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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF CHATHAM COUNTY, GEORGIA, HELD ON FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2007, IN
THE COMMISSION MEETING ROOM ON THE SECOND FLOOR OF THE
CHATHAM COUNTY COURTHOUSE, LEGISLATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE
BUILDING, 124 BULL STREET, SAVANNAH, GEORGIA.

I.   CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Pete Liakakis called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m., Friday, March 23, 2007.

============

II.  INVOCATION

Commissioner Dean Kicklighter gave the Invocation.

============

III.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  

============

IV.  ROLL CALL

The Clerk called the roll.

Present: Pete Liakakis, Chairman
B. Dean Kicklighter, Chairman Pro Tem, District Seven
Helen L. Stone, District One
James J. Holmes, District Two
Patrick Shay, District Three
Harris Odell, Jr., District Five
David M. Gellatly, District Six

Absent: Dr. Priscilla D. Thomas, Vice Chairman, District Eight
Patrick K. Farrell, District Four
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Also present: Russell Abolt, County Manager
Jonathan Hart, County Attorney
Sybil E. Tillman, County Clerk

Chairman Liakakis said, I’d like a motion on the floor to excuse Commissioner Patrick Farrell, who
is out of town, and Commissioner Priscilla Thomas, who is in the hospital.  Commissioner Stone
said, so moved, Mr. Chairman.  Chairman Liakakis said, we have a motion on the floor.  Do we
have a second?  Commissioner Holmes said, second.  Chairman Liakakis said, let’s go on the
board.  The motion carried unanimously.  Chairman Liakakis said, the motion passes.

==========

YOUTH COMMISSIONERS 

Chairman Liakakis welcomed the following Youth Commissioners who were in attendance: Alexis
Proctor, a Junior at St. Vincent’s Academy, and Shaniqua Purvis, a Sophomore from Groves High
School. 

==========

V. PROCLAMATIONS AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

1. RECOGNITION OF LARRY LOWER’S SERVICE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE
BOARD OF ASSESSORS.

Chairman Liakakis said, I’d like to call on Commissioner Patrick Shay for recognition of Larry
Lower’s service as Chairman of the Board of Assessors.  Larry [Lower], if you’d come forth please.

Chairman Liakakis read the following into the record:
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to

Larry Lower
The Chairman and Board of Commissioners offer their sincere

gratitude for a “job well done.”  Your service to the Board of
Assessors, and especially as Chairman from January 2005 to January
2007, helped to restore integrity to the Assessor’s Office.  Through
your leadership and cooperative spirit with the Board of
Commissioners, the Assessor’s Office expanded staffing to meet
service levels and restructured itself to increase efficiencies for the
betterment of the citizens which we serve.

Presented this 23  day of March, 2007.rd

Commissioner Shay said, thank you, Larry [Lower].

Mr. Lower said, I want to thank you all for that, and I want to thank the Assessor’s staff, the
greater staff of the Assessor’s office for allowing me to work with them during this period of time,
and especially the Commissioners who have allowed me to serve yourself and the citizens of
Chatham County.  I’ve worked in public service over 30 years and I really have found this to be
one of the most rewarding tours that I’ve ever been able to have with the public.  I thank you for
that opportunity.  
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Chairman Liakakis said, thank you, Larry [Lower].  Most of us know the good job that you have
done there, and what’s really good, too, with our Board of Assessors, looking into some areas of
the community that have not been paying their fair share of taxes, and that’s really good because
you’re finding especially a couple of very large companies that have not been paying their fair
share of taxes because if we get more of those, then that means there’s a possibility that we can
reduce the taxes on people’s residence and maybe some of the commercial property in this
community, and that’s really good.  I commend the Board of Assessors for looking into that
because that’s really good.  It’s a separate entity, the Board of Assessors from the County
Commissioners, but we appreciate that, and I know the citizens will too once you complete the
things that this Board is doing now.

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Odell.

Commissioner Odell said, oh, no.  David [Gellatly].

Commissioner Gellatly said, I’d like to just make a comment.  You know, Larry [Lower] indicated
that he’s had decades of experience in public service.  What he neglected to point out that a good
part of that was in law enforcement.  So he came from good stock, and also part of that — which
I’ve always admired before — he was a Chief of Police for three years in a city called Harvey,
Illinois.  Harvey, Illinois, is surrounded on all sides by the City of Chicago, and that would be the
worst part of the City of Chicago.  Harvey, Illinois, is probably one of the toughest cities in
America.  He survived in that city as Chief of Police for three years and left of his own free will and
accord, and I point out the average tenure of a Chief of Police was about six months back then.
So you certainly, like I say, you come from good stock.  I’m proud of the fact that you are, in fact,
my brother-in-blue and you have in fact restored integrity to the Board of Assessors, and I
appreciate it.  Thank you.  Mr. Lower said, thank you.

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Kicklighter.

Commissioner Kicklighter said, Mr. Lower, I want to just let you know I’m going to miss you.
You’re one of a kind.  All we ever had to do was ask you how things were going at the Board of
Assessors and you would tell it and tell it just like it is.  I think that’s a great trait and we never had
to guess or wonder, and I’ll personally miss you being over there because you definitely told it just
as it was, and we appreciate everything.  You did a great job.  Mr. Lower said, thank you, sir.

Commissioner Gellatly said, he’s not going anywhere for a long time.

Commissioner Shay said, Larry [Lower], it was an honor for me to be able to read that on behalf
of the Commission, but also on a personal level I want you to know that I have an enormous
respect for you and the job that you’ve done and certainly hope you won’t give up on us, that there
are other ways that I hope you’ll find help us continue to provide service to our citizens.  But thank
you so much for what you’ve given.

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Odell.
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Commissioner Odell said, hey, Larry [Lower].  Did you like the plaque?  Mr. Lower said, yes sir.
Commissioner Odell said, I’m glad.  You know, it’s extremely difficult to get good people who are
dedicated to public service, who come in, who have no agenda, just want to do a good job all the
way around, and I think that’s what we found in you.  And you and I have had many arguments,
we’ve had many agreements, but I wanted you to know that I sincerely respect your effort.  Public
service is often a very thankless task, especially when you’re going to folks asking them for
money.  Everyone loves the red, white and blue, but everyone else believes that everyone else
should be paying their taxes and they should be except — an exception.  It’s a very difficult role,
but you handled it well.  I really appreciate your effort and when we talked about acknowledging
your service, I did not want us to give you a little paper plaque.  We needed to give you something
permanent because your efforts have been permanent on Chatham County.  We had large
industries that were under-paying taxes prior to your coming.  We’re getting to that.  I mean, I want
the public to understand that public service is — it’s kind of like watching sausage being made.
It’s a very difficult task, but it’s a necessary task, and you were a necessary part of that task.  And
on behalf of my fellow Commissioners — and you can see that in the audience, we really
appreciate what you do.  Don’t let that lead you to believe that we don’t have differences.  Any
time you have two people who think, you have difference.  The only time, and I try to explain this
to my 16-year-old daughter who argues about using the car on Friday night, when you have two
people who [inaudible], you have occasionally difference, but I respect you and thank you for your
effort.  

Mr. Lower said, and I thank you and I agree.  You know, you’ve got to have differences to make
changes and you can’t let those differences stand in the way of progress, and that’s the way I
work.  You know, I’m going to have to because we’re two human beings.  We’re different.  We see
things differently, but when that — whoever has to make the decision that that’s the way we go,
that’s the way we go and we go on and we try to do something else.  And I appreciate that
opportunity.

Chairman Liakakis said, thank you very much again, Larry [Lower].  Mr. Lower said, thank you.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Shay presented to Mr. Larry Lower a plaque from the Board of Commissioners
recognizing his service as Chairman of the Board of Assessors from January 2005 to January
2007.

==========

2. INTRODUCTION OF ROY HARRIS, NEW COMMANDER OF THE COUNTER
NARCOTICS TEAM.

Chairman Liakakis said, I’d like for Roy Harris, who has been appointed the new commander of
the Counter Narcotics Team to come forth at the podium please.  Roy Harris has had a
distinguished career in law enforcement.  He retired as the Deputy Director of the Georgia Bureau
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of Investigation.  All of the Commissioners received his résumé and it  showed, you know, working
in many areas of law enforcement, especially commanding drug squads and working with the drug
situation all over the State of Georgia, and he’s well-qualified to be the CNT new commander that
was chosen by our County Manager.  And I want you to know on behalf of the Chatham County
Commission, Roy [Harris], that we welcome you here and hope that all of our law enforcement
people will come together, you know, and work.  But we can see that your history has show that
working with most of the departments in the State of Georgia in law enforcement, that you did a
really good job and brought people together, which is really important, especially for this job that
you have here as Commander of CNT in Chatham County.  Commander Harris said, thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Commissioner Odell said, I welcome you.  You have an awesome job.  If you look at the crimes
in Chatham County, I’d say an overwhelming majority of the personal crimes — burglary, breaking
into cars, the purse snatchings, the robberies —, I’d say an overwhelming majority have a drug
background.  When I say a drug background, the perpetrator either within 24 hours or within 24
minutes of the incident has used some kind of illegal substance.  Drugs is tearing at the fiber of
not only of this city of this community and Chatham County has to get a handle, and your role is
a very difficult task.  Your role is part of the enforcement and catch, but I think as you come here
it’s important for the ministers in our community, for them to realize their obligation.  When you
have a loss of family, you have an increase in crime.  When you have a reduction in mental
health, you have an increase in crime.  There are people who self-medicate by using crack.  I
would like to see us get to the major dealers of drugs.  Our jails are overflowing with nickel and
dime five dollar, fifty dollar, hundred dollar want-a-be drug dealers.  I’d like to see us — because
somebody’s making it in larger quantities.  I cannot believe that crack is only made in fifty and a
hundred dollar hits.  But I know that you’ll be working with other departments.  The Feds have a
fairly active unit, and welcome.  If — anything that we can do to be able to assist, we’re all on the
same team, and that team is that we are a civilized community.  Drugs is tearing at the civility of
this community, and I don’t know why you would take this job, and it’s crazy but in that you have,
welcome aboard and we will work with you.  You have a dedicated Commission .  We are headed
by a former Chief who is our in-house expert on policing and law enforcement, and there’s no one
that does not look at the Chief when a question comes up on law enforcement and ask him the
question.  Between him and the Chairman, you’ll find all the support to hopefully make this thing
work.  Commander Harris said, thank you, Commissioner Odell.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Liakakis said, Helen [Stone]?  James [Holmes], go ahead.

Commissioner Holmes said, welcome to Chatham County, Mr. Roy Harris.  If you look at my name
tag right there, Second District, it’s a lot of drug activity in my district, and about three months ago
I started to go to the Interim to attack that, but I waited until Roy [Harris] got in town.  Now that
you’re in town, I want you to roll your sleeve up because we got some activity in my district that
I want to clean up.  But welcome aboard, welcome to Chatham County, and as Odell stated, we
are supportive of you.  Thank you.

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Stone.
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Commissioner Stone said, I just want to confirm what’s been said.  A warm welcome, we’re here
for your support.  We do recognize that our community is unfortunately facing drug issues, and
we just want you to know that we’re very fortunate to have someone with your background here,
and anyway that we can support you and help you to get started in your job here, look to us.
Thank you.  Commander Harris said, thank you.

Chairman Liakakis said, thank you very much, Roy [Harris].

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

The new Commander of the Counter Narcotics Team, Roy Harris, was introduced to the Board
and the citizens. 

==========

3. STEP UP GRADUATION.

Chairman Liakakis asked, Daniel Dodd, would you come to the podium please.  This Step Up
Graduation is a pilot program that the County got involved in in 2005.  The Chatham County
Commission joined up with the City of Savannah Poverty Program that they were working along
with a number of the business community and all, and since this pilot program went into effect in
2005, what we did was we put money into this pilot program so that we could take people out of
the poverty area and place them in Savannah Technical College and in other instruction areas
where they learn a skill, and once they learn that particular skill, whether it was a carpenter,
whether it was a bricklayer or whatever it might be, then once they graduated, the Home Builders
of Savannah stepped forward and said we will hire those graduates because we need them.  We
need skilled workers in the home building of the Savannah and Chatham County area.  We see
a lot of that going on here.  Fortunately, we are better off than some other parts of the country
because a lot of home building and we’ve got great economic development going on in our area.
And, of course, what occurred was Daniel Dodd was hired as the Executive Director, who has
done an outstanding job.  So, Daniel, I would like you to take over now and let’s proceed with the
graduation.

Mr. Daniel Dodd said, good morning, Mr. Chairman and County Commission, Mr. County
Manager.  As you can see, our numbers are growing.  We’ve been doing some very aggressive
recruiting and with that we’ve been very careful to do as many of you have said to make sure all
of the individuals that are entering the program are good.  With that said, we always have people
that will slip through the cracks and we really want this program to be for people that are very self-
motivated and the Home Builders Association have been tremendous with the patience and with
the persistence with this whole program, and they’re sticking with it and the caliber of students and
the commitments of these individuals that are here today that have graduated,  and many of there
are working with Home Builders — with subcontractors working through the Home Builders — and
their commitment has been tremendous and we’re very proud of them and we’re very proud of
this program.  Again, the real credit comes to this Chatham County Commission for coming up
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with the idea for this program and for putting the funds up for this program and the County staff
that continues to support this program.  As you know, I am the Director of Step Up Savannah’s
Poverty Production Initiative, which is a collaboration of many organizations, and we’ve been very
much involved with equating power production to economic development, and as we talk about
things like crime and all these issues that we have in our community, we know that programs like
this are certainly worth their value in stopping to allow the crime and stimulating economic
development and supporting the Home Builders Association, which is such an important part of
our community.  With that said, I would like to go ahead and turn this over to Mike Vacquer from
the Home Builders Association and then Carole Fireall, who is the Project Manager with the
Construction Apprentice Program, will actually do the — lead us through the graduation.  Thank
you.

Mr. Mike Vacquer said, thank you.  Good morning.  I’m Mike Vacquer.  I’m the Director of
Governmental Affairs for the Home Builders Association of Greater Savannah.  We want to thank
you for giving us the opportunity to participate in this program.  This is truly something remarkable,
something that is delivering keen benefits to the community and delivering benefits to these
individuals who have dedicated themselves to go through this program.  It does require them to
learn a skill.  It gives them a life skill that they can carry with them wherever they go and be
successful in the future.  It gives them the tools of the trade, so to speak.  We have had strong
success with our subcontractors and working with these individuals and training them, training
them so that they can then be successful in gaining employment in the home building industry.
So we thank you for your support of this program.  We look forward to modifications to it that will
take place as we move forward to make it operate a little bit smoother and look forward to the
continued success.  I have Matthew Young, our Vice President of Home Builders Association of
Savannah with me today and he’d like to have a couple of comments as well.

Mr. Matthew Young said, thank you.  I appreciate y’all having me here today.  I am here on behalf
of the Home Builders Association, along with being one of the board members that is involved in
this program.  I have been with all three classes, as have several of the builders on the officer’s
level.  So it is something that we take very seriously and we’re very interested in seeing it move
forward for a time to come.  As Mike [Vacquer] said, we’re looking forward to meeting with y’all
and going through some revisions.  It is exciting though to see how it has already improved from
the first class to second to third class, and we again look forward to being in it for a good long
haul.

Chairman Liakakis said, thank you again because not only are you hiring graduates from this
program, but you also contributed $5,000 to put into the program, which was really good to help
out for the finances of the program.  Mr. Young said, thank you again.

Ms. Carole Fireall said, good morning.  Chairman Liakakis said, good morning.  Ms. Fireall said,
it is my to —.  Chairman Liakakis said, identify — excuse me.  Identify yourself for the Clerk
please.  Ms. Fireall said, okay.  I am Carole Fireall and I am actually the outgoing Manager of the
Construction Apprentice Program and as we get through the presentation, I will introduce you to
the new Manager, who is already on board and is taking my place.  But it is my esteemed
pleasure to present to you members of the second graduating class for the Construction
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Apprentice Program and the third graduating class.  We have actually two classes represented
behind us here.  We did invite each and every person who has completed the program to be with
us this morning; however, some of them are working, just as they were before, and just could not
get off to be with us.  But I will call everyone’s name and for those who are here we have a
presentation of a certificate for you.  S

Ms. Fireall said, so members of the second graduating class, the first graduate is Julie Siti
Brannen.  Her builder was Corde Wilson of Beacon Builders and that is the person who
sponsored Julie’s apprenticeship.  Julie, congratulations.  Mr. Edmund Brown, who is not with us
this morning, but I understand Laquida Lewis will accept his certificate for him.  Our third student
is Mr. Johnny Dixon, who is not with us this morning.  His builder sponsor was Trey Young of
Regal Builders.  Our fourth graduate is Carlos Fields.  Carlos is not with us this morning.  His
sponsor was Jeff Cramer of Ernest Homes.  Number five is Laquida Lewis.  Her builder sponsor
was Steve Hall of Hallmark Homes, and then our sixth student to graduate in the second
Construction Apprentice Class is Mr. Phillip Maxwell.  His builder sponsor was Corde Wilson of
Beacon Builders.  So can we give our second graduating class a hand please. [Applause.]
Members of this class completed their course work and their apprenticeship on February 9  of thisth

year.

Ms. Fireall said, okay, the third graduating class, and again we don’t have with us Mr. Antonio
Cutter.  His sponsor is Hallmark Homes.  His contact was Brad Murphy of Hallmark.  Mr.
Demetrius Grant.  He is here with us this morning.  Congratulations, Demetrius.  Mr. Judson
Hendry, he’s not with us this morning either.  He’s working.  Mr. Davon Hymon, his sponsor again,
Regal Builders, and he worked with Jimmy Dyal of Dyal Electric.  Mr. Carlos Rivera.  Carlos is
here this morning.  Congratulations, Carlos.  Ms. Karen Tripp.  Her sponsor was Bouy Brothers
Construction.  Karen, congratulations.  And, lastly, Ms. Frances Washington.  And that completes
our third Construction Apprentice Program graduates.  

Ms. Fireall said, we’d like to also recognize some members of our fourth class, which is in
progress right now.  This fourth class is doing their class.  If you would stand, gentlemen and
ladies of the fourth class.  Just a few of them.  We have about 11 students in that class and they
are completing their work ethics course over at St. Mary’s.  Right now they will be going into the
actual construction course at Savannah Tech in early April.  Also, I’d like to just recognize a
couple of people.  We have instructors here.  We have the instructor for the work ethics course,
Mr. Lenny Washington here.  And we also have the instructor for the construction class over at
Savannah Tech, Mr. Richard Dunbar.  And at this point, I think I’ll turn it back over to Daniel
[Dodd], who may want to do a couple of others.

Mr. Dodd said, it really takes a partnership for this to be successful, and I wanted to give Pastor
Jim Nelson with Old Savannah City Mission, who’s been referring a lot of folks to this program,
and the people that he has referred have all successfully completed the program.  You might
remember Yathette Cauley, who came here and spoke in front of you, and that was one of his
referrals.  Pastor Nelson?
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Pastor Jim Nelson said, I’m not running for office.  Jim Nelson.  That has happened before.  I am
here to say thank you to Mr. Chairman and the members of the Commission, to Mr. Dodd and all
of those that work with him, and the Home Builders Association.  The men that come to the Old
Savannah City Mission Urban Training Institute usually have three factors that work against them.
They’re homeless, they’re addicted to substances and they’re ex-offenders.  And unless the
community comes together and makes a way for these men who are committed to a new life, to
a changed life, without the partnerships that are here today it’s difficult for these men to get a job.
When you come to filling out that application, you have to check that you’re an ex-offender, a
felon, the answer is usually no, but this will make a difference not only in their lives, but in this
community, and I thank you very much for what you’re doing.  God bless.

Mr. Dodd said, and just very briefly, if any of the students have any comments.  Commissioner
Holmes said, as much as Carlos talk, I know he’s going to say something.  

Ms. Frances Washington said, I would just like to say we thank you all so much for this program.
It’s really been making a difference.  I know for me I really appreciate it.  Anytime I can learn
anything to help myself, I’m willing to do that, and I know all of us do.  So we really thank you all
for this program.

Mr. Dodd said, okay.  That concludes the ceremony.  If you have any questions or comments?

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Shay.

Commissioner Shay said, when I was a boy I had a hero.  I grew up loving Roberto Clemente, and
I got when I was a young man the opportunity to go to Forbes Field and watch him play.  I think
I told some of you this before.  He was my hero then.  My heroes have changed over the years,
but today all of you are my hero.  I want you to know that and that I respect you so much for what
you’re doing and what you’re going to do as you go forward because you guys are going to be a
great success, and I’m thrilled that I got to be a little tiny part of helping you to success.  But today
I want you all to know that you’re my heroes.

Chairman Liakakis recognized County Manager Abolt.

County Manager Abolt said, Mr. Chairman and members of the Board, the Chairman as we all
know is very modest, but I think it’s appropriate for him, if he wouldn’t mind, to tell you about the
feature in the Georgia Trend Magazine this month.  Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Liakakis said, well, the Georgia Trend Magazine, the March issue, it had my picture in
it, but most importantly it talked about the Step Up Program, which this Commission approved of
and we put resources in there in the year 2005 and 2006, and it’s in our budget again for the
2007-2008 budget because we want to be more involved, this Commission does, in helping
citizens in our community — some that, you know, are on low income, some that might not have
a job — so that we can bring people up to a higher level in our community, and that’s really
important because each and every one of you are important, and never ever forget that and never
ever give up.  But that issue talked about Daniel Dodd and the wonderful things that have been
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done, and we won the award.  Chatham County won the award for their Step Up Program.  It’s
statewide, and we really appreciate that.  We appreciate the County Commissioners of the State
of Georgia to recognize this program because this pilot program shows that we care about our
citizens, and we’re going to continue to do the things that we can for people, for jobs.  And
another thing in our community that’s really important, to prevent crime in our community and put
programs into effect with that so that we can continue to do more things for our community.
Thank each and every one of you.

Ms. Fireall said, just one last thing.  I promised to introduce you to the person who will be taking
over as the Construction Apprentice Program Manager, and she is Ms. Tara Sinclair.  Tara, would
you stand up please.  The young lady that will be working very closely with her, assisting her with
the program, and she has been taking pictures here, she’s been taking pictures this morning, is
Ms. Delonia Williams.

Chairman Liakakis said, thank you very much.  We appreciate it.

Commissioner Kicklighter said, Ms. Purvis, I believe, has a question.

Chairman Liakakis said, yes.  Okay, Shaniqua [Purvis], go ahead.  Youth Commissioner Purvis
asked, I want to know, after the students graduate from the Step Up Program, does the Home
Builders Association give them jobs with their association?  Chairman Liakakis said, yes.  What
the program was set up, Shaniqua [Purvis], so that they would learn skills because the Home
Builders of Savannah were running short of employees.  They saw where the County came up
with this particular pilot program, and they hire them — not at minimum wage.  They hire them at
higher wages, which is good.  So if they learn to be an electrician, a carpenter, a brick layer, or
whatever the skill might be, they need those employees, and so, you know, we have a great
partnership with the Home Builders, the Chatham County Commissioners does.  We really
appreciate them coming on board and offering the opportunity to citizens that really need it in our
community.  Youth Commissioner Purvis said, thank you.  Chairman Liakakis said, you’re
welcome.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Mr. Daniel Dodd, Executive Director of the Construction Apprentice Program, explained the
program, and Mr. Mike Vacquer, Director of Governmental Affairs for Home Builders Association,
and Mr. Matthew Young, Vice President of Home Builders Association, gave their thanks to the
Commission for creating the program.  Ms. Carole Fireall distributed Certificates of Graduation
to the members of the second and third classes of the Construction Apprentice Program, and Ms.
Fireall introduced the new Manager of the program, Ms. Tara Sinclair, to the Commission. 

==========
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VI. CHAIRMAN'S ITEMS

1. BOARD CHOICES ON CIP AND DECISION PACKAGES.

Chairman Liakakis said, that’s the Capital Improvement Program for the County and decision
packages.  On that, the one that we want to discuss this morning is the Capital Improvement
Program on projects for the Special Service District Contingency.  And as each of the
Commissioners, you were provided with those particular items that were on the Special Service
District area and in that program we see for the Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police
Department fleet replacements.  We have various bridge repairs in the unincorporated area.  We
are required by the Federal Government to have those inspected every two years, and now some
$450,000 is placed into that area.  The easements, the right-of-way access $226,000 — excuse
me, $180,000; road resurfacing and construction $540,000; guard rail replacements $159,000;
traffic upgrades $325,000; road improvements $325,000; drainage canal access $25,000; storm
drainage $360,000; the tidegate replacements $50,000; various curb and cutter repairs $25,000;
and carpet replacement for the County Engineer and a number of places that need that, $25,000.
I mentioned just a moment ago that drainage canals access was $325,000, that was for road
improvements.  But anyway, the total of this amount for the Special Service District is $2,420,000.
This, I said, was given to all of the Commissioners and the Commissioners have decided from the
staff giving us this particular items that we saw that it was very necessary in our community, so
the funding recommendation for this is $2,420,000, leaving us a Contingency balance that the
Commissioners can distribute of $84,334.

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Stone.

Commissioner Stone said, I just have a comment, or maybe it’s a question to the County
Manager.  The rating here, I assume that the high ratings here denote the necessity of these.  Is
that correct?  County Manager Abolt said, yes ma’am.  Commissioner Stone said, I just wanted
to clarify that.

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Kicklighter.

Commissioner Kicklighter said, Mr. Chairman, I want to make a motion to approve the SSD CIP
list.  Chairman Liakakis asked, do we have a second?  Commissioner Stone said, second.  

Chairman Liakakis said, all right.  We have a motion on the floor and a second to approve this
SSD disbursement.  Let’s go on the board.  The motion carried unanimously. [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]  Chairman Liakakis said, the motion
passes.

Chairman Liakakis said, now there is one item on the decision packages.  You have received a
very long list of items for our budget decision packages for 2007.  There were quite a number of
pages there and I think it was something like $18,000,000.  Of course, we only had a little over
$4,000,000 for those decision packages, but what occurred was because of the overcrowding at
the jail, we had to do temporary housing over there and that took a little over $3,000,000 from that
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particular decision package fund so that we could put in that temporary housing for the overcrowd-
ing of the jail, and that was very important because we did not want us to come under the
jurisdiction of the federal court system, as it is in Atlanta, and for us to be monitored in that area.
I see the Sheriff is in the audience today and he convinced us that we really needed that because
we had well over 500 inmates.  The jail was originally built for 1,224 and on numerous days there
were some 1,750 some odd prisoners in that jail.  But this temporary housing has helped the
Sheriff and his department to reduce a lot of the overcrowding.

Chairman Liakakis said, one other thing that we have on a decision package, you have been
distributed that decision package to each and every one of you.  We don’t have but about
$300,000, a little less than $300,000 to disburse.  So at our next meeting I’d like each and every
one of you to look over that list again or the decision package, and come up with your, you know,
what your desires are in that area.  But I see that the Sheriff is in the audience right now.  I’d like
for him to come forth.  He has one decision package that is very important to him.  We can see
originally that there was a large sum there that the Sheriff really needed in his department.  In fact,
it was something — let’s see — close to a million dollars, but some CIP and some of the other
things are being worked on now, so the Sheriff has this two items under the decision package that
he would like to discuss with us today.  Al [St. Lawrence].

Sheriff Al St. Lawrence said, thank you, Mr. Chairman.  On the decision packages originally our
total that went to — from my requested budget to the decision package was $1.1 million.  What
we’re asking for today is approximately $22,000 — $22,000.  It will give us an Account Tech and
an Intern for the Juvenile Court — items I need very badly.  We’re charged with the responsibility
of over $35,000,000 in budget.  There’s a lot of purchasing that goes on.  I’m not trying to do
Purchasing’s job, but we have to help them quite a bit and we have to handle all the requisitions,
we have to sometimes get the three quotes, and they advise us who to purchase from.  It’s just
overwhelming, it’s very difficult to keep up with, and I have better things to do with my time, but
I need to be sure that people are not coming in there and ordering things that’s not needed and
they are properly approved, et cetera, et cetera.  I need these positions very badly.  

Commissioner Odell said, I move for approval.  Commissioner Gellatly said, second.

Chairman Liakakis said, we have a motion on the floor to approve these two individuals for the
Sheriff’s Department out of the decision packages.  Any other discussion?  Let’s go on the board.
The motion carried unanimously. [NOTE:  Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]
Chairman Liakakis said, the motion passes.  Thank you, Sheriff.  I appreciate it.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

a. Commissioner Kicklighter moved to approve the Special Service District Capital Improvement
Program list.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]
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b. Commissioner Odell moved to approve $22,000 for the Sheriff to employ an Account Tech for
purchasing and an Intern for Juvenile Court.   Commissioner Gellatly seconded the motion and
it carried unanimously.  [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]

==========

2. RESOLUTION SUPPORTING CRITICAL FEDERAL FUNDING OF CAT.  SEE
ATTACHED.

Chairman Liakakis said, in your book that you were distributed it had the resolution that was put
in your book for the critical federal funding for our Chatham Area Transit.  As most of the
Commissioners know, who are members of the Board, have seen that the Federal Government
has reduced the funding for our bus system in Chatham County, and this is vitally needed.  We
have some 16,000 people in Chatham County that do not have transportation.  That’s what it
shows on the 2000 Census that we have, and this is something hopefully that we can send a
message with this resolution that this Chatham County is supportive of that, and hopefully they
will do something because there are other areas of the country that are requesting that also.  

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Shay.

Commissioner Shay said, Mr. Chairman, I make a motion in favor of the resolution as drawn up
for us.  Commissioner Odell said, second.  Chairman Liakakis said, we have a motion on the floor
and a second for the resolution.  

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Stone.

Commissioner Stone said, I just want to make a comment, and I realize that our CAT Board is not
here present today, but the resolution is certainly necessary, but the follow-up in Washington is
equally important.  So I think this is kind of a first step measure, and staying in touch with our
elected officials in Washington is going to be critical if we’re going to receive any of this money.

Chairman Liakakis said, let’s go on the board.   The motion carried unanimously.  [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]  Chairman Liakakis said, the motion
passes.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Shay moved to adopt the Resolution Supporting the Transit System Flexibility
Protection Act of 2007 (S.406 and H.R.734)   Commissioner Odell seconded the motion and it
carried unanimously. [NOTE:  Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]
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RESOLUTION
SUPPORTING THE TRANSIT SYSTEM FLEXIBILITY 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2007 (S.406 AND H.R. 734)

WHEREAS, public transportation systems serving urbanized areas (UZAs) exceeding 200,000
in population can not use federal funds for general operating expenses – only capital expenditures
and asset maintenance.  While the 200,000 population threshold is used elsewhere in
transportation formulas, crossing this threshold always carries benefits, such as further access
to federal funds, for transportation entities, except transit.  There are now over 110 small transit
systems (operating less than 100 peak buses) across the country that have lost the flexibility on
the use of federal funds because they serve areas over 200,000 population; and

WHEREAS, current law specifically states that UZA designation is not responsible for taking
into account the actual area being served by small transit systems; that transit systems may only
service a fraction of the urbanized area, but still be bound by the population of the entire
urbanized area, thus, without regard to the number of buses required to provide peak hour
service, are not eligible to receive federal operating assistance; and

WHEREAS, it is clear and logical, that the use of federal funds should be based on the
number of peak buses being operated and not an arbitrary factor such as population; that there
are transit systems serving areas under 200,000 population that have a higher number of peak
buses than those systems in urbanized areas; that there are small transit systems that have been
absorbed by larger UZAs and lost their flexibility in the use of federal operating assistance; and

WHEREAS, of the over 110 transit systems operating less than 100 peak buses, 55 went over
the 200,000 population threshold with the 2000 Census; that the phasing out of operating
assistance for these systems will result in  major service reductions of 20-30% or more in the very
near future; that these UZAs are some of the fastest growing areas in the country; that this loss
of flexibility and resulting service reductions will further exacerbate the loss of jobs, traffic
congestion, air pollution, and energy consumption in these areas; that population estimates show
that another 20 or more transit systems will face the same loss of flexibility with the 2010 Census;
and

WHEREAS, while the federal investment in capital and infrastructure is important and vital, it
is counter productive for these transit systems to make such investments if they can not afford to
operate; and

WHEREAS, the 100 peak bus level is a generally recognized threshold in the Federal Transit
Administration’s (FTA) National Transit Data (NTD) reports, the Transit System Flexibility
Protection Act of 2007 will add an amendment to current law that allows operating costs of
equipment and facilities for use in public transportation in an urbanized area with a population of
more than 200,000, if such public transportation system operates less than 100 buses on fixed-
route service during peak service hours; this flexibility will not require additional funding to said
transit systems.
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of Chatham County,
in the State of Georgia, supports The Transit System Flexibility Protection Act of 2007.

Duly adopted this               day of March, 2007.

Board of Commissioners of Chatham County, Georgia

By:                                                                                  
Pete Liakakis, Chairman

ATTEST:
By:                                                                                  

Sybil Tillman, Clerk of Commission

==========

VII.  COMMISSIONERS' ITEMS

None.

==========

VIII.  TABLED/RECONSIDERED ITEMS

Unless action is contemplated at today's meeting, staff report and file material has not been duplicated in your

agenda packet.  The files are available from the Clerk.  Those on which staff is requesting action are indicated

by asterisk (*).

1. REQUEST BOARD APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE AGREEMENT
WITH GEORGIA PUBLIC DEFENDER’S COUNCIL TO PROVIDE SERVICES
TO RECORDERS COURT.  Tabled at meeting of February 23, 2007.

Mr. County Manager, it continues to be tabled, correct?  County Manager Abolt said, yes sir.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

This item was not untabled for consideration by the Commissioners.

==========
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IX.  ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL ACTION
(Unless the Board directs otherwise, adoption of an Action Item will mean approval of the respective
County staff report and its recommended action.)

1. TO REQUEST APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING: (1) AMENDMENTS TO THE
GENERAL FUND M&O TO: A) TRANSFER $10,000 FROM CONTINGENCY TO
SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR READ IT LOUD SAVANNAH, AND B)
TRANSFER $8,000 FROM CONTINGENCY TO THE BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
FOR BEACONS AT SKIDAWAY NARROWS, (2) AN AMENDMENT TO THE
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FUND TO INCREASE REVENUE
$854,942 FROM LEASE PROCEEDS AND APPROPRIATE $104,942 FOR
RECREATION EQUIPMENT AND $750,000 TO THE FIRST RESPONDER
PROJECT, (3) AN AMENDMENT TO THE SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT
FUND TO TRANSFER $7,500 FROM CONTINGENCY FOR AN ADDITIONAL
RDC ASSESSMENT.

Chairman Liakakis said, that’s the Regional Development Center that was requested.  We have
some 10 counties and 35 cities in there and that was requested to cover their expenses.  

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Kicklighter.

Commissioner Kicklighter said, I’d like to make a motion to approve Item #1 provided we remove
Item 1(a) from this, and we’ll vote on that separately.  So I’ll make a motion to approve Item #1
with the removal of (a) transferring $10,000 from Contingency to Special Appropriations for Read
It Loud Savannah.  Commissioner Gellatly said, second.

Chairman Liakakis said, okay.  Let’s go on the board.

Commissioner Odell said, your motion states to approve all of #1.  Commissioner Kicklighter said,
with the exception.  Commissioner Odell said, and that’s 1-1, 1-2 and 1-3, minus Read It Loud
Savannah.  Commissioner Kicklighter said, yeah, right, minus 1(a).

Commissioner Stone asked, and that’s for the purposes of discussion?  Commissioner Odell said,
right.  Commissioner Kicklighter said, we’ll vote on it separately, yes.

The motion carried unanimously. [NOTE: Commissioner Farrell and Thomas were not present.]
Chairman Liakakis said, the motion passes.  Dean [Kicklighter]?

Commissioner Kicklighter said, Item (a), transferring $10,000 from Contingency to Special
Appropriations for Read It Loud Savannah, I looked in the packet and really the only info I see is
where Gulfstream is donating money, United Way $10,000, City of Savannah $10,000, Chatham
County $10,000, and Dr. Lockamy, School Superintendent, $10,000.  What is the Read It Loud
Savannah Program?  
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Chairman Liakakis said, the Read It Loud Savannah Program was borne through the vision of
Wally Amos — Amos Famous Cookies, as you know.  He felt that because the education area
in many parts of our country, and in fact around the world, that many children cannot read.  Let’s
take our own Chatham County school system.  We have a very large dropout of students in
Chatham County from our school system. The biggest reasons why they drop out, one of the
biggest reasons is because they cannot read, and that is a real tragedy in our area of education,
and they have found in experimentation and what has been done in some other educational
systems is that if you read it loud, or if you read to your children after they are born — in other
words, when they are one year old and they start going into age two, three, four and five — that
if you read to them, that they learn how to read.  And those that learn how to read at an early age
are very successful in school.  They have shown that, and so he has put quite a bit of his own
monies into this program.  Savannah is the pilot program for Read It Loud and a little over a year
ago he came into Savannah at one of the big programs at Forsyth Park and he explained this
program.  I have been to a number of meetings with the Read It Loud people, a number of the City
Council people have also, and this is a program that really will help our education to our children
in Chatham County.  The other facet it of it too, you know what happens in our dropouts?  Forty
percent of the students that drop out of school in Chatham County commit crime.  That’s a terrible
figure.  But if we can motivate them, inspire them to stay in school and they are learning and they
do things with their curriculum, this is going to be great for our school system because
unfortunately we’re at almost the bottom of the totem pole as far as education goes in the entire
State of Georgia.  So that’s what it is, Dean [Kicklighter], to do that.  That’s why the City of
Savannah, that’s why the Board of Education saw it was so important and the business and other
people coming into there because we really — that Chatham County would be helping the
education system in our community to support this.

Commissioner Kicklighter said, Mr. Chairman, I think it’s probably a great program, but — and I’m
not going to get on any type of soapbox.  I’ll just quickly warn the Commission this is a donation
to a nonprofit organization, which a while back we had to cut because we went well over a million
dollars in our annual operating expenses.  We sat here and faced blind people that needed
money for their nonprofit, people in wheelchairs needed money for their nonprofit.  Going back
to allowing our taxpayers to donate to nonprofits of their choice to receive their own tax
reductions, this is us, again once telling the public that we feel like we can spend their money
better than they can.  I think it’s an awesome program, but we have — we being Chatham County,
the residents of Chatham County — we fund the library system, we fund the board of education,
and as far as that goes, anything going toward education, we have under our direct budget a
library system that should donate that money and be a part of it, and we have a board of
education, if it’s a valuable educational tool, that they should fund, but double-dipping, triple
whatever, again this is taxpayers getting hit.  Take the City of Savannah for example.  If they give
$10,000, the County gives $10,000, the residents of Savannah have been hit twice on one
nonprofit.  Again, I know it’s probably a great program, but we’re opening the door again with little
by little and before long we’ll have millions going because I’m here to tell you it was tough to look
at people in need.  Rape Crisis Center was out there, plenty of great nonprofit organizations that
need money.  We had to look and stop because it had gotten totally out of hand and we were well
over a million dollars in operating expenses.  And I’m warning that and with that I’ll stop.
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Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Gellatly.

Commissioner Gellatly said, I have similar concerns.  I think that it’s undoubtedly a worthwhile
program and it should be funded, but I’m not sure that Chatham County should be funding that
and I agree that we went through this before with nonprofits and we ultimately had to stop doing
that because it just became too expensive.  Not only that, I agree with what Dean [Kicklighter] said
that we’re not smarter than the taxpayers.  If the taxpayers want to donate to this, why they ought
to do it individually and their elected officials shouldn’t do it for them.  Also, it occurs to me that
this is probably going to be a reoccurring expense every year and they tend to become more
expensive as we go along.  So that’s it.

Chairman Liakakis said, this is an education program similar to what we just had, the Poverty Step
Up Program, where they are educating citizens in our community so that they can have a skill so
that they become productive citizens in our community and moving them out of an area that they
are in poverty, and this particular program because we have problems in our school system, this
is not like giving to a charity.  This is giving — this is what we are doing is putting money into a
program that are educating our citizens so that we can help the overall education system in our
community.  It has been shown that this type of system has been very successful and the library
unfortunately they don’t have the money to be able to put into this particular program because
they are expanding and they are purchasing new books and those kind of things.  But if you go
to a number of those particular meeting you’ll see how successful it has been.  They had meetings
of this program out at Forsyth Park.  They must have had over 2,000 children there with Amos
there and other readers participating with them, purchasing the books for them, and see this isn’t
just like somebody just giving money out to a charitable, this is a program where we’re educating
the children and what’s happening is the supplies that those children need for this program is the
biggest part of the disbursement.

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Odell.

Commissioner Odell said, I’m going to make a motion, but I’ll yield to Commissioner Stone if I can
follow her.

Commissioner Stone said, I just had a question.  When you total this up, this is $65,000.  There’s
no one here to talk about this program today, is that correct, Mr. Chairman?  Chairman Liakakis
said, yes.  They were out of town.  In fact, I wanted Amos to come, but I think he had to go to
another town.  Commissioner Shay said, not by us.  Commissioner Stone said, no, no.  I’m sorry,
let me clarify.  Commissioner Shay just asked a question.  It’s $10,000 from Chatham County, but
the total amount from each of these organizations listed is $65,000, which is a serious
commitment.  Before I place a vote on something like this, I’d certainly like to know more about
the project and how their results are measured.  I mean, I just — I don’t want to get into a catch-all
of giving money just because the request is being made.  I’d like to see something to prove that
this is working or if its been used before in Chatham County.  I just think $65,000 is a lot of money
— and again I’m not referring to Chatham County’s allocation here, I’m talking about the total
amount.
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Chairman Liakakis said, well, would you withdraw your motion and make a motion that we bring
someone here from the program to — at the next meeting so they can go into some detail?

Commissioner Odell said, yeah, I’ll make a — I’ll withdraw the motion which got no second, but
I’ll make a motion that we table this to the next meeting and request that someone from Read It
Loud Savannah be here and then we can talk about it and vote it up or vote it down.
Commissioner Kicklighter said, second.

Chairman Liakakis said, all right.  We have a motion on the floor — clear the board please.  Let’s
go on the board.  Chairman Liakakis and Commissioners Stone, Holmes, Odell, Gellatly and
Kicklighter voted in favor of the motion.  Commissioner Shay voted in opposition.  The motion
carried by a vote of six to one.  [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present
when this vote was taken.]  Chairman Liakakis said, the motion passes.

Commissioner Kicklighter said, Mr. Chairman, for information purposes before the next meeting
I would like to see the current budget for the Live Oak Library System, how much we provide
towards education and reading and I’d also like to see the current Board of Education budget
period.  The amount.  I don’t want to see the entire budget, I just want a total amount of how much
money the citizens of this County already provide towards education and reading.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

a. Commissioner Kicklighter moved to approve the following: (1) amendments to the General
Fund M&O to (b) transfer $8,000 from contingency to the Bridges department for beacons at
Skidaway Narrows, (2) an amendment to the Capital Improvement Program Fund to increase
revenue $854,942 from lease proceeds and appropriate $104,942 for Recreation Equipment
and $750,000 to the First Responder project, and (3) an amendment to the Special Service
District Fund to transfer $7,500 from contingency for an additional RDC assessment.
Commissioner Gellatly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present when this vote was taken.]

b. Commissioner Odell moved to table to the next meeting the request of Read It Loud
Savannah.  Commissioner Kicklighter seconded the motion. Chairman Liakakis and
Commissioners Stone, Holmes, Odell, Gellatly and Kicklighter voted in favor of the motion.
Commissioner Shay voted in opposition.  The motion carried by a vote of six to one.  [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present when this vote was taken.] 

Commissioner Kicklighter also requested that staff produce the current budget for Live Oak
Library System for education and reading and produce the current Board of Education budget for
education and reading.
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AGENDA ITEM:    IX-1
AGENDA DATE:   March 23, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R.E. Abolt, County Manager

FROM: Linda B. Cramer, Finance Director

ISSUE:  To request approval of the following: (1) amendments to the General Fund
M&O to: a) transfer $10,000 from contingency to Special Appropriations for Read
It Loud Savannah, and b) transfer $8,000 from contingency to the Bridges
department for beacons at Skidaway Narrows,  (2) an amendment  to the Capital
Improvement Program Fund  to increase revenue $854,942 from lease proceeds
and appropriate $104,942 for Recreation Equipment and $750,000 to the First
Responder project,  (3) an amendment to the Special Service District Fund to
transfer $7,500 from contingency for an additional RDC assessment.

BACKGROUND:
Board approval is required for budget amendments and transfers between
organizational units.

FACTS AND FINDINGS:

1) The United Way has submitted a request for $10,000 for the Read It Loud
Savannah Initiative. Funds would come from a General Fund M&O contingency
transfer. Correspondence is attached. 

2) The Public Works and Parks Director has requested a transfer of $8,000 from
the General Fund M&O contingency to the Bridges department for flashing
beacons at Skidaway Narrows.  Correspondence is attached.

3) Funding for Recreation equipment and the First Responder project will be
through a lease purchase with GE Capital. An amendment to the Capital
Improvement Program Fund to increase revenue $854,942 from lease proceeds
and appropriate $104,942 for Recreation Equipment and $750,000 to the First
Responder project is necessary. A resolution is attached.

4) The Coastal Georgia Regional Development Center has requested $7,500 from
Chatham County to cover structural damage to their building. A Special Service
District contingency transfer will provide funding. Correspondence is attached.

FUNDING: Funds are available in the General Fund M&O, and Special Service
District contingencies. The budget amendment will establish funding in the Capital
Improvement Program fund.
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ALTERNATIVES:
(1) That the Board approve the following:

GENERAL FUND M&O
a) transfer $10,000 from contingency to Special Appropriations for Read It

Loud Savannah, 
b) transfer $8,000 from contingency to the Bridges department for Flashing

beacons at Skidaway Narrows.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FUND
an amendment to the Capital Improvement Program Fund to increase
revenue $854,942 from lease proceeds and appropriate $104,942 for
Recreation Equipment and $750,000 to the First Responder project. 

SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT FUND
an amendment to transfer $7,500 from contingency for an additional RDC
assessment.

(2)       Amend or deny the request.

POLICY ANALYSIS:
State law grants the Board authority to amend the budget during the year as it
deems necessary.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the Board approve Alternative 1.

Prepared by:    Read DeHaven

============

2. REQUEST BOARD APPROVE REQUEST OF WEST CHATHAM BAPTIST
CHURCH TO FORGIVE OR ABATE ANY PREVIOUSLY ASSESSED TAXES
FOR PARCEL 5-1011-02-057, 1360 S. ROGERS STREET, POOLER,
GEORGIA, FOR TAX YEAR 2006.

Chairman Liakakis said, you had information in your packet that came from the County Attorney.
Mr. Attorney?

County Attorney Hart said, yes sir.  This is a request to allow an exemption to be made in the
2006 taxes.  This is a church that applied for exemption in 2007 and their pastor thought that
when he applied for the 2007 exemption, he’d automatically grant the 2006.  You do have
discretion and authority under 48-5-154.  Taxes were erroneously collected. To rebate it, this is
an exempt organization, no question about that.
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Commissioner Odell said, I’m going to make a motion that we approve the rebate for West
Chatham Baptist Church.  Commissioner Kicklighter said, second.  Commissioner Stone said,
second.  

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Shay.

Commissioner Shay asked, do we know the amount that we’re talking about here?  I couldn’t read
it in the staff report. County Manager Abolt said, it’s right around $2,000.  I don’t know that we
have the exact amount.  Commissioner Shay said, I’m going to — it’s irresistible for me to point
out that what we’re talking about is making money available to a nonprofit here.  It’s just a different
way of doing it, that’s all.

Chairman Liakakis said, okay, we have a motion on the floor and a second.  Let’s go on the
board.  Chairman Liakakis and Commissioners Stone, Holmes, Odell, Gellatly and Kicklighter
voted in favor of the motion.  Commissioner Shay voted in opposition.  The motion carried by a
vote of six to one.  [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present when this vote
was taken.]  Chairman Liakakis said, the motion passes.

Commissioner Kicklighter said, I will state that rebating money to someone that overpaid their
taxes is different than giving money to a nonprofit.  But I did wait until that vote was taken before
I said that.

ACTION OF THE BOARD: 

Commissioner Odell moved to approve the request of West Chatham Baptist Church to forgive
or abate any previously assessed taxes for Parcel 5-1011-02-057, 1360 South Rogers Street,
Pooler, Georgia, for tax year 2006.  Commissioners Stone and Kicklighter seconded the motion.
Chairman Liakakis and Commissioners Stone, Holmes, Odell, Gellatly and Kicklighter voted in
favor of the motion.  Commissioner Shay voted in opposition.  The motion carried by a vote of six
to one.  [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present when this vote was taken.]

AGENDA ITEM:  IX-2
AGENDA DATE: March 23, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R. E. Abolt, County Manager 

FROM: R. Jonathan Hart, County Attorney

ISSUE:

To approve request of West Chatham Baptist Church to forgive or abate any
previously assessed taxes for parcel 5-1011-02-057, 1360 S. Rogers Street, Pooler,
Georgia, for tax year 2006.
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BACKGROUND:

This is a request by West Chatham Baptist Church to forgive or abate any
previously assessed taxes for parcel 5-1011-02-057 for tax year 2006.  On
November 14, 2006, West Chatham Baptist Church applied for a tax exemption for
its property located at 1360 S. Rogers Street for tax year 2007.  The Board of
Assessors approved the exemption request for the tax year requested.  David
Stanford, pastor, had the impression that tax year 2006 was already exempt.

FACTS & FINDINGS:

1. West Chatham Baptist Church is a non-profit organization and a church.

2. O.C.G.A. 48-5-154 provides that the County governing authority shall have
jurisdiction and the power to correct all errors in the digest to order abate-
ment or cancellation of taxes erroneously assessed and to make other
adjustments in the digest of a similar nature and to reflect the same in the
account as stated.

3. West Chatham Baptist Church has requested an abatement of 2006 taxes.

FUNDING:

N/A

POLICY ANALYSIS:

West Chatham Baptist Church is exempt from ad valorem property taxes.  An
abatement of taxes for 2006 should be granted and an appropriate adjustment to
the digest should be made.

ALTERNATIVES:

1. The Commission should authorize an abatement and cancellation of taxes
erroneously assessed and to correct and adjust errors in the digest for tax
year 2006.

2. The Commission should not authorize an abatement and cancellation of
taxes erroneously assessed and to correct and adjust errors in the digest for
tax year 2006.

RECOMMENDATION:

Alternative 1.
==========
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3. BOARD CONSIDERATION OF FORMER WEATHERWOOD PROPERTY AND
INQUIRY OF KIRK O’ THE ISLES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.  (SEE
ATTACHED EXCERPT FROM BOARD MINUTES WHEN THIS SUBJECT WAS
LAST DISCUSSED.)

Chairman Liakakis said, you’ve got an attached excerpt from the Board minutes when this subject
was last discussed.  Mr. County Manager and then I’ll call on —.

County Manager Abolt said, I believe Commissioner Stone wishes to make a motion which
concludes it.  

Commissioner Stone said, I’ll be happy to make the motion.  In light of the safety of our citizens
and the liability to our taxpayers, I make the motion to keep the policy as is and not to permit the
building or construction upon landfills.  We cannot with a hundred percent assurance address all
issues pertaining to methane gas and subsidence and potential subsidence issues.  So I would
move that we keep the status quo of what was approved two years ago, and that would be no
construction on landfills.  Commissioner Gellatly said, second.

Chairman Liakakis asked, any other discussion?  We have a motion on the floor and a second
not to make available any of the property on Weatherwood for any kind of development as was
previously voted on.  Helen [Stone]?

Commissioner Stone asked, Mr. Chairman, is there anyone in the audience that wanted to speak
on this?  [NOTE: No one responded.]

Commissioner Odell said, just for clarification of the motion, Mr. Chairman, you restated the
motion and just for my own personal clarification, we are making a decision based upon this
church’s request and the motion is that the request by this church to build be denied consistent
with prior policy.  Commissioner Stone said, correct.  That is my motion. Commissioner Odell said,
that’s the motion I plan to vote for.  I commend you on your —.  

Chairman Liakakis said, let’s go on the board.  The motion carried unanimously. [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]  Chairman Liakakis said, the motion
passes.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Stone moved to keep the policy as is and not permit the building or construction
upon landfills, and further to deny the inquiry of Kirk O’ the Isles Presbyterian Church regarding
the possibility of acquiring a portion of the property formerly known as Weatherwood as a church
sanctuary, office and parking lot.  Commissioner Gellatly seconded the motion and it carried
unanimously. [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]
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AGENDA ITEM:  IX-2
AGENDA DATE: March 23, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R. E. Abolt, County Manager 

FROM: R. Jonathan Hart, County Attorney

SUBJECT: Weatherwood

I recently received a phone call from attorney Walter Ballew, Chairman of the
Long Range Planning Committee, with Kirk O’ the Isles Presbyterian Church
inquiring about the possibility of opening a dialog of the church acquiring a portion
of the former Weatherwood property as a church sanctuary, office and parking lot.
I requested that Mr. Ballew follow-up in writing advising me of the church’s
intentions and any conditions.

In view of this request, we will probably need to have this placed on the agenda
for discussion y the Commission.  As you are aware, the possibility of sale and
reuse of this property has arisen on several occasions and has been strongly
rejected by the Board of Commissioners.

I am enclosing my letter to Mr. Ballew advising him that I have passed along the
request and asked him to provide us with a plat showing the site location of the
proposed acquisition and possible footprint of the building and property.  I believe
this would be helpful during discussions.

I indicated to him that this was a policy decision for the Board of Commissioners,
but should he desire insight into the previous staff, he might consult former
Commissioner Rayno, who I understand is a parishioner of this congregation.

RJH/jr

enclosure

March 2, 2007

Walter Ballew, Esq.
Chairman
Long Range Planning Committee
Kirk O’ the Isles
600 Commercial Court, Suite D
Savannah, GA 31406

Dear Walter:
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Thank you for your letter received in this office on February 28, 2007, pertaining
to the request for dialog concerning the Weatherwood property.  I have passed this
request along to the County Manager, Russ Abolt, and shall have it placed on the
agenda for discussion.  Under state law, a decision such as this would require the
approval of the Board of Commissioners and is a policy decision.

In passing, you might wish to consult former Commissioner Rayno, who I under-
stand is a parishioner of this congregation and would probably be an excellent
source for insight in regard to previous concerns raised by the Commission.

In order to assist in this matter, I would appreciate your providing me a copy of
a plat location of the property being contemplated for purchase, as well as a
sketched in footprint of the property or proposed building.  This does not have to be
in any great detail, but would primarily be used to locate the property desired to be
acquired relative to the overall Weatherwood property.

We will notify you pertaining to the agenda.

I am,
Sincerely,

R. Jonathan Hart
Chatham County Attorney

RJH/jr

============

X.  ACTION CALENDAR
(The Board can entertain one motion to adopt the below-listed calendar.  Such motion would mean
adoption of staff's recommendation.  Any Board Member may choose to pull an item from the calendar and
it would be considered separately.)

Chairman Liakakis said, we have on the Action Calendar Items 1 through 10 and under Item 10
on expenditures, Items A through D.  Do we have any items that you would like to discuss and pull
out?  

Commissioner Odell said, 10-B.  Chairman Liakakis said, 10-B.  Okay.  Helen [Stone]?

Commissioner Stone said, I just have a question about Item #6.  Chairman Liakakis said, Item #6.

County Manager Abolt said, Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen.  Chairman Liakakis said, go
ahead.  County Manager Abolt said, this is the next step towards the County, as you know,
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building the east tab of the Diamond Causeway Project, which falls on Skidaway Island in
expectation of the State of Georgia building the rest of it.  This is the signalization.  

Commissioner Stone said, but the question that I had is the State installs this.  County Manager
Abolt said, it’s on a State route and we have the ultimate responsibility.  We’re actually installing
it.  Commissioner Stone said, I was just curious where the expense of installing the traffic signal
— I mean, I understand that we are supposed to absorb the energy cost, but I was wondering who
was going to pay for the installation.  County Manager Abolt said, I don’t know where Mr. Bungard
is, but this is a project that again the County would be paying for the overall project, it’s our
project, but we will have to get Mr. Bungard —.  Commissioner Stone said, I understand.  It’s just
a question that I would like to —.  County Manager Abolt said, we’ll find out the answer.
Commissioner Kicklighter said, it says maintenance.  

Commissioner Odell asked, why don’t we pull this item while Mr. Bungard comes to the meeting.
County Manager Abolt said, he’s probably watching this.  Commissioner Odell said, and the
balance of the calendar with the exception of 6 and —.  Chairman Liakakis said, and 10-B.
Commissioner Odell said, — 10-B, I’ll move that we approve.  Commissioner Kicklighter said,
second.

Chairman Liakakis said, we have a motion on the floor to approve all items on the Action Calendar
except 10-B and Item 6.  Let’s go on the board.  The motion carried unanimously.  [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]  Chairman Liakakis said, the motion
passes.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Odell moved to approve Items 1 through 10-D with the exception of Item 6 and
Item 10-B.   Commissioner Kicklighter seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]

==========

[NOTE:  ACTION OF THE BOARD IS SHOWN ON EACH ITEM AS THOUGH AN INDIVIDUAL
MOTION WAS MADE THEREON.]

==========

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF MARCH
9, 2007, AS MAILED. 

ACTION OF THE BOARD:
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Commission Odell moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of March 9, 2007.
Commissioner Kicklighter seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]

==========

2. CLAIMS VS. CHATHAM COUNTY FOR THE PERIOD MARCH 1 THROUGH
MARCH 14, 2007.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Odell moved to authorize the Finance Director to pay the claims against the County
for the period March 1, 2007, through March 14, 2007, in the amount of $6,877,341.
Commissioner Kicklighter seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]

==========

3. REQUEST FROM THOMAS & HUTTON, ENGINEER FOR THE DEVELOPER,
SOUTHBRIDGE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, FOR THE COUNTY TO
ACCEPT THE DEDICATED IMPROVEMENTS AND RELEASE THE
REMAINING BOND FOR SOUTHBRIDGE PHASES 15A AND 15B.
[DISTRICT 7.]

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Odell moved to approve the request from Thomas & Hutton, engineer for the
developer, Southbridge Development Company, for the County to accept the dedicated
improvements and release the remaining bond for Southbridge Phases 15A and 15B.
Commissioner Kicklighter seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]

AGENDA ITEM:  X-3  

AGENDA DATE:   March 23, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R.E. Abolt, County Manager

FROM: A.G. Bungard, P.E., County Engineer
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ISSUE:  To accept the dedicated improvements and release the remaining bond for
Southbridge Phases 15A and 15B.

BACKGROUND: The engineer, Thomas & Hutton,  for the developer, Southbridge
Development Company, requests that the County release the remaining financial
guarantee and accept the dedicated improvements. 

FACTS AND FINDINGS:
1. Southbridge Phases 15A and 15B are single-family, residential subdivisions

located within Southbridge Golf Community.

2. The lots are served by the City of Savannah water and sewer system.

3. Paving and drainage improvements are being dedicated to Chatham County for
maintenance. 

4. The improvements were inspected and found to be constructed in accordance
with the approved plans and Chatham County Standard Specifications.  

5. The requested release comes at the end of the warranty period, when the
remaining financial guarantee is released in full.

ALTERNATIVES:
1. That the Board accept the dedicated improvements and release the financial

guarantee for Southbridge Phases 15A and 15B.

2. Do not approve the request.

POLICY ANALYSIS:  The request is in accordance with the Chatham County
Subdivision Regulations.

RECOMMENDATION: The Board approve Alternative #1. 

District 7         Prepared by: Suzanne Cooler

==========

4. REQUEST BOARD AUTHORIZE ADDITIONAL FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF
$418,842 FOR AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION AND CHATHAM COUNTY FOR UTILITY RELOCATION
OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH UTILITIES (MIDDLEGROUND ROAD
WIDENING PROJECT).
[DISTRICTS 5 AND 6.]
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ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Odell moved to approve the request for additional funds in the amount of $418,842
for an agreement between Georgia Department of Transportation and Chatham County for utility
relocation of the City of Savannah utilities needed to implement the Middleground Road Widening
Project (Fund/Dept. 3214220, Project No. 32150736, Acct. No. 54.14007).  Commissioner
Kicklighter seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and
Thomas were not present.]

AGENDA ITEM:   X-4
AGENDA DATE: March 23, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R. E. Abolt, County Manager

FROM: Allan R. Black, P.E., Assistant County Engineer

ISSUE: To authorize additional funds in the amount of $418,842 for an agreement
between the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) and Chatham County
for utility relocation of the City of Savannah utilities.

BACKGROUND: The Board approved an agreement with GDOT on April 16, 2004,
in the amount of $889,630 for relocation of the City’s water and sewer utilities
needed to implement the Middleground Road Widening Project.

FACTS AND FINDINGS:
1. GDOT bid the project in May 2004 and subsequently awarded the contract to

APAC Southeast, Inc. on May 28, 2004.  The amount of the actual bid for the
utility relocation work was $1,308,471.11 or $418,842 more than the agreement
provided.

2. GDOT notified the County by e-mail on February 2, 2007, that it is requesting
reimbursement for 100% of the cost of the bid.

ALTERNATIVES:
1. That the Board authorize the additional funding in the amount of $418,842.

2. That the Board not authorize the additional funding.

FUNDING: Funds are available in the 1993-1998 SPLOST, Middleground Road
Widening Project (Fund/Dept. 3214220, Project No. 32150736, Acct. No. 54.14007).

POLICY ANALYSIS: The Board approves funding of intergovernmental
agreements.
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RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve Alternative No. 1.

Districts 5, 6

==========

5. REQUEST BOARD APPROVE A REQUEST FROM MR. TATE A. SHIVER, 80
RAILROAD AVENUE, FOR THE COUNTY TO DECLARE A PORTION OF OAK
STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY AS SURPLUS AND TO QUITCLAIM THE
PROPERTY TO HIM.
[DISTRICT 1.]

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Odell moved to approve a request from Mr. Tate A. Shiver, 80 Railroad Avenue
[PIN 1-0517-02-020], for the County to declare a portion of Oak Street right-of-way, described as
“Part of Parson’s Subdivision of lands at Montgomery,” as surplus and to quitclaim the property
to him at a fair market value, with the petitioner bearing the cost of a professional appraisal, deed
and plat.   Commissioner Kicklighter seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]

AGENDA ITEM:  X-5
AGENDA DATE: March 23, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R. E. Abolt, County Manager

FROM: A. G. Bungard, P.E., County Engineer

ISSUE:  To present to the Board a request from Mr. Tate A. Shiver, 80 Railroad
Avenue,  for the County to declare a portion of Oak Street right-of-way as surplus
and to quitclaim the property to him.

BACKGROUND:  Mr. Shiver owns all property bordering the subject right-of-way
(ROW).  The subject portion of Hopewell Street is approximately 330 feet long by
50 feet wide.  No portion of Oak Street has never been opened as a road.

FACTS & FINDINGS:
1. The location of the requested ROW is shown on the attached map.  Mr. Shiver’s

property is PIN: 1-0517 -02-020.



FRIDAY MARCH 23 2007

33

2. The ROW for Oak Street was created in 1905 on a “Plat of“Parson’s Subdivision
of lands at Montgomery”.  It does not appear to have ever been opened as a
road.  Staff has verified that there is no likely County use for the ROW. 

3. Since the requested quitclaim has no potential impact to other properties, no
notice was sent to other property owners in the vicinity. 

4. If approved, the petitioner must pay the County the fair market value for the
ROW to be determined by a professional appraisal, and provide the necessary
appraisals, deeds, and plats at his expense.  The appraiser is selected by the
petitioner and must be certified as a professional appraiser by the State of
Georgia. 

5. Staff reviews the submitted appraisal, deed and plat for completeness and
reasonableness before the deed is sent to the County Clerk for processing and
the fair market value payment check is sent to Finance for deposit.

FUNDING: N/A

ALTERNATIVES:
1. Declare the requested portion of Oak Street, bounded by Lots 92 - 103,

Parson’s Subdivision, Montgomery (PIN: 1-0517 -02-020), as surplus and
quitclaim the ROW to the petitioner, Mr. Tate A. Shiver.  The petitioner must pay
the County the ROW’s fair market value to be determined by a professional
appraisal, and provide the necessary appraisal, deed, and plat at his expense.

2. Do not approve the request.

POLICY ANALYSIS:  The Board must declare County property surplus and approve
all quitclaim actions.

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board adopt Alternative No. 1

District 1 Prepared by: Vincent Grevemberg

==========

6. REQUEST BOARD AUTHORIZE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN APPLICATIONS
REQUIRED BY GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION THAT
STATES CHATHAM COUNTY WILL ACCEPT MAINTENANCE AND ENERGY
COSTS FOR TRAFFIC SIGNALS ON DIAMOND CAUSEWAY (SR 204 SPUR)
AT MCWHORTER DRIVE/GREEN ISLAND ROAD AND ON DIAMOND
CAUSEWAY (SR 204 SPUR) AT STATE PARK ROAD.
[DISTRICT 4.]
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[NOTE: For earlier discussion, refer to action taken on Action Calendar.]

Commissioner Kicklighter said, Mr. Chairman, I know Mr. Bungard is not in here, but the way it’s
stated on here it says will accept maintenance and energy costs for traffic signals.  Can we make
a motion to approve exactly as worded, “the maintenance and energy costs for traffic signals on
Diamond Causeway,” and should we find that anything different that we are supposed to install
at that point, staff would have to come back and ask for that?  County Manager Abolt said, I think
Mr. Bungard’s in route.  I have no idea where he is right now.  Commissioner Kicklighter said,
that’s what I’m saying and that away we can get it approved as stated and if it’s something
different, staff can bring it back to us. 

Chairman Liakakis said, well, instead of having to come back, he’s supposed to be on the way
down or somebody on his staff, Dean [Kicklighter], why don’t we just go to First Readings.  I’ll do
the First Readings.  Let’s go to that item and then we’ll just wait.  They should be back by then.
Commissioner Odell said, here’s Al [Bungard].  Chairman Liakakis said, here he is now.  

County Engineer Bungard asked, what’s the question?  Chairman Liakakis said, look at Item 6
under Action Calendar on page six, Al [Bungard].  Explain that to the Commission please.
Commissioner Odell said, explain it to Commissioner Stone. 

Commissioner Stone said, well, the question that I have, Mr. Bungard, was will the State install
this traffic signal or is this —?  County Engineer Bungard said, normally, yes.  But on this project
we have agreed to design and construct and install the widening of Diamond Causeway from —
off the end of the bridge up to McWhorter.  So in this case, this is part of our program to help
move the Diamond Causeway along, this case we’re footing the bill.  But in no signal anywhere
in the State do they pay for the energy or telephone service.  That falls —.  Commissioner Stone
said, I understand.  I was just, in reading the report, it was not clear to me who was going to pay
for the installation of this signal.  County Engineer Bungard said, in this case we are.  

Chairman Liakakis said, and this is really important.  We’ve had quite a number of requests and
Commissioner Patrick Farrell has gone to meetings there and especially the senior citizens that
are in that senior project on Skidaway Island, they have been asking because a lot of them are
stressed out the way it is set up there.

Commissioner Stone said, Mr. Chairman, this was not to negate the necessity of the traffic signal.
I was just curious as to what burden of financial responsibility fell on the County, that’s was all.

Commissioner Kicklighter said, motion to approve.  Commissioner Odell said, second.

Chairman Liakakis said, we have a motion on the floor and a second to approve.  Let’s go on the
board.  The motion carried unanimously.  [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not
present.]  Chairman Liakakis said, the motion passes.
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ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Kicklighter moved to authorize the Chairman to sign applications required by the
Georgia Department of Transportation that states Chatham County will accept maintenance and
energy costs for traffic signals on Diamond Causeway (SR 204 Spur) at McWhorter Drive/Green
Island Road and on Diamond Causeway (SR 204 Spur).  Commissioner Odell seconded the
motion and it carried unanimously.   [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not
present.]

AGENDA ITEM:  X-6
AGENDA DATE:  March 23, 2007   

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R. E. Abolt, County Manager

FROM: A. G. Bungard, P.E., County Engineer

ISSUE:   To authorize the Chairman to sign applications required by the Georgia
Department of Transportation (GDOT) that states Chatham County will accept
maintenance and energy costs for traffic signals on Diamond Causeway (SR 204
Spur) at McWhorter Drive/Green Island Road and on Diamond Causeway (SR 204
Spur) at State Park Road. 

BACKGROUND:   Diamond Causeway (SR 204 Spur) widening is a project that is
part of the Chatham Urban Transportation Study (CUTS) program.  The
intersections are within the termini of the project limits.  The traffic signal warrant
study done for the GDOT Concept Report determined the traffic signals are needed
to improve the operation and safety of the intersections.  

FACTS AND FINDINGS: 
1. Approval of the applications commits the County to fund the cost of the electrical

energy, maintenance and telephone service, if required.  The application also
provides that the County participate in the cost of purchase and installation of
the signals which will be funded within the scope of the construction contract.

2. Annual estimated cost for electrical energy of the signals is $1,000 each. 

3. The two intersections are located in Unincorporated Chatham County.  

ALTERNATIVES:
1. That the Board approve the traffic signal applications with the Georgia

Department of Transportation for traffic signals at the intersections of Diamond
Causeway (SR 204Spur) at McWhorter Drive/Green Island Road and on
Diamond Causeway (SR 204 Spur) at State Park Road. 
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2. That the Board not approve the permit applications.

FUNDING:  Funding for the cost of operation and maintenance of the traffic signal
is available in the Special Services District - Utilities (Fund # 2701577, Object Code
53.12901).

POLICY ANALYSIS:  The Board must approve intergovernmental agreements.

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board approve Alternative No. 1

District 4 Prepared by:  Frank Sweat  

==========

7. REQUEST BOARD APPROVAL TO ACCEPT A GRANT FROM THE GEORGIA
OFFICE OF HOMELAND SECURITY IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,000 FOR USE
IN EQUIPMENT AND EXPLOSIVES BUNKER SECURITY MEASURES.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Odell moved to accept a grant from the Georgia Office of Homeland Security in
the amount of $6,000 for use in equipment and explosives bunker security measures.
Commissioner Kicklighter seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]

AGENDA ITEM:   X-7
AGENDA DATE:  March 23, 2007

Date :   March 12, 2007

To :   Honorable Chatham County Commissioners

Through :   County Manager Russ Abolt

From :   Al St Lawrence, Sheriff

Ref :   Request to Accept a Grant from Homeland Security

Issue:

A request for the Commissioners to:
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a.   Accept a grant from the Georgia Office of Homeland Security in the
amount of $6,000.00 for use in equipment and explosives bunker security
measures.

Background and analysis:

On January 19, 2007 the Georgia Office of Homeland Security approved a grant for the
Chatham County Sheriffs Office in the amount of $6,000.  This will be used to purchase
equipment for security of the Canine Unit explosives bunkers and also for a handy-house
to use in training canines.  This will be completely reimbursed by the Georgia Office of
Homeland Security.

Funding:

The money spent will be reimbursed from the Georgia office of Homeland Security
Grant to the Sheriff’s Office.

Alternatives:

1. Provide no matching funds for this purchase.  This would result in the
inability to purchase the needed items.

2. Allow the Sheriff’s Department to Receive said grant money and receive
reimbursements from the Georgia Office of Homeland Security.

Recommendation:

That the Chatham County Commissioners select alternative #2.

==========

8. REQUEST BOARD AFFIRM THE CHAIRMAN’S SIGNATURE FOR THE
AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CHATHAM COUNTY
SUPERIOR COURT DRUG COURT AND THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF
HUMAN RESOURCES.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Odell moved to approve the Chairman’s signature on an amendment to a contract
between the Chatham County Superior Court Drug Court and the Georgia Department of Human
Resources Division of Mental Health addressing minor changes in the wording of the original
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contract approved in July 2006.  Commissioner Kicklighter seconded the motion and it carried
unanimously.    [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]

AGENDA ITEM:  X-8
AGENDA DATE: March 23, 2007

TO: Board of Commissioners

THRU: R. E. Abolt, County Manager

FROM: Fran Arnsdorff, Deputy Superior Court Administrator

ISSUE:  To have the Board of Commissioners affirm the Chairman’s signature for
the amendment to the contract between the Chatham County Superior
Court Drug Court and the Georgia Department of Human Resources.

BACKGROUND:
The original contract between the Drug Court and the DHR’s Division of Mental
Health was approved by the Commission at the meeting held In July 2006.

FACTS & FINDINGS:
1.   The amendment addresses minor changes in the wording of the original
contract only.  The funding level has not been effected.

2.   If the contract amendment is not signed the grant will be terminated.

FUNDING:
No new funding will be required.

ALTERNATIVES:
1.   To affirm the Chairman’s signature on the amendment to the contract between
the Chatham County Superior Court Drug Court and the Georgia Department of
Human Resources.

2.   To not affirm the Chairman’s signature on the amendment to the contract
between the Chatham County Superior Court Drug Court and the Georgia
Department of Human Resources.

POLICY ANALYSIS:
In the past the Board of Commissioners has accepted funding which assisted in
defraying the cost of services.

RECOMMENDATION:
To accept alternative 1.

==========
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9. REQUEST FOR RENEWAL OF SUNDAY SALES OF BEER, WINE AND
LIQUOR POURING LICENSE FOR 2007.  PETITIONER: WILLIAM CHARLES
RHANGOS, JR.,  D/B/A BONNA BELLA YACHT CLUB,  LOCATED AT 2740
LIVINGSTON AVENUE.
[DISTRICT 3.]

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Odell moved to approve the petition of William Charles Rhangos, Jr., d/b/a Bonna
Bella Yacht Club, located at 2740 Livingston Avenue, for renewal of Sunday sales of beer, wine
and liquor pouring license for 2007.  Commissioner Kicklighter seconded the motion and it carried
unanimously.   [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]

AGENDA ITEM:   X-9
      AGENDA DATE: March 23, 2007

TO: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

THROUGH: R.E. ABOLT, COUNTY MANAGER

FROM: GREGORI S. ANDERSON, DIRECTOR OF BUILDING SAFETY AND
REGULATORY SERVICES
WILLIE LOVETT, ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE

ISSUE
Request for renewal of Sunday sales of beer, wine and liquor pouring license for
2007, William Charles Rhangos, Jr.,  d/b/a Bonna Bella Yacht Club,  located at
2740 Livingston Avenue.

BACKGROUND
Mr. Rhangos approval for renewal of Sunday sales of beer, wine and liquor pouring
license in connection with an existing marina and seasonal eating facility within the
marina.

FACTS AND FINDINGS
1. The application was reviewed by the Police Department for compliance of the

applicant and site distance requirements and approved.

2. The returned application was reviewed by Regulatory Services.  The County
Fire Marshall inspected the site for compliance with the commercial kitchen
requirements and approved the facility.

3. The applicant and business meets the requirements of the Chatham County
Alcoholic Beverage and Sunday sales Ordinance.
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4. The applicant has been notified in writing of the date and time of the hearing.

RECOMMENDATION
The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department and Building Safety
recommend approval.

District 3

==========

10. REQUEST BOARD APPROVAL TO AWARD BIDS AS FOLLOWS: (Please
note that new purchase thresholds of $10,000 or more have been
enacted; however, contracts and change orders of a lesser amount still
will appear).

ITEM DEPT. SOURCE AMOUN
T

FUNDING

A.  Amendment to the
contract for Insurance
Agent/Broker Services with
Palmer & Cay to change the
name

Finance Wachovia
Insurance
Services, Inc.

N/A N/A

B.  Change Order No. 1 to the
Engineering Services contract
for Westlake RR
Undercrossing at Perimeter
Road Box Culvert Project for
cost related delays in
obtaining a temporary
construction easement from
Hunter Army Airfield

SPLOST HDR Engineering,
Inc.

$22,137 SPLOST (1998-
2002) -
Westlake
Drainage
Project

C.  Five (5) replacement
vehicles

CNT •Fairway of
Savannah
•J. C. Lewis of
Savannah

$91,450 CIP - Fleet
Replacements

D. Construction of the
concrete pads and walls at
the Wilmington Island Drop
Off Center

Solid
Waste

Pine Valley
Concrete Co., Inc.

$120,56
7

Solid Waste 
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Commissioner Odell moved to approve Items 10-A, 10-C, and 10-D.  Commissioner Kicklighter
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas
were not present.]

Chairman Liakakis said, okay, let’s go on 10-B now.  

Commissioner Odell said, Mr. Chairman, I had asked that that be pulled and if I could just get Mr.
Abolt’s attention.  County Manager Abolt said, I’m sorry.  I was looking for Mr. Bungard.
Commissioner Odell said, yes sir.  We pulled 10-B, and 10-B is a change order for the Westlake
Drainage Project, which is in my district.  County Manager Abolt said, yes sir.  Commissioner
Odell said, for the members who diligently watch this program —  I mean, watch it moreso than
Days of Our Lives —, can you for those diligent watchers tell what this change order will do?
County Manager Abolt said, this expands our ability to deal with a very serious drainage problem.
You have led you’ve led the charge on this.  Engineering staff has responded.  Essentially they
are solving a long-standing drainage problem in the Westlake area.

Commissioner Odell said, Mr. Chairman, I’m so pleased by this I move that we approve it.
Commissioner Kicklighter said, second.

Chairman Liakakis said, okay, we have a motion on the floor and a second to approve Item 10-B.
Let’s go on the board.  The motion carried unanimously.  [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and
Thomas were not present.]   Commissioner Odell said, now we’ll see how many people call me
and ask me about it.  Chairman Liakakis said, the motion passes.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

a. Commissioner Odell moved to approve Items 10-A, 10-C and 10-D.  Commissioner Kicklighter
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas
were not present.]

b. Commissioner Odell moved to approve Item 10-B.  Commissioner Kicklighter seconded the
motion and it carried unanimously.    [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not
present.]

==========
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XI. FIRST READINGS

Proposed changes to ordinances must be read or presented in written form at two meetings held not

less than one week apart.  A vote on the following listed matters will occur at the next regularly scheduled

meeting.

On first reading, presentation by MPC staff and discussion only by Commissioners will be heard.

Comments, discussion and debate from members of the public will be received only at the meeting at

which a vote is to be taken on one of the following listed items.

1. THE PETITIONER COTTONTOP ASSOCIATES LLC, AGENT (FOR J. CORDE
WILSON) IS REQUESTING REZONING AT FORT ARGYLE ROAD FROM AN
R-A-W-T CLASSIFICATION TO A PDR-SM CLASSIFICATION.  THE MPC
RECOMMENDED APPROVAL.
MPC FILE NO. Z-090126-33968-1
[DISTRICT 7.]

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Chairman Liakakis read this item into the record as the first reading.

 AGENDA ITEM:   X1-1
 AGENDA DATE: March 9, 2007

TO: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

THRU: R. E. ABOLT, COUNTY MANAGER

FROM: THOMAS L. THOMSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LEGAL NOTICE/AGENDA HEADING:

The petitioner Cottontop Associates LLC, Agent (for J. Corde Wilson) is
requesting rezoning at Fort Argyle Road from an R-A-W-T classification to a
PDR-SM classification.  The MPC recommended approval.
MPC File No. Z-070126-33968-1

ISSUE:   At issue is the requested rezoning of a 154.5 acre tract of land from an
existing R-A-W-T (Residential-Agriculture, Wireless overlay) zoning classification
to a PDR-SM (Planned Development Reclamation-Surface Mining) zoning
classification.

BACKGROUND:   The petitioner is requesting rezoning to allow the site to be used
for surface mining (borrow pit).  A reuse plan has been submitted illustrating
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eventual residential use of the property and the borrow pit becoming an amenity
feature (lake).

FACTS AND FINDINGS:

1. Public Notice:   As required, written notification of the request was sent to all
property owners within 200 feet of the subject property on February 9, 2007.

2. Site:   The site contains approximately 154.5 acres of which 47.7 acres are
classified as wetlands. The proposed borrow site comprises 13.9 acres.  The
site is currently undeveloped.  Adjacent land uses and zoning include:

Location Land Use Zoning

North Undeveloped/Silviculture PUD[1]

East Undeveloped R-A[2]

South Undeveloped/Scattered Residential R-A

West Undeveloped R-A

[1] PUD  - Planned Unit Development

[2] R-A  - Residential Agriculture

3. Zoning History:   Although the proposed project site has little zoning history, the
immediate area has been subject to numerous zoning changes in recent years.
The area continues to transition from a largely undeveloped, rural setting to one
of planned communities, including New Hampstead and Belford.  These large
PUD projects are examples of the emerging development trend in the area.

4. Existing R-A-W-T Zoning District:

a. Intent of the R-A-W-T District:   According to the Zoning Ordinance, the
purpose of the R-A-W-T district is to “...protect those rural areas within the
urban expansion areas of the county for future urban development, and to
protect certain rural highway roadside areas against strip development which
can lead to traffic congestion, traffic hazards, and roadside blight.”  Further-
more, the intent of the W-T overlay is to “...permit the development in rural
areas of a single commercial wireless telecommunications monopole tower
or digital television tower where there are large tract of undeveloped R-A
zoned properties and where commercial rezoning would be inappropriate.”
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b. Allowed Uses:   The uses allowed within the R-A district appear in the
attached chart.

c. Development Standards: The development standards for the R-A district
appear in the attached table (Table 1).

5. Proposed PDR-SM Zoning District:

a. Intent of the PDR-SM District: According to the Zoning Ordinance, the
purpose of the PDR-SM district is to “...permit the filling and/or surface
mining of land in a manner which insures that the operation of such activity
does not adversely affect the ecology, or the use and enjoyment of
surrounding properties, and that upon a timely completion of such activity,
the site is permanently established as either an inert landfill or a lake in such
a manner so as to render the property aesthetically compatible with
surrounding uses and in a safe condition.”

b. Allowed Uses: The uses allowed in the PDR-SM district appear in the
attached chart.

c. Development Standards:   The development standards for the PDR-SM
district appear in the attached table (Table 1).

6. Land Use Element:   Land Use Element:   The Chatham County
Comprehensive Plan  Future Land Use Map designates the subject property as
an amenity community.  Approval of the zoning map amendment would be
consistent with the Future Land Use Map.

7. Transportation Network:   The property is accessed from Fort Argyle Road
(State Route 204), a two lane roadway designated a secondary arterial roadway
on the Street Classification Map of Chatham County.  The 2004 traffic count for
Fort Argyle Road from John Carter Road to Interstate 95 was 7,000 vehicles per
day.  The site is presently not served by the Chatham County Area Transit
Authority.

8. Public Services and Facilities:   The property is served by the Metropolitan
Police Department and the Southside Fire Department.  Public water and sewer
services are currently unavailable.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses that would create traffic volumes,
noise level, odor, airborne particulate matter, visual blight, reduce light or
increased density of development that would adversely impact the livability or
quality of life in the surrounding neighborhood?
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Yes     No  X  

2. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses that would adversely impact
adjacent and nearby properties by rendering such properties less desirable and
therefore less marketable for the type of development permitted under the
current zoning?

Yes     No  X  

3. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses that would generate a type or mix
of vehicular traffic on a street or highway that is incompatible with the type of
land use development along such street or highway?

Yes     No  X  

4. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses that would generate greater traffic
volumes at vehicular access points and cross streets than is generated by uses
permitted under the current zoning district to the detriment of maintaining
acceptable or current volume capacity (V/C) ratio for the streets that provide
vehicular access to the proposed zoning district and adjacent and nearby
properties?

Yes     No  X   

5. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses or scale of development that would
require a greater level of public services such as drainage facilities, utilities, or
safety services above that required for uses permitted under the current zoning
district such that the provision of these services will create financial burden to
the public?

Yes     No  X   

6. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses or scale of development that would
adversely impact the improvement or development of adjacent and nearby
properties in accordance with existing zoning regulations and development
controls deemed necessary to maintain the stability and livability of the
surrounding neighborhood?

Yes     No  X   

7. Will the proposed zoning district permit development that is inconsistent with the
comprehensive land use plan?

Yes     No  X   
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ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve the petitioner’s request to rezone the property from a R-A-W-T
classification to a PDR-SM classification.

2. Deny the petitioner’s request.

POLICY ANALYSIS:

The proposed rezoning is consistent with Chatham County’s Future Land Use Plan
and will, in the future, provide an amenity feature for the eventual development of
the area with residential uses.

RECOMMENDATION:   The MPC and Director of Building Safety and
Regulatory Services recommend Approval of the request to rezone the subject
property from an R-A-W-T classification to a PDR-SM classification.

PREPARED BY:    Jim Hansen, AICP, Director
 Development Services

February 6, 2007

                  Gregori Anderson, Director                      
BUILDING SAFETY AND REGULATORY SERVICES

Petition of Cottontop Associates LLC,
MPC File No. Z-070123-33968-1

MPC recommends that the following described property be rezoned from its present
R-A-W-T classification to a PDR-SM classification.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Starting at a point located on the centerline of Fort Argyle Road, approximately 2381
feet south of its intersection with the centerline of Pintail Drive, thence proceeding
in a northerly direction along a line North 69 degrees 38 minutes 30 seconds East
a distance of approximately 824 feet to a point, thence along a line South 80
degrees 35 minutes 10 seconds East a distance of approximately 605 feet to a
point, thence along a line North 48  degrees 03 minutes 40 seconds East a distance
of approximately 3406 feet to a point, thence southeasterly along a line South 45
degrees 53 minutes 39 seconds East a distance of approximately 995 feet to a
point, thence continuing in a southeasterly direction along a line South 39 degrees
27 minutes 50 seconds East a distance of approximately 584 feet to a point, thence



FRIDAY MARCH 23 2007

47

in a southerly direction along a line South 57 degrees 38 minutes 27 seconds West
for a distance of approximately 2624 feet to a point, thence in a southwesterly
direction along a line South 26 degrees 05 minutes 08 seconds West a distance of
approximately 520 feet to a point, thence easterly along a line South 42 degrees 26
minutes 23 seconds East a distance of approximately 450 feet to a point, thence
southwesterly along a line South 46 degrees 21 minutes 50 seconds West a
distance of approximately 1156 feet to a point on the centerline of Fort Argyle Road,
thence westerly along the centerline of Fort Argyle Road a distance of
approximately 1440 feet to a point, thence northerly along a line North 35 degrees
35 minutes 26 seconds East a distance of approximately 213 feet to a point, thence
westerly along a line North 54 degrees 14 minutes 48 seconds West for a distance
of approximately 208 feet to a point, thence southerly along a line South 35 degrees
55 minutes 22 seconds West a distance of approximately 206 feet to a point on the
centerline of Fort Argyle Road, thence westerly along the centerline of Fort Argyle
Road a distance of approximately 982 feet back to the point of beginning.  

The property is further identified by the Property Identification Number as follows:

P.I.N.  1-1049-02-002

==========

XII.  SECOND READINGS

1. THE PETITIONER, JAMIE CSIZMADIA, AGENT (FOR KERN-COLEMAN &
CO.), IS REQUESTING REZONING AT 653 LITTLE NECK ROAD FROM AN
R-A (RESIDENTIAL-AGRICULTURE) ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO A PUD-
M-6 (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT MULTIFAMILY, 6 UNITS PER ACRE)
CLASSIFICATION.  THE MPC RECOMMENDED APPROVAL.
MPC FILE NO. Z-070123-32398-1
[DISTRICT 7.]

Commissioner Kicklighter said, Mr. Chairman, if I may ask if there’s anyone in the audience that
opposes this.  If not, I make a motion to approve.  Commissioner Odell said, second.

Chairman Liakakis said, all right, we have a motion on the floor and a second to approve.  Let’s
go on the board.  The motion carried unanimously.  [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas
were not present.]
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ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Kicklighter moved to approve the petition of Jamie Csizmadia, Agent (for Kern-
Coleman & Co.), requesting rezoning at 653 Little Neck Road from an R-A (Residential-
Agriculture) zoning classification to a PUD-M-6 (Planned Unit Development Multifamily, 6 units
per acre) classification.  Commissioner Odell the motion and it carried unanimously.  [NOTE:
Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not present.]

 AGENDA ITEM:   X1-1 
 AGENDA DATE: March 9, 2007 

 AGENDA ITEM:   X11-1
 AGENDA DATE: March 9, 2007

TO: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

THRU: R. E. ABOLT, COUNTY MANAGER

FROM: THOMAS L. THOMSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LEGAL NOTICE/AGENDA HEADING:

The petitioner, Jamie Csizmadia, Agent (for Kern-Coleman & Co.,) is
requesting rezoning at 653 Little Neck Road from an R-A (Residential-
Agriculture) zoning classification to a PUD-M-6 (Planned Unit Development
Multifamily, 6 units per acre) classification.
The MPC recommended Approval.   MPC File No. Z-070123-32398-1

ISSUE:

Rezoning from an R-A (Residential - Agriculture) classification to a PUD-M-6
(Planned Unit Development-Residential – 6 units per net acre) classification.

FACTS AND FINDINGS:

1. Public Notice:   All property owners located within 200 feet of the petitioned
site(s) were notified of the rezoning petition.

2. Site:   The subject property is 137.8 acres in size and is located on the west side
of Little Neck Road approximately 400 feet west of Henderson Oaks Drive.  The
site is vacant, with the exception of two single family houses and several
accessory structures to be removed from the site.
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3. The petitioner requests that the site be rezoned to a PUD-M-6 zoning
classification in order to develop conventional single family detached houses
and single family attached and semi-attached townhomes.  The adjacent land
uses and zoning districts surrounding the subject property include:

   Location Land Use Zoning

   North Single Family R-A
Vacant Land R-A

   South Vacant Land R-A

   East Little Neck Road R-A
Vacant Land R-A

   West Single Family PUD-C[1]
Golf Course PUD-C

   [1] PUD-C - Planned Unit Development - Community

4. Zoning History/Existing Development Pattern:   The site has been zoned R-A
since zoning was adopted by Chatham County in 1962.  There have been no
zoning changes in the general area within the last 25 years with the exception
of the western adjacent property which was rezoned to its current PUD-C
(Planned Unit Development Community) classification in 1993 (MPC File
Number Z-93-10415-C).

On August 8, 2005, the City of Savannah annexed approximately 4,500 acres
of land west of Interstate 95 between Little Neck Road and Fort Argyle Road.
These properties were rezoned to their current PUD classification on October
27, 2005 in conjunction with the adoption of the New Hampstead PUD
ordinance.  The New Hampstead development is approximately 3.7 miles from
the petitioned site and reflects the trend for development and redevelopment in
this area of Chatham County.

5. Existing R-A Zoning District:

a. Intent of the R-A District:   According to the Zoning Ordinance, the purpose
of the R-A district is to “protect those rural areas within the urban expansion
areas of the county for future urban development, and to protect certain rural
highway roadside areas against strip development which can lead to traffic
congestion, traffic hazards, and roadside blight.”

b. Allowed Uses:   The uses allowed within the R-A district appear in the
attached chart.
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c. Development Standards: The development standards for the R-A district
appear in the attached table (Table 1).

6. Proposed PUD-M-6 Zoning District:

a. Intent of the PUD-M-6 District: The Zoning Ordinance does not provide an
intent for this district.  However, the definition states that under this district,
various types of residential uses shall be permitted with an overall net density
not to exceed 6 units per net acre.

b. Allowed Uses:   Multi-family dwellings, including townhomes, apartments,
condominiums, two-family dwellings, single family semi-detached dwellings,
single detached dwellings, and some business uses under certain conditions.

c. Development Standards:   The development standards for the PUD-M-6
district vary depending upon the type of development.  For instance, single
family detached residential must be developed in accordance with the R-1
(Single Family Residential) district standards.  Duplexes must be developed
in accordance with R-2-A (Two Family Residential) district standards.

7. Land Use Element:   Land Use Element:   The Chatham County
Comprehensive Plan  Future Land Use Map designates the subject property as
an amenity community.  Approval of the zoning map amendment would be
consistent with the Future Land Use Map.

8. Transportation Network:   The property is accessed from Little Neck Road, a
two lane public road.  According to the Street Classification Map, Little Neck
Road is classified as a collector roadway.  The 2004 average daily traffic count
for Little Neck Road from U.S. Highway 17 South (Ogeechee Road) to Interstate
95 was 2,300 vehicles.

9. Public Services and Facilities:   The site is served by Metropolitan police, City
fire protection and by City water and sewer.  The subject site is presently not
served by the Chatham Area Transit Authority.  The nearest bus stop is located
at the intersection of Little Neck Road and Al Henderson Boulevard which is
approximately 3,825 feet south of the site.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses that would create traffic volumes,
noise level, odor, airborne particulate matter, visual blight, reduce light or
increased density of development that would adversely impact the livability or
quality of life in the surrounding neighborhood?

Yes     No     
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2. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses that would adversely impact
adjacent and nearby properties by rendering such properties less desirable and
therefore less marketable for the type of development permitted under the
current zoning?

Yes     No     

3. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses that would generate a type or mix
of vehicular traffic on a street or highway that is incompatible with the type of
land use development along such street or highway?

Yes     No     

4. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses that would generate greater traffic
volumes at vehicular access points and cross streets than is generated by uses
permitted under the current zoning district to the detriment of maintaining
acceptable or current volume capacity (V/C) ratio for the streets that provide
vehicular access to the proposed zoning district and adjacent and nearby
properties?

Yes     No     

5. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses or scale of development that would
require a greater level of public services such as drainage facilities, utilities, or
safety services above that required for uses permitted under the current zoning
district such that the provision of these services will create financial burden to
the public?

Yes     No     

6. Will the proposed zoning district permit uses or scale of development that would
adversely impact the improvement or development of adjacent and nearby
properties in accordance with existing zoning regulations and development
controls deemed necessary to maintain the stability and livability of the
surrounding neighborhood?

Yes     No     

7. Will the proposed zoning district permit development that is inconsistent with the
comprehensive land use plan?

Yes     No     
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ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve the petitioner’s request to rezone the property from an R-A
classification to a PUD-M-6 classification.

2. Deny the petitioner’s request.

POLICY ANALYSIS:

The proposed rezoning is consistent with Chatham County’s Future Land Use Plan.
The proposed P-R-3-6 classification would provide conventional single family
development as well as low to medium density single family attached and semi-
attached residential housing opportunities that would be compatible with the zoning
pattern in the general area and would not adversely impact properties within the
general area.

RECOMMENDATION:   The MPC and Director of Building Safety and
Regulatory Services recommend Approval to rezone the property from an R-A
(Residential – Agriculture) classification to a PUD-M-6 (Planned Unit
Development Multi Family - 6 units per net acre).

PREPARED BY:    Jim Hansen, AICP, Director
 Development Services

February 6, 2007

                  Gregori Anderson, Director                      
BUILDING SAFETY AND REGULATORY SERVICES

MPC File No. Z-070123-32398-1

MPC recommends that the following described property be rezoned from its present
R-A (Residential Agricultural) to a PUD-M-6 (Planned Unit Development Multifamily
6 units per acre) classification.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Starting at a point located at the intersection of the centerline of Little Neck Road
and Zipperer Drive the proceeding in a northerly direction along the centerline of
Little Neck Road a distance of approximately 1778 feet to its intersection with an
unnamed canal, said point being the point of beginning, thence in a southwesterly
direction along said unnamed canal a distance of approximately 1483 feet to a
point, thence northerly along a line North 42 degrees 23 minutes West a distance
of approximately 1123 feet to a point, thence in an easterly direction along a line
North 54 degrees 11 minutes East a distance of approximately 1490 feet to a point
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on the centerline of Little Neck Road, thence southerly along the centerline of Little
Neck Road back to the point of beginning.

The property is further identified by the Property Identification Number as follows:

P.I.N. 1-1028 -01-003, 004A, 004B, 031, 032, 033, 034

==========

2. A DELETION TO THE CHATHAM COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE SECTION
7-3(I)(4) SIGNS PAINTED ON BUILDINGS.  THE MPC RECOMMENDED
APPROVAL.
MPC FILE NO. Z-061229-86690-1
TEXT AMENDMENT

Chairman Liakakis said, you have information concerning this particular item.  Mr. County
Manager, did you want to comment on it?

Commissioner Kicklighter said, motion to approve.  Commissioner Stone said, second.
Commissioner Gellatly said, second.

Chairman Liakakis said, we have a motion on the floor and a second to approve.  Let’s go on the
board.  The motion carried unanimously. [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not
present.]

Chairman Liakakis recognized Commissioner Stone.

Commissioner Stone said, I’m grateful that this passed.  I think it’s something that needed to be
done and I’m glad that it got the support that it needed.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Kicklighter moved to amend the Chatham County Zoning Ordinance by deleting
Section 7-3(I)(4), Signs Painted on Buildings.  Commissioners Stone and Gellatly seconded the
motion and it carried unanimously.   [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and Thomas were not
present.]
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 AGENDA ITEM:   X1-2 
 AGENDA DATE: March 9, 2007 

 AGENDA ITEM:   X11-2
 AGENDA DATE: March 9, 2007

TO: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

THRU: R. E. ABOLT, COUNTY MANAGER

FROM: THOMAS L. THOMSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LEGAL NOTICE/AGENDA HEADING:

A deletion to the Chatham County Zoning Ordinance Section 7-3(i)(4) Signs painted
on buildings.  The MPC recommended approval.   MPC File No. Z-061229-86690-1

Issue:

This text amendment proposes to delete Section 7-3(i)(4) Signs Painted on
Buildings.  This section currently requires that any sign painted on a building be
approved by the Metropolitan Planning Commission.

Background:

This section was adopted along with the original Chatham County sign ordinance
in the 1980s.  This ordinance was based on the City of Savannah Sign Ordinance
already in existence at the time.  Historically, painting signs on buildings was an
accepted practice.  Today, this type of signage is much less prevalent and occurs
mostly in areas where painted signs already exist.  

County zoning enforcement officers do refer people seeking permits for this type of
signage to the MPC for approval.  However, many businesses in the County have
signs that are painted on the building that were not approved by the MPC.  These
are cases in which the sign has been installed without a permit from the City as well.
This section of the ordinance is enforced on a complaint driven basis with the
person in violation given the choice of removing the painted sign or seeking MPC
approval.

Findings:

1. Signs that are painted on buildings are more affordable than permanent signs
that are affixed to a building.  This type of sign is typically requested by new
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business owners who are just starting out and who cannot afford a permanent
sign.

2. Currently, signs that are painted on buildings must adhere to the same sign area
and permit requirements as permanent signs.

3. The current ordinance requires that the following conditions be met in order for
the MPC Board to approve a painted sign:

a. The sign meets all standards and regulations for fascia signs.

b. The sign complements the architectural features of the facade upon which
the sign is located in terms of style, color, design, location, etc.

c. The sign is located and applied to the facade of a building in a manner that
permits removal or painting over, without defacing, obscuring or otherwise
leaving an unsightly appearance.

These conditions are relatively easy to meet.  In addition, Condition b is much
more restrictive than the standards for permanent signs.  Most fascia signs in
Chatham County are not reviewed by MPC staff as long as the sign area
requirements are met.

4. Typically, MPC staff does not review signage for an existing building.  The
primary exception is for development within PUD districts which do not
specifically provide sign standards.  MPC staff review of these signs would
remain unchanged whether the sign is permanent or painted.

5. In the County, the review fee for sign plans is $155.  Some sign plan reviews
can take a good deal of time.  Additional expenses include sending meeting
notification letters to adjacent property owners, when necessary, and the time
and resources used to prepare the staff report for the meeting packages.

Alternatives:

1. Approve the proposed text amendment.

2. Deny the proposed text amendment.

Policy Analysis:

Deleting this section of the sign ordinance would eliminate unnecessary time spent
by the Metropolitan Planning Commission staff and Board and would also
streamline the sign permit process without compromising the sign standards
required for all development.  In addition, this text amendment does not amend the
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requirement for painted signs to receive a permit from Building Safety and
Regulatory Services.

RECOMMENDATION: The MPC and Director of Building Safety and Regulatory
Services recommend APPROVAL OF THE DELETION OF Section 7-3(I)(4) of the
Chatham County Zoning.

PREPARED BY:    Jim Hansen, AICP, Director
 Development Services

February 6, 2007

                  Gregori Anderson, Director                      
BUILDING SAFETY AND REGULATORY SERVICES

File No. Z-061229-86690-1

Delete Section 7–3(I)(4) Signs painted on buildings as follows:

REPEAL

Sec. 7-3(I)(4) Signs painted on buildings.

Principal use fascia signs may be painted directly to the signable area of a building
subject to the approval of the MPC provided such painted sign meets the following
conditions:

a. The sign meets all standards and regulations for fascia signs.

b. The sign complements the architectural features of the facade upon which
the sign is located in terms of style, color, design, location, etc.

c. The sign is located and applied to the facade of a building in a manner that
permits removal or painting over, without defacing, obscuring or otherwise
leaving an unsightly appearance.

==========

XIII.  INFORMATION ITEMS

1. PROGRESS  REPORT ON GENERAL FUND CONTINGENCY ACCOUNT -
M&O AND THE SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT (SEE ATTACHED).
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ACTION OF THE BOARD:

A status report was attached for review.

==========

2. LIST OF PURCHASING ITEMS BETWEEN $2,500 AND $9,999 (SEE
ATTACHED).

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

A status report was attached for review.

AGENDA ITEM:  XIII-2 
AGENDA DATE: March 23, 2007 

List of Purchasing Items between $2,500 and $9,999
That Do Not Require Board Approval

ITEM DEPT. SOURCE AMOUNT FUNDING

150 tons asphalt hot
mix for various road
repairs

Public Works Carroll & Carroll $7,800 SSD - Public Works

200 tons #57 stone for
various road repairs

Public Works Martin Marietta
Aggregates

$3,500 SSD - Public Works

Miscellaneous grinder
repair parts

Solid Waste The Trading
Company

$3,240 Solid Waste Fund

Navigation light bar Mosquito
Control

Ag-Nav, Inc. $2,995 General Fund/M&O
- Mosquito Control

Field survey of corridor
from Southbridge Blvd.
At SR 307 to nearest
I-16 ramp.  Provide
drawing detailing
readily identifiable
information within
corridor

SPLOST Thomas &
Hutton
Engineering

$9,950 SPLOST (1985-
1993) - Southbridge
Blvd.

Purchase and install
228ft of black mesh
vinyl fencing at gate
on east Wahlstrom
side of property

Land Bank Randy’s Fence
Company, Inc.

$6,450 Land Bank
Authority
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Engineering services
for Juvenile Court
modular offices

Juvenile Court Thomas &
Hutton
Engineering

$4,000 CIP - Juvenile Court

200 cubic yards of
cypress wood chips for
Wilmington Island
Park

Parks and
Recreation

Campbell Mulch $3,600 General Fund/M&O
- Parks and
Recreation

28 tons of red infield
conditioner for Charlie
Brooks Complex

Parks and
Recreation

Carolina Green
Athletic Field
Construction

$4,250 General Fund/M&O
- Parks and
Recreation

Remove old dryer and
install new 50lb dryer
and all associated
hookup

Detention
Center

Southeastern
Laundry
Equipment

$3,850 General Fund/M&O
- Detention Center

Cabling for Superior
Court courtroom
(Courtrooms C, D, E,
F, G, H, I, J, and K)

SPLOST Entre Solutions
(MBE)

$7,715 SPLOST (2003-
2008) - Courthouse
Construction

Purchase and install
acoustical wall panels
for the SCMPD 911
communications
center

Police Bonitz of
Georgia

$8,475 •Confiscated Fund -
Police - $8,000
•SSD - Police -
$475

==========

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon motion being made by Commissioner Stone and seconded by Commissioner Kicklighter the
board recessed at 10:45 A.M. to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing
personnel, land acquisition, litigation and legal advice.  [NOTE: Commissioners Farrell and
Thomas were not present.]

Following adjournment of the Executive Session, the meeting of the Board of Commissioners was
reconvened at 11:20 A.M.

==========
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ITEMS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION

1. REQUEST BOARD APPROVE AMENDMENT TO THE HUTCHINSON ISLAND
RIVERWALK DEED (PAT MONAHAN).

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Odell moved to approve a motion to authorize an amendment to the Hutchinson
Island Riverwalk deed.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
 [NOTE: Commissioners Shay, Farrell and Thomas were not present.]

==========

2. APPROVE APPOINTMENT OF SENIOR JUDGE FOR THE MAGISTRATE
COURT.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Odell moved to approve a motion to appoint Robert Barker as the Senior Judge
for the Chatham County Magistrate Court.  Commissioner Holmes seconded the motion and it
carried unanimously.   [NOTE: Commissioners Shay, Farrell and Thomas were not present.]

==========

3. DISCUSSION REGARDING CHATHAM COUNTY, GA. V. 0.083 ACRES OF
LAND IN FEE; 107.25 LINEAR FEET OF ACCESS RIGHTS; 977 SQUARE
FEET OF EASEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF CURBS, TURBO-CLEAN,
INC., ET AL, CIVIL ACTION NO. CV00-0780-MI, TRUMAN PARKWAY, PHASE
III, PROJECT NO. NH-171-1(4), PARCEL NO. 20A (JON HART).

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Holmes moved to approve a motion to authorize settlement of Chatham County,
Ga., v. 0.083 Acres of Land in Fee; 107.25 Linear Feet of Access Rights; 977 Square Feet of
Easement for Construction of Curbs, TURBO-CLEAN, INC., ET AL, Civil Action No. CV00-0780-
MI, Truman Parkway, Phase III, Project No. NH-171-1(4), Parcel No. 20A.  Commissioner Stone
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   [NOTE: Commissioners Shay, Farrell and
Thomas were not present.]

==========
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4. REQUEST BOARD APPROVE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CHAIRMAN
TO EXECUTE AN AFFIDAVIT THAT THE EXECUTIVE SESSION WAS HELD
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT.

ACTION OF THE BOARD:

Commissioner Odell moved to approve a motion to authorize the Chairman to execute an Affidavit
that the Executive Session was held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act.  Commissioner
Stone seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   [NOTE: Commissioners Shay, Farrell,
Kicklighter and Thomas were not present.]

==========

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 11:23 a.m.

============

APPROVED:  THIS                DAY OF                               , 2007

                                                                                                 
PETE LIAKAKIS, CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF              

COMMISSIONERS OF CHATHAM COUNTY, GEORGIA   

                                                                                                 
                     SYBIL E. TILLMAN, CLERK OF COMMISSION


