nation and in the world.  So on behalf
of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee I want to thank y’all.
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Mr. Burke said, at this time I would like to present something to the Chatham County Chairman.
It’s actually just a plaque in sort of appreciation over the years he’s given us and basically it says:

P resented to

Chairman Pete Liakakis

Thank you for all your support over the
many years to the 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee
Savannah, Georgia

As a member and an adjutant
March 2007

Mr. Burke said, thank y’all very much for seeing us today and we hope to see y’all March 17  inth

the parade.  Thank y’all.

==========

3. PRESENTATIONS FROM THE EIGHTH AIR FORCE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

Chairman Liakakis asked, would those representatives from the Eighth Air Force Historical Society
come forth please? And, you know, this is a great organization.  You know, some people still in
our community don’t know that the Eighth Air Force was born in Savannah, Georgia.  It played a
tremendous part, an integral part in winning the World War II.  Many lives were lost by the Eighth
Air Force Members and they are real heros, those are that are still living and, of course, who gave
the ultimate sacrifice and who have passed on.  And what I’d like to do right now, you see, we’ve
got two young members here or maybe three young members here, you know, with the Eighth Air
Force Historical Society that want to do some presentations this morning, and we’re happy to
have both of you here and we really appreciate your service to this country because the Eighth
Air Force and all of the military, you know, if they haven’t performed like they did in World War II
we might not be here.  We could be under tyranny and not have the freedoms that we have right
now.  And so, if you would go ahead and introduce yourself and the other two young men.

Mr. Henry Hughey said, I’m Henry Hughey, 487  Bomb Group.  Mr. McMahan said, Albertth

McMahan, 306 Bomb Group.  I was one of the early ones there.  Colonel Wexler said, I’m Colonel
Ed Wexler, 165  Air Lift Wing.  Mr. Hughey said, you know, do you people really understand andth

realize how lucky you are to live in Chatham County.  Believe me, what took place here on the first
week of February of this year could not have taken place any place else in the world but right
here.  I came to Russ Abolt and we almost didn’t do it.  I couldn’t get anybody who was
enthusiastic about it.  The hotels wanted — I didn’t want to buy one, I just wanted to rent a room.
Colonel Wexler of the 165  and Russ [Abolt] always said, “Now look, you guys, you’re not goingth

to lay down on the job.  Let’s go.  Let’s go to work,” and we put it together.  Now you have two
men — where’s Pete Nichols?  County Manager Abolt said, Pete is running the video.  Chairman
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Liakakis said, he’s right behind you, Russ [Abolt].  Mr. Hughey said, I see you, Pete [Nichols].
County Manager Abolt said, Henry [Hughey], he has the most difficult job making you look good
on camera right now.  Mr. Hughey said, what he started with that progress report to put on the 65th

Anniversary, Pete [Nichols] was 6-foot 4.  Now look at him.  It really wore him down.  And Van —
Van Johnson said this will be the biggest birthday party the Eighth Air Force ever had and you’ll
never forget it.  And he was right.  I have gotten calls from all over the country since we had that
thing here and they said they’ve never had as much fun in their life.  And I don’t know whether you
saw Steve Miller, he was the son of Glenn Miller, and he came and was a guest, and I talked to
him the other day.  He said, I tell you what, when those girls did that "My Guy" thing on the floor,
he said, I’ll pay $5.00 for every photograph and I want the negatives, because he didn’t want his
wife to see that.  

Mr. Hughey said, Mr. Chairman, would you please come.  I have a plaque I would like to give you.
When we saw where we were going with this, our theme became the youth.  They know nothing
about World War II and we’ve tried to bring the message to them.  Mr. Hughey presented the
following plaque to Chairman Liakakis:

Presented to
Chatham County Commission Chairman

Pete Liakakis

In Thanks and Appreciation for the Wonderful Support
You and the Chatham County Commission gave to the
World War II Veterans of The Mighty Eighth Air Force

During their 65  Anniversary Celebration,th

and for being Instrumental in Helping us reach the
Youth of Chatham County with our War History.

GEORGIA CHAPTER
8  Air Force Historical Societyth

February 1-3, 2007

Chairman Liakakis said, thank you very much.  I appreciate this award, but it should, you know,
for all the County Commissioners.  We’ve got a great County Commission and they support
things. They really help out in this community in civic and charitable things and many other
endeavors, and they really reach out in the programs that they do.  But I’m able to do the things
that I do because we have a great Commission and all of us working together.  So I thank all the
Commissioners, too, because they deserve recognition for this award, too. 

Mr. Hughey said, thank you, sir.   You really do deserve all the recognition we can give you.  As
I said, it couldn’t have happened any place else in the world but Chatham County.  The one thing
— now this is not the first time I’ve stood before you: ‘92, 2002 and now 2007  — our 50th

Anniversary, our 60  and our 65 , and the one thing I told Mr. Chairman, Chatham Countyth th

Commissioners have never said no.  I don’t think it’s in their vocabulary.  Dr. Thomas.  I’m 81
years old, but I still have to work for a living.  Two days a week.  It’s a dirty job, but somebody’s
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got to do it.  But when I got home Wednesday, my wife said, “Boy, you don’t know what happened
today.”  And I said, “No, the universe is kind of big so I don’t know.”  “I saw the Chatham County
Youth Commission on television.”  I said, “Yeah, they don’t spend much time in Savannah.
They’re in New York.”  Priscilla [Thomas], I want you to put this on your desk and every time you
look at it you remember the Eighth Air Force.  Thank you for helping unite the youth of Chatham
County and the Eighth Air Force Veterans of World War II and a shared moment of history,
February 2007, the Georgia Chapter.

Commissioner Thomas said, I just want to say that I accept this on behalf of the Chatham County
Commissioners who have always been behind the Chatham County Youth and I would be remiss
if I did not recognize the fact that Alderman Van Johnson, who has served as the Director of this
wonderful group, his leadership has shown so much that I don’t know what we would do without
him.  He does have that charisma with young people and without his leadership we would not be
in the position that we are in today.  So I would like to on behalf of all of the Commissioners, Mr.
Van Johnson, Pete Nichols, and I cannot leave our County Manager and others out because you
have been so supportive and to the parents as well.  Thank you so very much.

Mr. Hughey said, the man said it would be the biggest birthday party we ever had, and he kept
his word.  Van [Johnson], to you thanks and appreciation for helping the Eighth Air Force Veterans
of World War II bring the story to the youth of Chatham County.  Your work with the Chatham
County Commission is a vital and praiseworthy effort.  Thank you.

Mr. Hughey said, Shorty — I’m not picking on him really.  This guy worked hard and this is in
appreciation of the excellent publicity generated for the 65  Anniversary Celebration of the Eighthth

Air Force of World War II.  Your outstanding program for the youth of Chatham County on Friday,
September 2 , will never be equaled.  We Veterans of the Mighty Eighth Air Force thank you.nd

I want to tell you something.  Colonel Wexler was instrumental in helping us get buses to take the
children and members of the Eighth Air Force who survived and came here.  Albert (McMahan),
he’s retired Air Force.  Chief Master Sargent?  I’m just tired, but he is retired, and without these
three guys helping us put it together and then come to you people and, like I said, you never said
no, it made it a lot easier and it sure did make the people that got here in time to enjoy it because
I’ve already heard from them.  I thank you again from the bottom of my heart.  Thank you.

Mr. McMahan said, you know, seeing all you people in green here makes me just remember.  I’m
Irish too, you know, and thank you and I certainly agree, and additionally my thanks to the
Commission because you’ve always been here, but 2009 we have planned another one — we
think.  I’m 86 and maybe I’ll be here at that time and we’ll put on another one asking you to help
us again.  Thank you.

Mr. Van Johnson said, Mr. Chairman and ladies and gentlemen of the Commission, I was thinking
of a way to be able to take a hacksaw and cut my award into four or five different pieces,
particularly since we realize that I certainly could not have done it by myself.  I certainly thank you
for the opportunity and also because you realize that when you are a part of a community you
have to be active in the community, and also I work in Human Resources.  You obviously allowed
myself and Pete [Nichols] to do various types of community events such as this that helps to
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bridge Chatham County closer to the communities in which we serve.  So we thank you for that.
Our County Manager as well, my Director Michael Kaigler, and then I have a staff of dedicated
people who work with us all of the time: Ms. Debra Allen over here is one of them, and I would like
to give them a round of applause if we can, Ms. Sandra Smalls who is on a hiatus right now, but
we want to give her a round of applause as well, Takiyah Martin, who is downstairs, we want to
just thank all of them for the work that they do in helping to make this happen, and certainly you
were their.  You had the opportunity to see this wonderful cataclysmic moment when our — the
heros of our past and the heros of our future came together in the present and there was a
wonderful learning experience for everyone involved, and we cannot thank these gentlemen
enough.  They have more energy than I do and I just don’t know how they drive back up and down
the street and the phone calls.  We’re going to miss — we hope you continue to call us.  Mr.
Hughey said, I’ve got the number.  Mr. Johnson said, okay — because Van [inaudible] — I say
yes sir, yes sir.  I don’t know if he thought I was in the military or what, you gave my [inaudible].
Yes sir, we’ll take care of it.  But as you know, our youth were on a trip and so hopefully they are
in school, but we did have a presentation for our heros that we want to present to them if you will
bring that up, and this was something we want to present to our heros.  This was displayed during
the Mighty Eighth and all of the Youth Commissioners have sign it with their own personalized
messages on them, and I think they did get it.  They did get it.  So on behalf of the Chatham
County Youth Commission, Ms. Allen and Mr. Nichols, we want to present this to you.

Mr. Hughey said, you know it’s priceless and money can’t buy.  We thank all of you again from
the bottom of our hearts.  We couldn’t have done a thing without you.  But we’ll be back in two
years.

Chairman Liakakis said, all right.  Thank you very much.  

County Manager Abolt said, Mr. Chairman, I would also like to recognize Frances [Rasmussen]
and Lynette [Perry] and Danielle [Hillery-Bush] in my office.  They did a super job also.
Commissioner Thomas said, yes.  Chairman Liakakis said, right.

==========

4. RECOGNITION OF LARRY LOWER’S SERVICE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE
BOARD OF ASSESSORS. (Note: will occur on the 23  of March.)rd

This item was removed from the agenda.

==========
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5. PROCLAMATION FOR MASTER GARDENER APPRECIATION DAY.  DIANE
HOUSTON, LOUISE GROTHEER, JAY VOLKER WILL BE PRESENT TO
ACCEPT.

Chairman Liakakis said, I will call on Commissioner Patrick Shay for the presentation.

Commissioner Shay said, thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Obviously today’s the day for the wearing
of the green and we’ve heard a number of aspects of that this morning.  I’m proud to be Irish and
you and Commissioner Gellatly remind me that the mention of green, our community is going to
reap a lot of dollars from the celebration that’s going on this weekend.  Another one is that we’re
reminded that the United States military, a lot of them wear green, and I would remind all of us
that in our prayers we need to remember the Third Infantry Division, the lead brigade of which is
about to deploy overseas, and we were asked by General Lynch to remember them, and this is
an appropriate time to do that, but there’s another dimension of green that we need to celebrate
today, and that has to do with the Master Gardener Programs.  So here we go.  Commissioner
Shay then read the following proclamation into the record.

WHEREAS, the Master Gardener Program is a national volunteer horticultural
educational training program sponsored by the Cooperative Extension Service of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and counties of the cooperating states; and

WHEREAS, the Master Gardener Program provides avid gardeners with
intensive education in research-based horticultural principles and pest control
practices and new Master Gardeners must provide at least 50 hours of community
volunteer service through their County Extension Offices, working on community
and school beautification projects, conducting garden clinics, and answering
questions; and

WHEREAS, in 2006, 88 County Master Gardeners in Chatham County reported
volunteering 5,739 hours representing $103,000 in labor, traveled 33,760 miles,
answered 699 telephone calls, provided technical information/service to 15,525
citizens; and

WHEREAS, in the spirit of volunteerism, Master Gardeners have provided and
continue to provide valuable services to Georgia communities through education
and training programs; and

WHEREAS, the Coastal Master Gardener Association, which represents over
100 Master Gardeners in Chatham, Bryan, Bulloch, Liberty, Long, Effingham and
McIntosh Counties, provides educational opportunities for over 500 Master
Gardeners and coordinates many of the projects in these counties to foster civic
pride in their surroundings; and
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WHEREAS, Master Gardeners have volunteered their services at the Bamboo
Farm and Coastal Gardens, Bonaventure Cemetery, the Owens-Thomas House,
the Andrew Low House, landscapes for new Habitat for Humanity homes and
educating new homeowners, LeConte Woodmanston Plantation, Oatland Island
Heritage Garden, Savannah Tree Foundation, St. Thomas Memorial Garden, Old
Darien Jail, the new home for the McIntosh County Art Association, and the J. C.
Lewis Cancer Center.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Pete Liakakis, Chairman, on behalf of the Chatham
County Board of Commissioners, do hereby proclaim, Saturday, March 17, 2007 as:

 MASTER GARDENER APPRECIATION DAY

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of
Chatham County, Georgia to be affixed this the 9th day of March 2007.

                                                       
Pete Liakakis, Chairman
Chatham County Commission

ATTEST:
                                                       
Sybil E. Tillman, Clerk

Ms. Louise Grotheer said, thank you so much.  I’m Louise Grotheer, I’m the Vice President of the
organization this year, but I would like to make one correction.  It’s not “Tay Voelker,” it’s “Jay
Voelker” and he is our President and he’s from Bryan County, but the Master Gardeners cross
county lines together as one group and we go in and do what needs to be done.  We like nothing
better than getting down and getting dirty.  So we thank you for this and we hope our support is
as strong as yours is for us.  Thank you.

Chairman Liakakis said, thank you very much.  We appreciate all the great work that you do here
and around our area.

==========

VI. CHAIRMAN'S ITEMS

None.

==========
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VII.  COMMISSIONERS' ITEMS

1. CITY/COUNTY FOLLOW-UP REGARDING RESULTS OF RECENT STUDIES
ABOUT THE POLICE DEPARTMENT (COMMISSIONER THOMAS). 

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Thomas.

Commissioner Thomas said, yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the Commission.  I
had this placed on the agenda because I wanted to ensure that we followed up on the request that
was made during our joint session so for those who are in charge, we want to make sure we are
on the same page and moving in the same direction.

County Manager Abolt asked, Dr. Thomas, do you want to have the Chief come forward?
Commissioner Thomas said, yes, Chief Berkow.

Chief Berkow said, certainly.  Hi, Chairman, Commissioners.  We have distributed copies of the
report to my entire command staff.  I was handed that report when I walked in the door with the
rest of you, so we’re reviewing that.  There’s a number of things that we’re going to be doing to
follow up and there will be an opportunity sometime after St. Patrick’s Day — we’re pretty heavily
engaged right now — where we’ll come back and report on a variety of initiatives that we’ve
undertaken as a result of that study, and frankly there were a number of things mentioned in that
report that we had started on long before.  Some of them are good business practices that,
frankly, I think you would expect us to be doing — property room work and staffing issues, etc.
—  that we had already started on long before.  One problem with any report like that is that it is
based on data that’s historical by the time it’s given.  The snapshot in time in terms of the staffing
and deployment data, that was taken in July of ‘06 and while I can only speak about from
November 13  forward, those pictures have changed dramatically.  So, for example, as soon asth

we disbanded the Expo Unit and sent fifteen bodies back to the field, that changed those
numbers.  So if you’ll recall, for example, it indicated that Southside Precinct, the officers were
working the highest percentage of their shift answering calls.  We sent eight officers there in late
November or early December.  So we’re in the process of developing methodology to do that on
an ongoing basis, and that’s true of a lot of that report.  The report is very useful as a benchmark.
It establishes a set level from which we can measure ourselves going forward and really the
challenge is for us now to take what parts of the report we truly agree with and improve on and
the parts that we may perhaps choose not to implement and explain why not, and we’ll be
prepared to do that at some point after, you know, in the near future.  But we are working
aggressively on all those fronts.  I would say to you that there was nothing in that report that I
found that was a huge shock or a surprise.  Part of my role as a chief coming in, my due diligence
coming in is to look at all the operating systems of the department, and much of that report is
focused on what are those internal operating systems of the department.  I thought the most
useful part from my perspective was the community perceptions piece done by the University of
Georgia, which I thought was extremely useful in light of the fact that the number of community
leaders and citizens that they had interviewed and their collection and presentations of those
kinds of issues was extremely important.  So as a Chief of Police, I’m taking the temperature of
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the community every day I’d like to think, but that was very useful, again to establish a benchmark
as to when they had done that report and give me a very good guide as to how the department
was seen by the community at that moment in time.  

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Stone.

Commissioner Stone said, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Police Chief, is there going to be a similar type joint
briefing like we had when you have a chance to do a summary of this?  Chief Berkow said, well,
Commissioner, I’m happy to do it anyway you like, and I will — I think that decision gets made at
a peg rate above mine.  There is a sort of steering committee that is composed of the Chairman,
the Mayor, and the County Manager and the City Manager and myself, and frankly we had a pre-
release of the report meeting, which I found extremely helpful to have all of my immediate
supervisors in the same room.  It was a great discussion and I know that the County Manager in
particular asked for several more of those and to sort of set up a schedule, so I think there’s
further discussion going on at the political leadership about doing that and I certainly found that
useful and I’d be very comfortable and happy to give you a briefing at any point in time that you’d
like, ma’am.  Commissioner Stone said, well, I guess my would be in a follow-up measure, now
that you’ve had a chance to go through this report with your staff, some feedback as to what in
there you think should be implemented, what in there you think should be discarded.  I certainly
would — I agree and appreciate Dr. Thomas putting this on the agenda because I do think it’s our
obligation to do a follow-up here now that this report has been done and, as the Mayor said, don’t
let it sit on the shelf.  Make this a useful tool.  So I just want to follow up with Commissioner
Thomas and say if there could be a joint briefing to get your input and your follow-through on this,
I think it would be a very good idea.  

County Manager Abolt said, I strongly second what the Chief just said that the Chairman has
shown through his leadership that this policy committee, which has been recognized since the
merger occurred, can really work.  This is only the second time it’s ever met, but I would say
whatever is done, which certainly is at your call, that the lead horse on this old thing, would be that
a policy committee because between the Chairman and the Mayor, the Chief, the City Manager
and myself, it’s amazing what when we’re required to sit in a room together we can solve.
Commissioner Gellatly suggested this a number of weeks ago, but a lot of times our problems
becomes one of just not being able to calendar a meeting in a timely fashion.  I think the
committee headed up the Chairman and the Mayor can do what you want us to do.

Chairman Liakakis said, and I have been at eleven different functions, neighborhood associations,
civic organizations and many other meetings in this community, and those eleven times the Chief
was there and the community after listening to him and questioning and those kind of things, the
things that he presented to the community, you know, people were satisfied.  They understand
the things that our new Chief wants to do in the community and we can look at the short period
of time that he has been here, there’s some three months, and putting things into operation
already, especially in the patrol division, we see results already and he’s done a good job.  So,
Chief, I thank you very much for the hard work and it’s not just, you know, an eight to five job or
nine to five, the Chief’s out there at eleven P.M., at night.  He’s been out there two, three, four



FRIDAY MARCH 9 2007

15

A.M., in the morning, so he’s out there really working with the officers to do what he can to lead
them and to help out in the different areas of the community where we have problems.

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Shay.

Commissioner Shay said, I can attest to the fact that he’s there working late.  I live a block away
from the headquarters and I see his car out there when I’m walking the dog in the last walk of the
night every night, so I know you’re working very, very hard.  My comment is really about the next
week.  You know, we have this big celebration that’s coming and my guess is that in about two
weeks that you’re going to think that your name is Michael O’Berk instead of Michael Berkow.  But
please, you know, focus your attention on the report after the celebration is over because there
are a lot of — a lot of our citizens that are very much relying on our front-line safety personnel to
make sure that everyone has a good time, but that we do it in a safe and sane manner.  You
haven’t experienced a St. Patrick’s Day yet in Savannah, so I look forward to your insights after
the festival is over.

Chief Berkow said, and I appreciate that very much and, frankly, right now all of our operations
— normal operations have taken a back seat to parade preparations and those kinds of
operations, quite frankly, and I’m very pleased.  I sent a team of four led by Captain Jerry Long
to Pasadena to go watch the Rose Bowl preparations, which is a very similar six mile parade with
about a million people, preceded by New Year’s Eve and then followed by a football game of a
hundred thousand people.  And they came back and they saw five, six, seven things that they
have now implemented on their own that they saw value in, and we’re going to do that for the first
time so it will be very exciting to see that.  We’ve got some other little things that we’re doing, but
for me this is mostly an opportunity to learn, watch, observe and then after the event we’ll debrief
and figure out what we can do better next year.  So I’m pretty excited about it.  I think it should be
very interesting and my wife, who is McGinn, is quite pleased with that this is the second largest
celebration.  So, thank you.

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Odell.

Commissioner Odell said, Chief, I just wanted to say in the Fifth District at least the visibility of
police officers has substantially improved since you’ve been here.  We actually see officers now,
see them driving late at night, going through parking lots, going down alleys.  I didn’t see that
before your coming.  I see it now.  The frequency is good.  I appreciate that.  Chief Berkow said,
that’s very gracious of you to say.  You know, I hope I didn’t leave my prop in the car, but if I could
take just a split second, this is — and I’ll pass this up front if you’d like — this is two police officers.
The Captain, Hank Wiley, worked a week of midnights last week just to work and see what’s going
on at midnights, and he didn’t like what he saw in Liberty City.  So he went to his patrol guys and
he said you guys better get out there, and a brand new officer still in training and his partner went
out there and were doing a walk and talk and they talked to a guy and all of a sudden he had
some dope in his pocket and they found that and then they kept going and they found his car and
they found a 9-milometer and they found a pound of marijuana and $1,000 of cash, crack cocaine,
three cell phones, and the guys is on parole.  He’s got a three-page rap sheet that I’m carrying
around with me and I know that the Commissioner — the Chairman has asked me to bring these
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kinds of cases to his attention, but I’ve got a long rap sheet on this individual, most of which are
drug offenses.  I’m grateful you mentioned that, Commissioner, but I can tell you the officers are
out there doing exactly what we want them doing and I know that in some of the public safety
reports there was a line about the police officers in uniform view the drug problem as only a CNT
problem.  Well, not any more and that’s a great example of that kind of work.  So I greatly
appreciate your compliment and I’ll share it with the men and women of the force and I know they
appreciate it.  Commissioner Odell said, and I think what you’re doing, too, by having them be a
little bit more involved in the community in which they patrol, to develop relationships with people
so that they can get tips.  Unfortunately, we didn’t get to this level in four months and we’re not
going to resolve it in four months.  Chief Berkow said, sure.  Commissioner Odell said, but I think
this is a step forward.  Chief Berkow said, thank you very much.

Chairman Liakakis said, thank you, Chief.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Chief Berkow gave an oral report on the current work of the Police Department.

==========

2. SHRIMP BOAT ADRIFT; NEEDED ACTION BY DNR (COMMISSIONER
FARRELL).

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Farrell.   Oh, excuse me, Chief.  Chief Berkow said,
I’m going to stay right here.  This is, I think, for me as well.  Chairman Liakakis said, okay.

Commissioner Farrell said, this — I just wanted to bring to everybody’s attention that recently it
came to my attention from Walter out at The Landings Harbor Marina that a shrimp boat that had
been semi-abandoned and anchored out in the Warsaw Sound area broke it’s anchor a week ago
Sunday and drifted into the marsh over by Tybee Cut and there was quite a bit of concern with
abandoned vessels, especially the size of a shrimp boat, another one clogging up the waterways
of Chatham County.  I contacted Eric Johnson’s office and he assisted in getting in touch with the
Georgia Department of Natural Resources and I just want to say that they have made great
strides in trying to rectify the problem.  Could you comment on that?

Chief Berkow said, certainly, and I have photographs of that particular boat, if you’d like to pass
those around as well, sir.  This boat was actually spotted by Marine Patrol in November — end
of November of ‘06.  They boarded the boat.  They found a gentleman onboard the boat, Mr.
Vaughn.  He actually has a medical issue.  They evacuated him off the boat and got him medical
treatment.  The boat was then, you know, anchored and sort of stayed there, and he goes back
and forth, sometimes says there, sometimes as an address.  The Marine Patrol has gotten DNR’s
Coastal Resources Division involved.  The boat has been inspected.  The Coast Guard has
inspected the boat and says, you know, it’s not going to sink and it doesn’t have any contaminants
onboard, but it’s sort of anchored there and then, as you say, it broke free and is now hard-ground
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in the marsh.  Locally, we have virtually no authority over that vessel and the sailboat, the picture
of the derelict sail boat was tied to the side of that boat.  That’s broken free and that’s drifted now
and it’s now also aground in the near vicinity.  The reality is that we have — virtually the only
statute that we can cite them for is failing to display appropriate lights at night when they are at
anchorage.  That’s it.  We’re done after that. The reality with that boat is we can’t — it would be
an expensive proposition to tow it and then you would have to have a place to store it.  So I think
one of the things that we’re starting to — we’re going to do here with the Marine Patrol is do an
inventory of these kinds of vessels and my Marine Patrol guys — I got this request, sir, and knew
that you were interested in this, and I went and talked to a couple of the officers who ride the
waterways everyday, Mike Ramsey and Officer Ferguson, and one of the things they alerted me
to is we’re about to have a more significant problem because the land where Sasser’s Shrimp Co-
Op was has been sold and so those vessels are being told to move, and apparently as they move,
the cost to join another co-op is in the thousands of dollars.  So it is not unlikely that we will find
more of those shrimp boats moving from their and anchoring off in the river, which could just
exacerbate what is already a significant problem.  Unfortunately, from the local perspective we
have extremely limited ability to have any impact on these.  We will assembly through the Marine
Patrol a list of sort of known derelict vessels and try and come up with some local strategies, but
frankly we’re extremely limited.  These are expensive propositions to deal with these.  

Commissioner Farrell said, which is, you know, why I encourage us locally and our friends in the
Department of Natural Resources and the Coast Guard to pay particular attention to these
situations because while a vessel is still floating it’s still much easier to deal with than when it
sinks, and if it sinks in a channel, then you have other issues of — more safety issues than just
the lighting.  So, you know, I’d like to bring this to everyone’s attention and ask for everyone to
partner and work together to try to solve some of these nuisance problems out on the waterways.
Chief Berkow said, yeah and, you know, I have another sailboat that’s now been beached for
three months across from Isle of Hope that we’re tracking the owner down whose not from the
area and trying to — so we are absolutely trying to do what we can, but we have very limited
enforcement tools.  

Commissioner Stone said, I just want to ask a question and maybe you can answer it and maybe
you can’t.  Regarding these vessels once they’ve broken free, if they are in our riverways where
lots of people have homes and docks and their private boats and one of their boats is damaged
due to one of these free-floating vehicles, free-floating boats, where does the responsibility lie
there?  Chief Berkow said, I think I’ll defer to the County Attorney on that one.  County Attorney
Hart said, that’s a great question.  Technically, the boat has an action in rem against the other
boat and a stationary object there’s a different set of rules, but there’s an awful lot of admiralty law
about it and the problem you have with abandoned boats you do have salvage rights on them, but
a lot of times you’re assuming the liability of what’s on the boat and a lot of times the boats have
things on them which you really don’t want to —.  Commissioner Odell said, and have liens.
County Attorney Hart said, — take charge of.  Commissioner Stone said, I mean, I would support
my fellow Commissioner on bringing publicity to this issue because I would hate to see one of
these boats that have broken loose affecting people’s private property as well as a safety concern.
Chief Berkow said, I think what happens is if they’re broken loose and in the waterway, there’s a
lot more leeway and the Coast Guard is going to be much more aggressive about dealing with
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them.  What happens is they anchor them in an out of the way spot, which is legal, and then when
they brake free they end up in the marsh or aground so they’re not hitting anything, but they
become —.  Commissioner Stone said, but they could.  Chief Berkow said, absolutely.
Commissioner Stone said, when they brake free, they could.  Chief Berkow said, no question
about it, ma’am.  Commissioner Stone said, so that, I mean, that just brings another issue into
play and another reason for concern here, and I would support my fellow Commissioner on
looking into this, and anything that we could do to help protect our citizens’ private property as
well.  Thank you.  Chief Berkow said, absolutely.

Chairman Liakakis said, thank you, Chief.  I appreciate that very much.  Chief Berkow said, thank
you.  Commissioner Thomas said, thank you.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Chief Berkow gave an oral report regarding the shrimp boat referenced by Commissioner Farrell.

==========

CHATHAM AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Farrell, seconded by Commissioner Holmes and
unanimously approved, the Board recessed as the County Commission at 10:34 a.m., and
convened as Chatham Area Transit Authority.

The Board reconvened as the County Commission at 11:12 a.m.

==========

RECOGNITION OF GUEST

Commissioner Shay said, Mr. Chairman, while we’re making our transition here, I think we should
recognize that we have a former Alderman-at-Large from the City of Savannah here in the room
with us today, Dana Braun.  Dana told me he is here to catch up on some homework.  It’s difficult
for him to get peace and quiet at his office.

Chairman Liakakis said, well, he had a lot of peace and quiet here, so I see him writing a lot.

==========
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VIII.  TABLED/RECONSIDERED ITEMS

Unless action is contemplated at today's meeting, staff report and file material has not been duplicated in your

agenda packet.  The files are available from the Clerk.  Those on which staff is requesting action are indicated

by asterisk (*).

1. REQUEST BOARD APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE AGREEMENT
WITH GEORGIA PUBLIC DEFENDER’S COUNCIL TO PROVIDE SERVICES
TO RECORDERS COURT.  Tabled at meeting of February 23, 2007.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

This item was not untabled for consideration by the Board.

AGENDA ITEM:   IX-6
AGENDA DATE: February 23, 2007

DATE: February 14, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R.E. Abolt, County Manager

FROM: Michael Edwards, Circuit Public Defender
Prince Johnson, Recorder’s Court Director
Linda B. Cramer, Finance Director

ISSUE:   To request Board approval of an amendment to the agreement with
Georgia Public Defender’s Standard Council to provide services to Recorder’s
Court.

BACKGROUND:   The Public Defender’s Office and the Recorder’s Court desire
that Public Defender’s Office assume expanded responsibilities on the felony side
of the Recorder’s Court.

FACTS AND FINDINGS:

1) The Public Defender has submitted an amendment to the Indigent Defense
Services Agreement for approval.  The agreement reflects additional staffing for
representation to indigent felony defendants in the Recorder’s Court.

2) The Public Defender’s Office will handle all incarcerated felony defendant cases
up to and through bind-over, excepting conflict cases.

3) Because the Public Defender’s office already have contact with most defendants
by the time of the initial appearance and with all by the preliminary hearing, the
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Public Defender’s Office could more effectively and efficiently work with the
State on issues of bond, identification of EIP cases and presentation of
preliminary hearings.

4) Superior Court of Chatham County and the Recorder’s Court of
Savannah/Chatham County Judiciary support the proposal between the Public
Defender and the Recorder’s Court.  (Statement Attached).

5) Existing funds within the Recorder’s Court budget will be utilized.

FUNDING:
Funds are available in the SSD Recorder’s Court budget.

ALTERNATIVES:
1) That the Board approve the amendment to the agreement with the Georgia

Public Defender’s Standard Council to provide services to Recorder’s Court.

2) That the Board provides other direction.

POLICY ANALYSIS:
Board approval is required for amendments to contracts.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the Board approve alternative 1.

PREPARED BY:   Estelle Brown

==========

IX.  ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL ACTION
(Unless the Board directs otherwise, adoption of an Action Item will mean approval of the
respective County staff report and its recommended action.)

1. TO REQUEST APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING: (1) AMENDMENTS TO THE
GENERAL FUND M&O TO: A) TRANSFER $43,000 FROM CONTINGENCY TO
THE TAX COMMISSIONER'S BUDGET FOR POSITIONS AND EQUIPMENT,
AND B) TRANSFER $5,610 FROM CONTINGENCY TO SPECIAL
APPROPRIATIONS FOR EQUIPMENT, (2) AN AMENDMENT TO THE
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FUND TO TRANSFER $135,000 FROM
M&O CONTINGENCY TO THE JUVENILE COURT PROJECT, (3) AN
AMENDMENT TO THE WATER AND SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND TO
APPROPRIATE $100,000 OF UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS FOR THE
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UPGRADE OF THE ROMNEY PLACE WATER LINE, (4) AN AMENDMENT TO
THE PARKING GARAGE ENTERPRISE FUND TO APPROPRIATE $8,375 OF
UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS FOR REPAIRS, (5) AN AMENDMENT TO THE
CONFISCATED FUNDS SPECIAL REVENUE FUND TO INCREASE
REVENUES BY $80,924, TRANSFER $99,776 FROM CNT CONTINGENCY
AND INCREASE CNT EXPENDITURES BY $180,700 FOR EQUIPMENT AND
BUILDING REPAIRS, AND (6) A TRANSFER OF $2,000 FROM SALARIES
AND WAGES TO PROFESSIONAL FEES IN THE BUILDING SAFETY AND
REGULATORY SERVICES ENTERPRISE FUND.

Chairman Liakakis asked, do we have a motion on the floor to approve this?  

Commissioner Odell said, move for approval.  Commissioner Stone said, second. Commissioner
Thomas said, second.

Chairman Liakakis said, we have a motion on the floor and a second.  Let’s go on the board.  The
motion carried unanimously.  Chairman Liakakis said, the motion passes.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Odell moved to approve the following:  1) amendments to the General Fund M&O
to: a) transfer $43,000 from contingency to the Tax Commissioner's budget for positions and
equipment, and b) transfer $5,610 from contingency to Special Appropriations for equipment, (2)
an amendment to the Capital Improvement Program Fund to transfer $135,000 from M&O
Contingency to the Juvenile Court project, (3) an amendment to the Water and Sewer Enterprise
Fund to appropriate $100,000 of Unrestricted Net Assets for the upgrade of the Romney Place
water line, (4) an amendment to the Parking Garage Enterprise Fund to appropriate $8,375 of
Unrestricted Net Assets for repairs, (5) an amendment to the Confiscated Funds Special Revenue
Fund to increase revenues by $80,924, transfer $99,776 from CNT Contingency and increase
CNT expenditures by $180,700 for equipment and building repairs, and (6) a transfer of $2,000
from salaries and wages to professional fees in the Building Safety and Regulatory Services
Enterprise Fund.    Commissioners Stone and Thomas seconded the motion and it carried
unanimously. 

AGENDA ITEM:    IX-1
AGENDA DATE:   March 9, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R.E. Abolt, County Manager

FROM: Linda B. Cramer, Finance Director
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ISSUE:  To request approval of the following: (1) amendments to the General Fund
M&O to: a) transfer $43,000 from contingency to the Tax Commissioner’s budget
for positions and equipment, and b) transfer $5,610 from contingency to Special
Appropriations for equipment, (2) an amendment  to the Capital Improvement
Program Fund  to transfer $135,000 from M&O Contingency to the Juvenile Court
project, (3) an amendment to the Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund to appropriate
$100,000 of Unrestricted Net Assets for the upgrade of the Romney Place water
line, (4) an amendment to the Parking Garage Enterprise Fund to appropriate
$8,375 of Unrestricted Net Assets for repairs, (5) an amendment to the Confiscated
Funds Special  Revenue Fund to increase revenues by $80,924, transfer $99,776
from CNT Contingency and increase CNT expenditures by $180,700 for equipment
and building repairs, and (6) a transfer of $2,000 from salaries and wages to
professional fees in the Building Safety and Regulatory Services Enterprise Fund.

BACKGROUND:
Board approval is required for budget amendments and transfers between
organizational units.

FACTS AND FINDINGS:

1) The Board of Commissioners approved additional positions for the Tax Commis-
sioner’s office at their meeting held February 23, 2007. A General Fund M&O
contingency transfer of $43,000 is necessary to provide funding. A copy of a
staff report is attached.

2) The Board of Commissioners approved funding for improvements at the
Juvenile Court site at their February 23, 2007 meeting. A transfer $135,000 from
M&O Contingency to the Juvenile Court project in the Capital Improvement
Program Fund  is in order.

3) The Public Works and Parks Services Director has requested an appropriation
of $100,000 of Unrestricted Net Assets in the Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund
for construction of the upgrade of the Romney Place water line. Correspondence
is attached.

4) The Facilities Maintenance Superintendent has requested an appropriation of
$8,375 of Unrestricted Net Assets in the Parking Garage Enterprise Fund for
repairs. Correspondence is attached. 

5) Equipment used by the Clerk of Commission to transcribe Board meetings
needs replacement. A contingency transfer of $5,610 is requested.

6) The CNT Commander has requested an appropriation of confiscated funds for
equipment purchases discussed at the Commissioners’ retreat at the Bamboo
Farm. Funds are also needed for repairs to the HVAC system at the
headquarters building. A budget amendment to increase revenues by $80,924
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and to transfer $99,776 from CNT contingency will provide a total of $180,770
for these expenditures. A staff report is attached.

7) The Building Safety and Regulatory Services Director has requested a transfer
of $2,000 from salaries and Wages to Professional fees in the enterprise fund.
This will provide funding for contractual services in connection with the
implementation of updated software.

FUNDING: Funds are available in the General Fund M&O and Capital Improvement
Program contingencies, and the Unrestricted Net Assets in the Water and Sewer
and Parking Garage Enterprise Funds for the transfers.

ALTERNATIVES:
(1) That the Board approve the following:

GENERAL FUND M&O
(a) transfer $43,000 from Contingency to the Tax Commissioner’s budget for

positions and equipment,
(b) transfer $5,610 from Contingency to Special Appropriations for

equipment. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FUND
transfer $135,000 from M&O Contingency to the Juvenile Court project. 

WATER AND SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND
appropriate $100,000 of Unrestricted Net Assets for the upgrade of the
Romney Place water line. 

PARKING GARAGE ENTERPRISE FUND
appropriate $8,375 of Unrestricted Net Assets for repairs.

CONFISCATED FUNDS SPECIAL REVENUE FUND
an amendment to increase revenues by $80,924, transfer $99,776 from CNT
Contingency and increase CNT expenditures by $180,700 for equipment and
building repairs.

BUILDING SAFETY AND REGULATORY SERVICES ENTERPRISE FUND
a transfer of $2,000 from salaries and wages to professional fees.

(2)       Amend or deny the request.

POLICY ANALYSIS:
State law grants the Board authority to amend the budget during the year as it
deems necessary.
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RECOMMENDATION:
That the Board approve Alternative 1.

   Prepared by:    Read DeHaven

============

X.  ACTION CALENDAR
(The Board can entertain one motion to adopt the below-listed calendar.  Such motion would mean
adoption of staff's recommendation.  Any Board Member may choose to pull an item from the calendar and
it would be considered separately.)

Chairman Liakakis said, we have Items 1 through 10 and under Item 10 we have items A through
H.  Any items the Commissioners would like to take off to discuss?  All right, do we have a motion
on the floor to approve all items on the Action Calendar?

Commissioner Stone said, so moved, Mr. Chairman.  Commissioner Odell said, second.
Commissioner Holmes said second. 

Chairman Liakakis said, we have a motion on the floor and a second to approve all items on the
Action Calendar.  Let’s go on the board.  The motion carried unanimously.  Chairman Liakakis
said, the motion passes.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Stone moved to approve Items 1 through 10-H, both inclusive.   Commissioners
Holmes and Odell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

==========

[NOTE:  ACTION OF THE BOARD IS SHOWN ON EACH ITEM AS THOUGH AN INDIVIDUAL
MOTION WAS MADE THEREON.]

==========

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF
FEBRUARY 23, 2007, AS MAILED. 

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commission Stone moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of February 23, 2007.
Commissioners Holmes and Odell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

==========
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2. CLAIMS VS. CHATHAM COUNTY FOR THE PERIOD FEBRUARY 15
THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2007.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Stone moved to authorize the Finance Director to pay the claims against the
County for the period February 15, 2007, through February 28, 2007, in the amount of
$5,847,103.  Commissioners Holmes and Odell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

==========

3. REQUEST FROM HUSSEY, GAY, BELL & DEYOUNG, ENGINEER FOR THE
DEVELOPER, GREEN WAY DEVELOPERS, INC., FOR THE COUNTY TO
APPROVE THE CONSTRUCTED IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE LAKES OF
COTTONVALE, PHASE 3A, INITIATE THE TWELVE-MONTH WARRANTY
PERIOD, AND REDUCE THE FINANCIAL GUARANTEE.
[DISTRICT 7.]

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Stone moved to approve the request from Hussey, Gay, Bell & DeYoung, engineer
for the developer, Green Way Developers, Inc., for the County to approve the constructed
improvements for the Lakes of Cottonvale, Phase 3A, initiate the twelve-month warranty period,
and reduce the financial guarantee.  Commissioners Holmes and Odell seconded the motion and
it carried unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:   X-3
AGENDA DATE:  March 9, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R. E. Abolt, County Manager

FROM: Vincent Grevemberg, Senior Engineer

ISSUE:  To approve the constructed improvements for The Lakes of Cottonvale, Phase

3A, initiate the twelve-month warranty period, and reduce the financial guarantee.

BACKGROUND:  The engineer, Hussey, Gay, Bell & DeYoung, for the developer,
Green Way Developers Inc., requests that the County approve the constructed
improvements, initiate the twelve-month warranty period, and reduce the financial
guarantee. 

FACTS AND FINDINGS:
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1. The Lakes of Cottonvale, Phase 3A, is a single-family, residential development
located on Cottonvale Road.  This phase of The Lakes of Cottonvale contains
62 lots on 13.795 acres.  

2. The required site improvements are complete.  They have been inspected and
found to be without fault. The Developer will maintain the paving and drainage
improvements and  streetlighting costs through the warranty period. 

3. Upon completion of the warranty period, paving and drainage improvements will
be maintained by the County.  

4. Water and sewer improvements have been accepted for maintenance by
Consolidated Utilities, Inc. 

5. The developer previously submitted a letter of credit in the amount of
$517,818.46 issued by First Chatham Bank.  The developer is requesting that
the bond be reduced to $100,231.45, which is 50% of the cost of dedicated
(paving and drainage) improvements. 

ALTERNATIVES:
1. To approve the constructed improvements for The Lakes of Cottonvale, Phase

3A, initiate the warranty period, and reduce the financial guarantee.

2. Do not approve the request.

POLICY ANALYSIS:  This action is consistent with the subdivision regulation
regarding warranty of dedicated improvements. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Commissioners adopt Alternative No. 1.

District 7 PREPARED BY:  Suzanne Cooler

==========

4. REQUEST BOARD AUTHORIZE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN A GRANT
APPLICATION TO THE GEORGIA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
FOR THE MITIGATION OF THE PROPERTY AT 912 PENN WALLER ROAD
WHICH REQUIRES 25% MATCHING FUNDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $68,025
FROM SPLOST IV.
[DISTRICT 4.]

ACTION OF THE BOARD:
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Commissioner Stone moved to approve the request to authorize the Chairman to sign a grant
application to the Georgia Emergency Management Agency for the mitigation of the property at
912 Penn Waller Road which requires 25% matching funding in the amount of $68,025 from
SPLOST IV.  Commissioners Holmes and Odell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:   X-4
AGENDA DATE: March 9, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R. E. Abolt, County Manager

FROM: Vincent Grevemberg, Senior Engineer

ISSUE:   To have the Board of Commissioners authorize the Chatham County
Commission Chairman to sign a grant application to the Georgia Emergency
Management Agency for the mitigation of the property at 912 Penn Waller Road
which require 25% matching funding in the amount of $68,025 from SPLOST IV. 

BACKGROUND: The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Flood
Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Grant Program made funding available to local
government for the purpose of mitigating repetitive flood loss properties.  The
Chatham County Managers Office received notice of the grant program on
September 19, 2005 via a letter from GEMA from the Georgia Emergency
Management Agency.  This notice stated that Chatham County was eligible to apply
for a grant to mitigate repetitive flood loss properties within the county to reduce or
eliminate damage from potential flood disasters.  

FACTS AND FINDINGS:
1. The grant application has been approved by the Georgia Emergency

Management Agency.  Chatham County has been authorized to commence
work as of January 18, 2007.

2. The grant provides for $204,075 in Federal funds which must be spent within
180 days from the date the grant was awarded, or by July 17, 2007.

3. The FMA Grant Program requires that there be a 25% local match to the Federal
funds in the form of cash.  The match required by the grant legislation means
that Chatham County must obligate $ 68,025 in cash as the match to the federal
grant of 204,075 for a grant total of $272,100. 

4. The Property Acquisition, Statement of Voluntary Participation agreement
between the “Sub-grantee” or Chatham County and the “Seller” or Mr. and Mrs.
Neal R. Whitfield was made and entered into on March 24, 2006.  This
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agreement will shall expire on March 30, 2007, unless the Seller has voluntarily
sold the property to Sub-grantee by that date. 

FUNDING:  Funding in the amount of $68,025 is available in the 2003-2008
SPLOST, Drainage/Hazard Flood Mitigation (Fund/Department 3234210, Project
No. 32380433, Account No.  54.11001.

ALTERNATIVES:
1. To authorize the Chatham County Commission Chairman to sign a grant

application to GEMA for participation in the FMA Grant Program and to commit
$68,025 in funding from the Special Local Option Sales Tax as required by the
grant program.

2. Do not authorize the Chatham County Commission Chairman to sign a grant
application to GEMA for participation in the FMA Grant Program and to commit
$68,025 in funding from the Special Local Option Sales Tax as required by the
grant program.

POLICY ANALYSIS: In the past the Board of Commissioners has authorized the
Chatham County Department of Engineering to apply for various Federal grants.
Through the years the Chatham County Department of Engineering has mitigated
numerous flood damaged properties using grant funds from similar grant programs.
Successful flood mitigation projects not only protects lives and property but is also
eliminates the chance of future flood events at this property. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Commissioners adopt Alternative No. 1.

District 4 PREPARED BY: Michael B. Blakely

==========

5. REQUEST BOARD APPROVAL AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN
SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT 1 WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION EXTENDING THE CLOSING DATE OF GDOT TEA
PROJECT STP-0000-00 (538), P.I. NO. 0000538 COASTAL GEORGIA
GREENWAY MULTI-USE TRAILS CHATHAM COUNTY.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Stone moved to authorize the Chairman to sign Supplemental Agreement 1 with
the Department of Transportation extending the closing date of GDOT TEA Project STP-0000-00
(538), P.I. No. 0000538 Coastal Georgia Greenway Multi-Use Trails Chatham County.
Commissioners Holmes and Odell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
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AGENDA ITEM:   X-5
AGENDA DATE: March 9, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R. E. Abolt, County Manager

FROM: Robert Drewry, Director, Public Works and Park Services Department

ISSUE: Request Board approval authorizing the Chairman to sign Supplemental
Agreement I with the Department of Transportation extending the closing
date of GDOT TEA Project STP-0000-00(538), P.I. No. 0000538 Coastal
Georgia Greenway Multi-Use Trails Chatham County. 

BACKGROUND:
The Board since the mid to late nineties funded and adopted the Gateway to
Coastal Georgia Connecting the Coast master plan which recommends construction
of a 450-mile trail system to be known as the “Coastal Georgia Greenway, January
1999, Chatham County accepted the leadership role among six counties (Chatham,
Glynn, Bryan, Liberty, McIntosh, and Camden) to develop the Coastal Georgia
Greenway, a 142 - mile trail that will connect Georgia’s coastal community to the
north and south.

FACTS AND FINDINGS:
1.   The Supplemental Agreement is necessary to complete and close out the
project to file for reimbursement under the grant.

2.   The Preliminary Engineering for construction agreement with GDOT was
executed on May 11, 2001.  The Supplemental Agreement extends the completion
date of the Preliminary Engineering work.

FUNDING:
N/A

ALTERNATIVES:
1.   Board approval authorizing the Chairman to execute the Supplement Agreement
extending the Preliminary Engineering for construction completion date until
December 31, 2006 per the Agreement.

2.   The Board provides staff other direction.

POLICY ANALYSIS:
It is consistent with Board policy to authorize the Chairman to sign all contracts and
agreements for the County.
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RECOMMENDATION:
That the Board approves Alternative 1.

{All Districts}

==========

6. REQUEST FOR NEW BEER AND WINE POURING AND SUNDAY SALES
LICENSES FOR 2007.  PETITIONER: DAVID TIMOTHY WALKER, FOR
WALKER’S GRIDIRON GRILLE, LOCATED AT 7 GATEWAY BOULEVARD.
[DISTRICT 7.]

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Stone moved to approve the petition of David Timothy Walker, for Walker’s
Gridiron Grille, located at 7 Gateway Boulevard, for new beer and wine pouring and Sunday sales
licenses for 2007.  Commissioners Holmes and Odell seconded the motion and it carried
unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:   X-6
AGENDA DATE:  March 9, 2007

TO: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

THROUGH: R.E. ABOLT, COUNTY MANAGER

FROM: GREGORI S. ANDERSON, DIRECTOR OF BUILDING SAFETY AND
REGULATORY SERVICES
WILLIE LOVETT, ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE

ISSUE:
Request approval for new beer and wine pouring and Sunday Sales for 2007, David
Timothy Walker, for Walker’s Gridiron Grille, located at 7 Gateway Boulevard.

BACKGROUND:
Mr.  Walker requests approval for new beer and wine pouring and Sunday sales
licenses in connection with a new restaurant.

FACTS AND FINDINGS:
1. The application was reviewed by the Police Department for compliance of the

applicant and separation requirements and approved.
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2. The returned application was reviewed by Chatham County Department of
Building Safety and Regulatory Services. The County Fire Marshall inspected
the site for compliance with the commercial kitchen requirements and approved
the facility.

3. The applicant and business meets the requirements of the Chatham County
Alcoholic Beverage and Sunday Sales Ordinance.

4. The applicant has been notified in writing of the date and time of the hearing.

RECOMMENDATION:
The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department and Chatham County
Building Safety and Regulatory Services recommend approval.

District 7

==========

7. REQUEST FOR RENEWAL OF SUNDAY SALES OF BEER, WINE AND
LIQUOR POURING LICENSE FOR 2007.  PETITIONER: AMANDA N. KECK,
D/B/A BASIL’S PIZZA & DELI, LOCATED AT 216 JOHNNY MERCER
BOULEVARD.
[DISTRICT 4.]

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Stone moved to approve the petition of Amanda N. Keck, d/b/a Basil’s Pizza &
Deli, located at 216 Johnny Mercer Boulevard, for renewal of Sunday sales of beer, wine and
liquor pouring license for 2007.  Commissioners Holmes and Odell seconded the motion and it
carried unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:   X-7
AGENDA DATE:  March 9, 2007

TO: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

THROUGH: R.E. ABOLT, COUNTY MANAGER

FROM: GREGORI S. ANDERSON, DIRECTOR OF BUILDING SAFETY AND
REGULATORY SERVICES
WILLIE LOVETT, ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE
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ISSUE
Request for renewal of Sunday sales of beer, wine pouring license for 2007,
Amanda N. Keck, d/b/a Basil’s Pizza & Deli, located at 216 Johnny Mercer
Boulevard.

BACKGROUND
Ms. Keck requests approval for renewal of Sunday sales of beer and  wine
pouring  license in connection with an existing  restaurant. The business at this
location meets the requirements of the Chatham County Alcoholic Beverage and
Sunday sales Ordinance. 

FACTS AND FINDINGS
1. The applications were reviewed by the Police Department for compliance of

the applicant and site distance requirements and approved.

2. The returned applications were reviewed by Regulatory Services.  The
County Fire Marshall inspected the site for compliance with the commercial
kitchen requirements and approved the facility.

3.  The applications are in compliance with all requirements.

4.  The applicant has been notified in writing of the date and time of the
hearing.

RECOMMENDATION
The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department and Regulatory
Services  recommend approval.

District 4

==========

8. REQUEST FOR RENEWAL OF SUNDAY SALES OF BEER, WINE AND
LIQUOR POURING LICENSE FOR 2007.  PETITIONER: WILLIAM MICHAEL
FOSTER, D/B/A WILMINGTON ISLAND CLUB, LOCATED AT 507
WILMINGTON ISLAND ROAD.
[DISTRICT 4.]

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Stone moved to approve the petition of William Michael Foster, d/b/a Wilmington
Island Club, located at 507 Wilmington Island Road, for renewal of Sunday sales of beer, wine
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and liquor pouring license for 2007. Commissioners Holmes and Odell seconded the motion and
it carried unanimously. 

AGENDA ITEM:   X-8
AGENDA DATE:  March 9, 2007

TO: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

THROUGH: R.E. ABOLT, COUNTY MANAGER

FROM: GREGORI S. ANDERSON, DIRECTOR OF BUILDING SAFETY AND
REGULATORY SERVICES
WILLIE LOVETT, ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE

ISSUE:
Request approval for new beer, wine, liquor pouring and Sunday Sales for 2007,
Mark Allen Mokren, Island Daiquiri Café, 313 Johnny Mercer Blvd, Savannah,
GA 31410.

BACKGROUND:
Mr.  Mokren requests approval for new beer, wine, liquor pouring and Sunday
sales licenses in connection with a new restaurant.

FACTS AND FINDINGS:
1. The application was reviewed by the Police Department for compliance of

the applicant and separation requirements and approved.

2. The returned application was reviewed by Regulatory Services. The County
Fire Marshall inspected the site for compliance with the commercial kitchen
requirements and approved the facility.

3. The applicant and business meets the requirements of the Chatham County
Alcoholic Beverage and Sunday Sales Ordinance.

4. The applicant has been notified in writing of the date and time of the
hearing.

RECOMMENDATION:
The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department and Building Safety and
Regulatory Services recommend approval.

District 4

==========
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9. REQUEST FOR RENEWAL OF SUNDAY SALES OF BEER, WINE AND
LIQUOR POURING LICENSE FOR 2007.  PETITIONER: ARTHUR C. GARZA,
D/B/A EL MARIACHI  RESTAURANT, LOCATED AT 5730 OGEECHEE ROAD,
SUITE 180.
[DISTRICT 7.]

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Stone moved to approve the petition of Arthur C. Garza, d/b/a El Mariachi
Restaurant, located at 5730 Ogeechee Road, Suite 180.  Commissioners Holmes and Odell
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

AGENDA ITEM:   X-9
AGENDA DATE:  March 9, 2007

TO: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

THROUGH: R.E. ABOLT, COUNTY MANAGER

FROM: GREGORI S. ANDERSON, DIRECTOR OF BUILDING SAFETY  AND
REGULATORY SERVICES
WILLIE LOVETT, ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE

ISSUE
Request for renewal Sunday sales of beer, wine and liquor pouring license for
2007,Arthur C. Garza, d/b/a El Mariachi Restaurant, located at 5730 Ogeechee
Road, STE 180.

BACKGROUND
Mr. Garza requests approval for renewal of Sunday sales of beer, wine and
liquor pouring license in connection with a new restaurant.  The business at this
location meets the requirements of the Chatham County Alcoholic Beverage
Ordinance.

FACTS AND FINDINGS
1. The application was reviewed by the Police Department for compliance of

the applicant and site distance requirements and approved.

2. The returned application was reviewed by Regulatory Services. The County
Fire Marshal inspected the site for compliance with the  commercial kitchen
requirements and approved the facility.
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3. This application is in compliance with all requirements.

4. The applicant has been notified of the hearing date and time.

RECOMMENDATION
The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department and Regulatory
Services recommend approval.

District 6

==========

10. REQUEST BOARD APPROVAL TO AWARD BIDS AS FOLLOWS: (Please
note that new purchase thresholds of $10,000 or more have been
enacted; however, contracts and change orders of a lesser amount still
will appear.).

ITEM DEPT. SOURCE AMOUNT FUNDING

A. Revenue generating
property lease
agreement

Parks and
Recreation

Marion
Bowens

$5,400 -
Revenue to
County

Revenue
Producing

B. Confirmation of
emergency replacement
purchase and instal-
lation of one (1) ten ton
Trane HVAC unit

Facilities
Maintenance
and Operations

McDevitt Air,
Inc.

$10,197 •General
Fund/M&O - Tax
Commissioner
($5,098.50)
•SSD - Building
Safety and
Regulatory
Services
($1,478.57)
•Enterprise Fund
- Building Safety
and Regulatory
Services
($3,619.93)

C. Purchase and
installation of two (2)
HVAC frequency drives
at the Judicial
Courthouse

Facilities
Maintenance
and Operations

Erickson
Associates,
Inc.

$21,207 General
Fund/M&O -
Facilities
Maintenance and
Operations
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D. Purchase and
installation of metal
studs, drywall,
insulation and ceilings
for offices to be
constructed at 408
West Broughton Street

SPLOST Hendricks
Interiors, Inc.

$37,083 SPLOST (2003-
2008) -
Courthouse
Renovations

E. Purchase and
installation of the HVAC
systems and associated
ducts for offices to be
constructed at 408
West Broughton Street

SPLOST All Season’s
Comfort, Inc.

$18,022 SPLOST (2003-
2008) -
Courthouse
Renovations

F. Purchase and
installation of the
electrical systems and
associated wiring for
offices to be
constructed at 408
West Broughton Street

SPLOST All Electric
and Specialty
Systems

$27,000 SPLOST (2003-
2008) -
Courthouse
Renovations

G.  Purchase and
installation of the
plumbing systems and
associated piping for
offices to be
constructed at 408
West Broughton Street

SPLOST Consolidated
Plumbing
Services
(Sole Source)
(WBE)

$15,956 SPLOST (2003-
2008) -
Courthouse
Renovations

H. Six (6) month
consulting contract for
the management of the
software development/
implementation project
within Building Safety 

Building Safety
and Regulatory
Services

Donald H.
Wilson

Not to
Exceed
$2,000

Enterprise Fund -
Building Safety
and Regulatory
Services
(Pending Board
approval of
transfer)

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Stone moved to approve Items 10-A through 10-H, both inclusive.  Commissioners
Holmes and Odell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

==========
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XI. FIRST READINGS

Proposed changes to ordinances must be read or presented in written form at two meetings held not

less than one week apart.  A vote on the following listed matters will occur at the next regularly scheduled

meeting.

On first reading, presentation by MPC staff and discussion only by Commissioners will be heard.

Comments, discussion and debate from members of the public will be received only at the meeting at

which a vote is to be taken on one of the following listed items.

1. THE PETITIONER, JAMIE CSIZMADIA, AGENT (FOR KERN-COLEMAN &
CO.), IS REQUESTING REZONING AT 653 LITTLE NECK ROAD FROM AN
R-A (RESIDENTIAL-AGRICULTURE) ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO A PUD-
M-6 (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT MULTIFAMILY, 6 UNITS PER ACRE)
CLASSIFICATION.  THE MPC RECOMMENDED APPROVAL.
MPC FILE NO. Z-070123-32398-1
[DISTRICT 7.]

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Chairman Liakakis read this item into the record as the first reading.

AGENDA ITEM:   X1-1
AGENDA DATE: March 9, 2007

TO: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

THRU: R. E. ABOLT, COUNTY MANAGER

FROM: THOMAS L. THOMSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LEGAL NOTICE/AGENDA HEADING:

The petitioner, Jamie Csizmadia, Agent (for Kern-Coleman & Co.,) is
requesting rezoning at 653 Little Neck Road from an R-A (Residential-
Agriculture) zoning classification to a PUD-M-6 (Planned Unit Development
Multifamily, 6 units per acre) classification.
The MPC recommended Approval.   MPC File No. Z-070123-32398-1

ISSUE:

Rezoning from an R-A (Residential - Agriculture) classification to a PUD-M-6
(Planned Unit Development-Residential – 6 units per net acre) classification.
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FACTS AND FINDINGS:

1. Public Notice:   All property owners located within 200 feet of the petitioned
site(s) were notified of the rezoning petition.

2. Site:   The subject property is 137.8 acres in size and is located on the west side
of Little Neck Road approximately 400 feet west of Henderson Oaks Drive.  The
site is vacant, with the exception of two single family houses and several
accessory structures to be removed from the site.

3. The petitioner requests that the site be rezoned to a PUD-M-6 zoning
classification in order to develop conventional single family detached houses
and single family attached and semi-attached townhomes.  The adjacent land
uses and zoning districts surrounding the subject property include:

   Location Land Use Zoning

   North Single Family R-A
Vacant Land R-A

   South Vacant Land R-A

   East Little Neck Road R-A
Vacant Land R-A

   West Single Family PUD-C[1]
Golf Course PUD-C

   [1] PUD-C - Planned Unit Development - Community

4. Zoning History/Existing Development Pattern:   The site has been zoned R-A
since zoning was adopted by Chatham County in 1962.  There have been no
zoning changes in the general area within the last 25 years with the exception
of the western adjacent property which was rezoned to its current PUD-C
(Planned Unit Development Community) classification in 1993 (MPC File
Number Z-93-10415-C).

On August 8, 2005, the City of Savannah annexed approximately 4,500 acres
of land west of Interstate 95 between Little Neck Road and Fort Argyle Road.
These properties were rezoned to their current PUD classification on October
27, 2005 in conjunction with the adoption of the New Hampstead PUD
ordinance.  The New Hampstead development is approximately 3.7 miles from
the petitioned site and reflects the trend for development and redevelopment in
this area of Chatham County.
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5. Existing R-A Zoning District:

a. Intent of the R-A District:   According to the Zoning Ordinance, the purpose
of the R-A district is to “protect those rural areas within the urban expansion
areas of the county for future urban development, and to protect certain rural
highway roadside areas against strip development which can lead to traffic
congestion, traffic hazards, and roadside blight.”

b. Allowed Uses:   The uses allowed within the R-A district appear in the
attached chart.

c. Development Standards: The development standards for the R-A district
appear in the attached table (Table 1).

6. Proposed PUD-M-6 Zoning District:

a. Intent of the PUD-M-6 District: The Zoning Ordinance does not provide an
intent for this district.  However, the definition states that under this district,
various types of residential uses shall be permitted with an overall net density
not to exceed 6 units per net acre.

b. Allowed Uses:   Multi-family dwellings, including townhomes, apartments,
condominiums, two-family dwellings, single family semi-detached dwellings,
single detached dwellings, and some business uses under certain conditions.

c. Development Standards:   The development standards for the PUD-M-6
district vary depending upon the type of development.  For instance, single
family detached residential must be developed in accordance with the R-1
(Single Family Residential) district standards.  Duplexes must be developed
in accordance with R-2-A (Two Family Residential) district standards.

7. Land Use Element:   Land Use Element:   The Chatham County
Comprehensive Plan  Future Land Use Map designates the subject property as
an amenity community.  Approval of the zoning map amendment would be
consistent with the Future Land Use Map.

8. Transportation Network:   The property is accessed from Little Neck Road, a
two lane public road.  According to the Street Classification Map, Little Neck
Road is classified as a collector roadway.  The 2004 average daily traffic count
for Little Neck Road from U.S. Highway 17 South (Ogeechee Road) to Interstate
95 was 2,300 vehicles.

9. Public Services and Facilities:   The site is served by Metropolitan police, City
fire protection and by City water and sewer.  The subject site is presently not
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served by the Chatham Area Transit Authority.  The nearest bus stop is located
at the intersection of Little Neck Road and Al Henderson Boulevard which is
approximately 3,825 feet south of the site.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses that would create traffic volumes,
noise level, odor, airborne particulate matter, visual blight, reduce light or
increased density of development that would adversely impact the livability or
quality of life in the surrounding neighborhood?

Yes     No     

2. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses that would adversely impact
adjacent and nearby properties by rendering such properties less desirable and
therefore less marketable for the type of development permitted under the
current zoning?

Yes     No     

3. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses that would generate a type or mix
of vehicular traffic on a street or highway that is incompatible with the type of
land use development along such street or highway?

Yes     No     

4. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses that would generate greater traffic
volumes at vehicular access points and cross streets than is generated by uses
permitted under the current zoning district to the detriment of maintaining
acceptable or current volume capacity (V/C) ratio for the streets that provide
vehicular access to the proposed zoning district and adjacent and nearby
properties?

Yes     No     

5. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses or scale of development that would
require a greater level of public services such as drainage facilities, utilities, or
safety services above that required for uses permitted under the current zoning
district such that the provision of these services will create financial burden to
the public?

Yes     No     

6. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses or scale of development that would
adversely impact the improvement or development of adjacent and nearby
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properties in accordance with existing zoning regulations and development
controls deemed necessary to maintain the stability and livability of the
surrounding neighborhood?

Yes     No     

7. Will the proposed zoning district permit development that is inconsistent with the
comprehensive land use plan?

Yes     No     

ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve the petitioner’s request to rezone the property from an R-A
classification to a PUD-M-6 classification.

2. Deny the petitioner’s request.

POLICY ANALYSIS:

The proposed rezoning is consistent with Chatham County’s Future Land Use Plan.
The proposed P-R-3-6 classification would provide conventional single family
development as well as low to medium density single family attached and semi-
attached residential housing opportunities that would be compatible with the zoning
pattern in the general area and would not adversely impact properties within the
general area.

RECOMMENDATION:   The MPC and Director of Building Safety and
Regulatory Services recommend Approval to rezone the property from an R-A
(Residential – Agriculture) classification to a PUD-M-6 (Planned Unit
Development Multi Family - 6 units per net acre).

PREPARED BY:    Jim Hansen, AICP, Director
 Development Services

February 6, 2007

                  Gregori Anderson, Director                      
BUILDING SAFETY AND REGULATORY SERVICES

==========
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2. A DELETION TO THE CHATHAM COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE SECTION
7-3(I)(4) SIGNS PAINTED ON BUILDINGS.  THE MPC RECOMMENDED
APPROVAL.
MPC FILE NO. Z-061229-86690-1
TEXT AMENDMENT

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Chairman Liakakis read this item into the record as the first reading.

AGENDA ITEM:   X1-1
AGENDA DATE: March 9, 2007

TO: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

THRU: R. E. ABOLT, COUNTY MANAGER

FROM: THOMAS L. THOMSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LEGAL NOTICE/AGENDA HEADING:

A deletion to the Chatham County Zoning Ordinance Section 7-3(i)(4) Signs painted
on buildings.  The MPC recommended approval.   MPC File No. Z-061229-86690-1

Issue:

This text amendment proposes to delete Section 7-3(i)(4) Signs Painted on
Buildings.  This section currently requires that any sign painted on a building be
approved by the Metropolitan Planning Commission.

Background:

This section was adopted along with the original Chatham County sign ordinance
in the 1980s.  This ordinance was based on the City of Savannah Sign Ordinance
already in existence at the time.  Historically, painting signs on buildings was an
accepted practice.  Today, this type of signage is much less prevalent and occurs
mostly in areas where painted signs already exist.  

County zoning enforcement officers do refer people seeking permits for this type of
signage to the MPC for approval.  However, many businesses in the County have
signs that are painted on the building that were not approved by the MPC.  These
are cases in which the sign has been installed without a permit from the City as well.
This section of the ordinance is enforced on a complaint driven basis with the
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person in violation given the choice of removing the painted sign or seeking MPC
approval.

Findings:

1. Signs that are painted on buildings are more affordable than permanent signs
that are affixed to a building.  This type of sign is typically requested by new
business owners who are just starting out and who cannot afford a permanent
sign.

2. Currently, signs that are painted on buildings must adhere to the same sign area
and permit requirements as permanent signs.

3. The current ordinance requires that the following conditions be met in order for
the MPC Board to approve a painted sign:

a. The sign meets all standards and regulations for fascia signs.

b. The sign complements the architectural features of the facade upon which
the sign is located in terms of style, color, design, location, etc.

c. The sign is located and applied to the facade of a building in a manner that
permits removal or painting over, without defacing, obscuring or otherwise
leaving an unsightly appearance.

These conditions are relatively easy to meet.  In addition, Condition b is much
more restrictive than the standards for permanent signs.  Most fascia signs in
Chatham County are not reviewed by MPC staff as long as the sign area
requirements are met.

4. Typically, MPC staff does not review signage for an existing building.  The
primary exception is for development within PUD districts which do not
specifically provide sign standards.  MPC staff review of these signs would
remain unchanged whether the sign is permanent or painted.

5. In the County, the review fee for sign plans is $155.  Some sign plan reviews
can take a good deal of time.  Additional expenses include sending meeting
notification letters to adjacent property owners, when necessary, and the time
and resources used to prepare the staff report for the meeting packages.

Alternatives:

1. Approve the proposed text amendment.

2. Deny the proposed text amendment.
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Policy Analysis:

Deleting this section of the sign ordinance would eliminate unnecessary time spent
by the Metropolitan Planning Commission staff and Board and would also
streamline the sign permit process without compromising the sign standards
required for all development.  In addition, this text amendment does not amend the
requirement for painted signs to receive a permit from Building Safety and
Regulatory Services.

RECOMMENDATION: The MPC and Director of Building Safety and Regulatory
Services recommend APPROVAL OF THE DELETION OF Section 7-3(I)(4) of the
Chatham County Zoning.

PREPARED BY:    Jim Hansen, AICP, Director
 Development Services

February 6, 2007

                  Gregori Anderson, Director                      
BUILDING SAFETY AND REGULATORY SERVICES

File No. Z-061229-86690-1

Delete Section 7–3(I)(4) Signs painted on buildings as follows:

REPEAL

Sec. 7-3(I)(4) Signs painted on buildings.

Principal use fascia signs may be painted directly to the signable area of a building
subject to the approval of the MPC provided such painted sign meets the following
conditions:

a. The sign meets all standards and regulations for fascia signs.

b. The sign complements the architectural features of the facade upon which
the sign is located in terms of style, color, design, location, etc.
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c. The sign is located and applied to the facade of a building in a manner that
permits removal or painting over, without defacing, obscuring or otherwise
leaving an unsightly appearance.

==========

XII.  SECOND READINGS

None.

==========

XIII.  INFORMATION ITEMS

1. PROGRESS  REPORT ON GENERAL FUND CONTINGENCY ACCOUNT -
M&O AND THE SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT (SEE ATTACHED).

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

A status report was attached as information.

==========

2. LIST OF PURCHASING ITEMS BETWEEN $2,500 AND $9,999 (SEE
ATTACHED).

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

A status report was attached as information.

     AGENDA ITEM:   XIII-2
AGENDA DATE:  March 9, 2007          

List of Purchasing Items between $2,500 and $9,999
That Do Not Require Board Approval

ITEM DEPT. SOURCE AMOUNT FUNDING

One (1) Motorola mobile
radio

Sheriff Motorola
Communications
(State Contract)

$5,142 General Fund/M&O -
Sheriff
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Weld bearing caps and
tighten anchor bolts for
the Causton Bluff Bridge

Bridges Alloy Industrial
Contractor, Inc.

$3,030 General Fund/M&O -
Bridges

Various repair parts for
road striper

Public Works
and Park
Services

Sherwin Williams $2,992 SSD - Public Works

250 tons #4 stone Solid Waste Martin Marietta $5,000 Solid Waste Restricted

Fabricate and install
entrance sign for Charlie
Brooks Park

Parks and
Recreation

Speedi-Sign, Inc. $5,400 CIP - Charlie Brooks
Park

Cisco network
infrastructure

SPLOST Entre Solutions
(MBE)

$4,753 SPLOST (2003-2008)
- Courthouse
Construction

Purchase and installation
of quick door units and
extension kits for high
density filing system
located in the Clerk of
Superior Court’s office

SPLOST Modern Business
Systems, Inc.
(Sole Source)

$4,622 SPLOST (2003-2008)
- Courthouse
Construction

==========

3. ROADS AND DRAINAGE REPORTS.

Status reports were attached as information.

AGENDA ITEM: XIII-3 - Roads

AGENDA DATE:   March 9, 2007
     TO:       Board of Commissioners

THRU:       R. E. Abolt, County Manager      

FROM:      Allan R. Black, P.E., Assistant County Engineer 

ISSUE:     To provide information on the status of Chatham County road projects.

BACKGROUND:   The schedules for construction are dictated by GDOT allocations
of funds among the Congressional districts and the balancing of funds in the
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Chatham Urban Transportation Study (CUTS) Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP).  The current Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) was approved by the
CUTS Policy Committee on June 22, 2005.  The TIP was approved on June 28,
2006.  Key milestone events are summarized in the attached table. 

FACTS AND FINDING: 

1.  Truman Parkway

a.  Phase 3.  Lighting project by GDOT is scheduled for completion in the fall of 2007.

b.  Phase 4.   Punch list items are pending before acceptance is made by GDOT from
R.B. Baker.

c.  Phase 5.  Right of way (ROW) plans were approved by the GDOT on June
30, 2005.  The property acquisitions will take until April 2008 to complete (26
parcels acquired by early acquisition; 65 parcels to acquire).  Design is
underway. 

2.  Whitfield Avenue Widening.  The FHWA approved the EA on February 13, 2004.
Preliminary design was completed in June, 2004.  Staff was advised in January,
2005, however, that the widening of the median for landscaping and the proposed
reduction in speed limit would require amending the previously approved Concept
Report and Environmental Assessment.  The wider median with landscaping causes
four additional residential displacements and increases GDOT's ROW acquisition
costs.  The revised Concept Report was submitted to GDOT on July 6, 2005.   A
Public Information Open House (PIOH) was held on February 28, 2006.  As a result
of a meeting with the GDOT Project Manager on May 2, 2006, the GDOT provided
(by email) written guidance as to an acceptable minimum landscaped median width
(not less than 40 feet) and a design speed (45 mph). The consultant received
additional comments from GDOT on July 19, 2006, and responded on August 17,
2006.   Approval of the Concept Report (and the design) is on hold pending
resolution of the median width (24 feet, 40 feet or 50 feet) and tree planting
opportunities.

3.  US 17, Ogeechee River to SR 204:  The bonding company for the GDOT project
awarded a new contract to complete the job.  The completion date is March 2007.

4.  Middleground Road/Montgomery Cross Road Widening.  Scheduled completion
is May 31, 2008.

5.  Diamond Causeway Widening.  Because of issues regarding the impact of
changed design criteria (width of median and design speed of high span bridge) on
approval of the EA, the GDOT has taken over management of the project.  In the
meantime, the County offered to do the improvements on Skidaway Island by
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permit.  The plans and permit are pending GDOT approval.  The Landings
Association has signed the donation letter.  Closing is pending.  The project is ready
to bid.  It will be advertised as soon as the signed easement is received.

6.  Bay Street Widening from I-516 to Bay Street Viaduct.   The Concept Report was
approved by the GDOT on February 9, 2005.   The FHWA approved the Draft EA
for Advancement to Public Hearing on October 20, 2006.   The public hearing was
held January 18, 2007.   The next milestone is completion of the EA and approval
by FHWA.

7.   Jimmy DeLoach Parkway, Phase 2 (I-16 to US 80).  The FHWA approved the
Final EA on March 3, 2006.  On September 22, 2006, the Board approved a change
order for the engineering services contract to complete the design.

8.  Stephenson Avenue.   Substantially complete as of April 1, 2005.  Liquidated
damages totaling $54,450 were assessed from December 1, 2004 to March 31,
2005.   GDOT, County, City of Savannah and APAC performed the joint final
inspection on June 14, 2005.   A punch list was compiled (129 items) and given to
APAC on June 21, 2005.   APAC is handling project close-out through their
attorneys.  APAC has had ample time to correct deficient items.  They have not had
a presence on the project for many months and have effectively abandoned the
project.  Staff has begun the process to find them in default of the contract. 

9.  White Bluff/Coffee Bluff Road.   A PIOH was held on August 12, 2004.  The
Need and Purpose Statement was revised to essentially create a 3-lane section
from Willow Road to Cedar Grove (near entrance to Country Day School) and to
improve the two lanes (i.e. widen pavement to 12 feet wide travel lanes) from Cedar
Grove to Rose Dhu Road.  It was submitted to GDOT January 19, 2006.  The
project will include either sidewalks on both sides or a multi-purpose trail on one
side.  GDOT has  transferred management of the project from Atlanta to the Jesup
District Office.  The revised Need and Purpose Statement has been approved by
GDOT and sent to FHWA for comments.

10.  Eisenhower Widening from Abercorn to Truman Parkway.   The Concept
Report was approved by GDOT on June 22, 2004.  Because of the high estimated
ROW costs (over $22 million -- local cost), the City of Savannah, County and
consultant proposed reductions in the project.  The proposal was sent to GDOT
October 28, 2005.   This project has also been transferred to the Jesup District
Office to manage.  City and County staffs have met  to discuss further reducing the
scope of the project.  A revised concept with reduced right-of-way impacts is being
evaluated.   

11.  Abercorn Widening from Truman Parkway to U.S. 17.  The GDOT is managing
a project for Abercorn Street from Truman Parkway (Phase 5) to U.S. 17.   PIOHs
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were held November 14 at AASU and November 15 at the SW Middle School on
U.S. 17.  GDOT and consultants are evaluating comments and alternatives.

12.  Skidaway Widening.   The Final EA was approved by the FHWA on December
30, 2004.  The Board approved a new engineering services contract with the
County's consultant on October 20, 2006,  to resume design of the project
incorporating all new GDOT requirements known to date. 

13.  Islands Expressway Bridge Replacement.  LPA Group (consultant) is under
contract with County to develop the Concept Report.  A PIOH was held on May 26,
2005, presenting three alternatives to construct high span bridges. Written
responses to the comments are complete.  The last utility relocation estimate was
received and the consultant submitted the Concept Report on August 8, 2006, to
GDOT.  A concept meeting is scheduled for March 22, 2007.

14.  Abercorn Intersection Improvements (DeRenne Avenue, Mall Boulevard,
Apache Drive, Tibet Avenue).  The County has certified the ROW to GDOT for
DeRenne, Apache and Mall Boulevard.  The ROW issue with the City of Savannah
involving Tibet has been resolved.  Appraisals for the Tibet Avenue intersection are
complete.  The two condemnations have been forwarded to GDOT for filing.

15.  Local Roads
a.   Fountain Road.    Board approved the construction contract on June 12,

2006.  NTP was issued July 24, 2006.  Estimated completion is in April 2007.
     

b.   Mobley Street, Yucca Place, Perkins Place.  The Board approved award  of
the construction contract on April 7, 2006.  The project is substantially complete.
A final inspection and punch list of corrections remain to be done.

c.  Heather Street, Shore Road.   The Board authorized the award of the
construction contract on April 7, 2006.  NTP was issued on June 21, 2006.  Shore
Road is substantially complete. Heather Street has been paved and is substantially
complete.  Clean up, dressing of the shoulders and a stand of grass remain.
Estimated completion is March  2007.

d.   Dulany Road.  The request for County Contract with GDOT was approved
by the Board on October 21, 2005.  Several alternatives have been designed.  The
project is on hold because of right of  way issues with one of the two property
owners affected by the project. 

  
e.  Palm Drive.  Construction plans are complete.  Bid opening is scheduled for

April 18, 2007.  

f.  Old Pine Barren Road.  ROW negotiations are complete.  Construction plans
are complete.  Funding from GDOT for a County Contract has been delayed due
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to the amount of funds already committed to projects in Chatham County (e.g.  for
the Gulfstream Product Support Road). 

g.  Stone Street.  The Board authorized entering into a County Contract with
GDOT on February 24, 2006.  The request (GDOT Form 532) was sent to GDOT
on March 1, 2006.  GDOT authorized preparation of a County Contract by copy of
letter to the Jesup District Engineer Glenn Durrence dated November 8, 2006.
Contract documents are in the process of being executed.    Final construction plans
and plats to acquire ROW were returned to the design consultant for corrections on
October 27, 2006.  Two parcels are impacted.

h.  Chatham Health Department Roadway Connecter.  The bid opening was
January 24, 2007. The Board approved award of the contract to A. D. Williams
Contracting in the amount of $154, 991 at the February 9, 2007, meeting.

RECOMMENDATION:   For information.

Districts: All

SUMMARY OF ROAD PROJECT STATUS
March 2007

PROJECT ELEMENT MILESTONE
FOR

COMPLETION

AGENCY
RESPONSIBLE

NOTES

Truman Parkway,

Phase 5

Environmental

ROW

Final Design

Construction

Complete

April  2008

Feb 2007

County

County/GDOT

County/GDOT

GDOT

EIS approved 8/12/99

Acquisition underway.

CST FY 2009 

US 17: Ogeechee River

to SR 204

Construction March 2007 GDOT

Middleground/Montgom

ery Cross Road

W idening

Construction May 2008 GDOT Change order with APAC

signed May 31, 2006.

Jimmy DeLoach

Parkway, Phase 2

Environmental

ROW

Design

Construction

Mar 2006 County

County

County

GDOT

Final EA approved by

FHW A.

CST LR

W hitfield Avenue

W idening

Environmental

Design

ROW

Construction

Feb 2004 County

County

County/GDOT

GDOT

EA/FONSI approved

2/13/04.

On hold - median/tree

issue.

ROW  funded FY2006/07

CST FY 2008



FRIDAY MARCH 9 2007

51

Diamond  Causeway 

W idening and two

bridges

Environmental

Design

ROW

Construction

Unknown GDOT

GDOT

GDOT

GDOT

Draft EA signed Feb 05.

ROW  FY 2007

CST FY 2010

Skidaway Road

W idening

Environmental

Design

ROW

Construction

Complete County

County

County

GDOT

Final EA signed 12/30/04.

New contract 10/20/06.

 CST  FY 2010

Bay Street from I-516

to Viaduct

Environmental

ROW

Final Design

Construction

Mar  2007 County

County

County

GDOT

Draft EA approved

10/20/06.

ROW  (Local cost) FY

2008

CST LR

W hite Bluff/Coffee Bluff Environmental Unknown County CST FY 2010

Eisenhower (Abercorn

to Truman Parkway)      

 

Environmental

Construction

County Concept Report approved

6/22/04.

CST FY 2010

NOTES: CST = FY in which the projects are programmed for construction in the CUTS 2007-2009 TIP. 

AGENDA ITEM:  XIII-3 - Drainage

AGENDA DATE: March 9, 2007    

TO:           Board of Commissioners

THRU:      R. E. Abolt, County Manager                                        

FROM:      A. R. Black, Assistant County Engineer

ISSUE:     To provide information on the status of Chatham County drainage
projects.

BACKGROUND:     For construction contracts that have been awarded, this report
provides the latest scheduled completion dates.  For projects pending
environmental permits, start dates are best estimates.    All project scopes include
varying degrees of canal widening, bank stabilization, larger bridges  and culverts.

FACTS AND FINDING: 

1. Pipemakers Canal
a. Phase 1 (From the outfall at Savannah River to SR 21).  Double channel

size, replace bridges, replace tidegate, and provide maintenance access.
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i. Construction work is complete and the new sluice gates function
automatically.  A final pay request from the contractor and a summary
change order are outstanding.

ii. A project to make adjustments to the equipment to improve operation
was completed in January and achieved expected results. 

b. Phase 2 (From SR 21 to I-95).  Double channel size and provide mainte-
nance access.  The permit application documents have been submitted to
the USACE for approval.  The Consultant and staff are working to address
preliminary comments.

c. Kahn Mitigation Site.  This site will provide the necessary wetland mitigation
for the Pipemakers Canal Drainage Improvement project.  Staff has been
advised that the planned wetland mitigation improvements at this site might
be opposed by the Federal Aviation Administration on the basis of its
potential to attract wildlife.

d. Bridge Removal and Sheet Pile Wall Modifications.  A project to remove an
existing bridge that restricts drainage from Pipemakers Canal into the
Savannah River.  Work has been suspended while options with the Georgia
Ports Authority are discussed.  

2. Hardin Canal
a. Phase 1 (SR307 bridges).  Widen channel and replace bridge crossings.

The permit from the USACE has been obtained.  Preliminary right of way
drawings are under review by staff and design work is underway.

b. Phase 1 (Southbridge bridges).  Replace bridge crossings.  The owners of
the Southbridge Golf Course have offered to cooperate in a project to
replace two bridges with wider structures.  Right of way acquisition is
underway.   Design work will commence after the right of way is secured.

c. Phase 2 (From 307 to Pine Barren Road).  Widen channel and construct a
detention pond.  No target construction date.  Staff is working to acquire
canal rights of way for the future improvements on property owned by the
Georgia Ports Authority.  

3. Placentia Canal Phase 2  A project to correct drainage problem along
Tennessee Ave. and to improve the appearance of the canal near the
Bonaventure Bridge.  Permits have expired and construction remains on hold
pending acquisition of the required easements.

4. Westlake/Springfield Canal
a. Acquisition and removal of flood-prone properties are complete.

Construction of a project to improve access for maintenance of the canal is
complete.

b. CSX railroad undercrossing.  Final Design is complete.  Staff is working to
acquire access onto Hunter Army Airfield property which is required to
facilitate project construction.  Staff expects to secure permission to enter
onto HAAF property for project construction soon.  A change order to the
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design contract needed to accommodate new permitting requirements is
pending approval by the Board.

5. Conaway Branch Canal (tributary of Pipemakers Canal)  Widen channel with
road crossing improvements and a maintenance road from north of Main Street
to the Pipemakers Canal.  
a. Phase 1A extends from Pipemakers Canal to Conaway Road.  Right of way

acquisition is underway.  Coordination with GDOT for the crossing at
Highway 80 is ongoing.

b. Phase 1B extends from Conaway Road to Main Street.  There is no target
date for completion.

c. Phase 1C includes the area west of Maple Street.  Construction costs are to
be funded by the City of Bloomingdale.  Recommended improvements have
been provided to the City of Bloomingdale.

6. Little Hurst Canal  Improve undercrossings at SR 21 and railroad, and widen
channel downstream of SR21.  A project to acquire rights of way and
easements, and to acquire the required permits is underway.  Work is underway
to conduct preliminary geotechnical investigations to be used for final design of
the improvements.  The project work has been delayed, waiting on approval to
enter property owned by the GPA.

7. Wilmington Park Canal Phase 2  Widen channel and improve culvert crossings
under Wilmington Island Road.  The permit from USACE was received on July
5, 2002.  Project is under design, incorporating changes to reduce cost while still
attaining storm water goals.  Review of preliminary report and recommendations
is complete.  Staff will begin acquisition of easements and rights of way in the
future.

8. Kings Way Canal Phase 2  Widen channel and enlarge culverts from Kings Way
Court to the  Truman Parkway.  Preliminary design and easement plans have
been reviewed and returned to the consultant for revisions.

9. Romney  Place Drainage Phase 2  Improve storm drains and road crossings on
Romney Place and along Parkersburg Road.  Final design drawings are
complete.  Permitting has been completed and  acquisition of rights of way and
easements is underway.   The project will connect to the Skidaway Road
Shoulder Improvement Project which will include improvements to the roadside
ditch. 

10. Village Green Canal, Phase 2 A project to improve the outfall.   Wetland
delineation has been approved by the USACE.  The Board approved the
engineering contract at its meeting of February 23, 2007.  Work will begin
upon issuance of a contract by the Purchasing Department.
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11. Port Industrial Park  Increase the capacity of the crossing under State Route
307 and improve the channel downstream to Pipemakers Canal. Design of
the project to improve the canal downstream from SR307 to Pipemakers
Canal is complete.  Staff is working with Garden City staff and the property
owner to coordinate plans for future development with the needs of the
drainage improvement project.

12. Louis Mills Canal  Widen channel from Veterans Parkway downstream to
outfall at Westlake Canal  and improve crossing under Marshall Avenue.
Design is complete.  Acquisition of Easements and ROW is underway.  The
permit from the USACE has been obtained.  Staff is working to secure the
necessary Stream Buffer Variance from the Department of Natural
Resources.  Construction work will be delayed until improvements can be
made to the downstream railroad undercrossing that is a part of the
Westlake/Springfield Canal Drainage Improvement Project.

13. Redgate/Rahn Dairy   A project to provide larger undercrossings at several
roads, canal widening and provisions for maintenance access.  This project
will reduce storm water flows in the Louis Mills system as well as improve the
drainage in the Rahn Dairy canal.  Preliminary design is complete and the
permit from the USACE has been obtained.  The Stream Buffer Variance
from the Department of Natural Resources has been issued. Acquisition of
easements is underway.  

14. Diggs Avenue Drainage (part of Louis Mills)  This drainage improvement
project involves improving drainage at the east end of Diggs Avenue.  Notice
to proceed with construction was issued to the contractor on June 9, 2006.
Construction is complete.

15. Ogeechee Farms Phase 2  Improve road crossings at various locations.  The
permit from the  USACE has been received.  Mitigation requirements have
been met.  A fee proposal from the Consultant for design of drainage
improvements in additional areas identified by Public Works has been
requested. 

16. Fawcett Canal Phase 2  Provide increased storm water drainage capacity in
areas affecting Red Fox Drive and White Hawthorne Drive.  Design is
complete.  Acquisition of easements from the City of Savannah is complete.
Acquisition of the remaining easements is underway.  To protect existing
residential structures, a limited investigation of geotechnical conditions is
underway.

17. Quacco Canal Drainage Improvements East of US17  Improve Quacco
Canal and associated road undercrossing capacities from US 17 to marsh,
including removal of a private tidegate structure.  The permit from USACE
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has been received and required easements have been acquired.  The Board
approved the engineering contract at its meeting of February 9, 2007.  Work
will begin upon issuance of a contract by the Purchasing Department.

18. Quacco/Regency Park  Storm collector improvements to relieve severity and
frequency of flooding within community.   Design work is underway.

19. Halcyon Bluff Subdivision  Storm collector improvements to relieve severity
and frequency of flooding within community.  Construction is approximately
85 percent complete. A change order to relocate a water line and to
install additional inlets was approved by the Board at its February 9, 2007
meeting.

20. Golden Isles Subdivision Phase 2  Storm collector improvements to relieve
severity and frequency of flooding within community.   Approval by Health
Department to proceed with the project has been obtained.  Right of way
acquisition is complete.  Options to provide access for maintenance of the
outfall are being evaluated.  Staff is negotiating a fee proposal with the
consultant to provide surveying services.

21. Georgetown Canal  Upgrading roadway undercrossings to improve drainage
capacity at St. Ives Way.  This project is complete.

22. Wilmington Outfall  A project to correct storm sewer drainage pipes between
Wilmington Road and the Wilmington River.  Design work is completed and
necessary easements for construction work have been obtained.  The project
is currently being advertised for construction bids.

23. Henderson  Channel and crossing improvements to alleviate flooding in the
subdivision.

a. Brown Thrush Canal (a.k.a. Channel 1): Crossing and channel improvements
on the canal parallel to Brown Thrush Road, from Al Henderson Blvd. to Little
Neck Road.  Design work is underway.

b. Little Neck Crossing: Replacement of the undersized culvert.  A contract for
design and permitting was approved by the Board on September 22, 2006.
Design work is underway.

c. Henderson Canal: Provide maintenance road for canal from Gateway Blvd.
to Little Neck Road through wetlands.  Wetland delineation has been
approved by the USACE.  No target construction date.

24. Walthour Canal at Off Shore  A project to improve the undersized culverts
under the entrance road to the Off Shore Subdivision.  Final construction
documents have been received.  Efforts continue to secure the necessary
permits for construction of the project. 
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RECOMMENDATION:     For information.

Districts:  All                                           Prepared by W. C. Uhl, P.E.

==========

4. MONTHLY STATUS REPORT ON NEW RECREATION RESOURCES (RAP).

A status report was attached as information.

 AGENDA ITEM:   XIII-4
 AGENDA DATE: March 9, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R. E. Abolt, County Manager

FROM: Robert Drewry Director, Public Works and Park Services

ISSUE:  Provide Board a status update on RAP

BACKGROUND: 
At the Board’s request, staff has developed a Recreational Action Plan (RAP) that
best utilizes the additional funds allocated to Parks and Recreation for FY 07.  It is
staff’s overall commitment to improve the visibility of the recreation facilities and the
quality of recreational programs for the citizens of this community. 

FACTS AND FINDINGS: 
1. To provide the Board with data on RAP
2. FY 06 staff was able to accomplish the following:

• In-house renovation of Lake Mayer’s Restrooms
• Installed new infield mix for Ambuc Park, L. Scott Stell, and Charlie Brooks

Park
• Installed new backstop and foul line fencing for Ambuc Park
• Hired nine Maintenance Workers
• Replaced the scoreboards at Ambuc, L. Scott Stell, and Charlie Brooks Park
• Replaced all roofs at Memorial Stadium
• Purchased three new vehicles
• Purchased material for the renovation of the restroom at Ambuc Park
• Painted the exterior of the concession stand at L. Scott Stell, and Ambuc

Park
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• Contracts were awarded to replace the roof on the large pavilion at Lake
Mayer, and reconstruct/resurface eighteen tennis courts

3. With remaining funds allocated for FY 07, staff established a priority project list
and anticipate proceeding with the following:
• Mid-month completion date for replacing the Large pavilion roof at Lake

Mayer.
• Work to reconstruct/resurface eighteen tennis courts began on 2/25/07.

4. Priority projects identified on previous RAP reports that are still unfunded:
• Back stop fencing and dugouts replacement at L. Scott Stell

FUNDING:
Looking at CIP choices by Board in early 2007

RECOMMENDATION:
For Board Information Only

[All Districts]

==========

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon motion being made by Commissioner Thomas and seconded by Commissioners Holmes
and Farrell, the Board recessed at 11:18 a.m., to go into Executive Session for the purpose of
discussing litigation, land acquisition and personnel.

Following adjournment of the Executive Session, the meeting of the Board of Commissioners was
reconvened at 11:40 a.m.

==========

ITEMS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION

1. DISCUSSION REGARDING SETTLEMENT OF CHATHAM COUNTY V. 0.168
ACRES OF LAND; GENEVA GODDARD WILLIAMS, CV03-0247-BA
[JONATHAN HART].
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ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Farrell moved to approve the settlement of Chatham County v. 0.168 Acres of
Land; Geneva Goddard Williams, CV03-0247-BA,  in the amount of $37,300.   Commissioner
Odell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

==========

2. REQUEST BOARD APPROVE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CHAIRMAN
TO EXECUTE AN AFFIDAVIT THAT THE EXECUTIVE SESSION WAS HELD
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Kicklighter moved to approve a motion to authorize the Chairman to execute an
Affidavit that the Executive Session was held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act.
Commissioner Odell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

==========

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 11:>>> a.m.

============

APPROVED:  THIS                DAY OF                               , 2007

                                                                                                 
PETE LIAKAKIS, CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF              

COMMISSIONERS OF CHATHAM COUNTY, GEORGIA   

                                                                                                 
                     SYBIL E. TILLMAN, CLERK OF COMMISSION


