
2013 was a busy and 
productive year in Chatham 
County, culminating with 
the November passage 
of the Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax.  I 
would personally like to 
thank the citizens of our 
County for their trust 
in our stewardship of 
their SPLOST dollars. 

These are pay as you go 
improvements to our 
infrastructure which keep 
the county out of debt.
2014 will usher in a new era 
of leadership for Chatham 
County.  County Manager 
Russ Abolt will be retiring 
in the first half of the year, 
and the search firm we have 
retained is currently looking 
for his replacement.

Now is perhaps the most 
appropriate time to reflect 
on some of the highlights 
of Russ Abolt’s tenure – 
26 years as our County 
Manager. 
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http://www.chathamcounty.org/Government/BoardofCommissioners/CommissionDistrictMaps.aspx

Al Scott, Chairman

Federal, State & Local Level:
2014 promises to be a major election year for the 
State of Georgia with candidates vying for the 
following seats on the federal, state and local 
level:  U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives, 
Governor, Lt. Governor, Secretary of State, Attor-
ney General, Commissioner of Agriculture, Insur-
ance and Safety Fire Commissioner, State School 
Superintendent, Commissioner of Labor, Public 
Service Commission, State Senate, State House of 
Representatives,  Board of Education President, 
4th School Board District, 5th School Board District, 
6th School Board District, 8th School Board District, 
Superior Court Judges (2), Recorders Court Judges 
(2) and the Board of Elections.

Garden City: 
March 18, 2014
Garden City will have a Special Election on March 18, 
2014 to fill a vacant position in the 1st Council Dis-
trict.  The Voter Registration deadline is February 18, 

2014.   Early voting will be held February 24, 2014 – 
March 14, 2014 at the Voter Registration Office, 1117 
Eisenhower Dr., Suite E, Savannah, GA  31406.

Federal Primary & Runoff: 
May 20, 2014
The Federal Primary will be held on May 20, 2014.  
The Voter Registration deadline will be April 21, 
2014.  UOCAVA/Absentee ballot mail outs begin 
on April 1, 2014 – May 16, 2014.  In-Person absen-
tee voting will begin on April 28, 2014 – May 16, 
2014.  Saturday Voting will be May 10, 2014 from 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm.  

July 22, 2014
The Federal Primary Runoff will be held on July 22, 
2014. UOCAVA/Absentee mail out begins June 7, 
2014 – July 18, 2014.  In person voting begins June 
30, 2014 – July 18, 2014.  Saturday Voting will be 
July 12, 2014 from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.  

Voting information for 
State of Georgia

CHATHAM COUNTY VOTER  
REGISTRATION OFFICE 

1117 Eisenhower Drive Suite E, 

Savannah, GA 31406

MAIL: P.O. Box 13757, 

Savannah, GA 31416

PHONE: 912-790-1520 

FAX 912-790-1519

Email: voter@chathamcounty.org

Website: http://voter.chathamcounty.org

Election Calendar 2014 Election Event Dates:
FEDERAL ELECTION

ELECTION VOTER REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE

ELECTION DATE

Special Election (to fill vacancies) February 18, 2014 March 18, 2014

Special Election Runoff Date February 18, 2014 April 15, 2014

Federal Primary Election
(to fill vacancies and propose questions)

April 21, 2014 May 20, 2014

Federal Primary Runoff Date April 21, 2014 July 22, 2014

General Election
(to fill vacancies and propose questions)

October 6, 2014 November 4, 2014

Federal General Runoff Date October 6, 2014 January 6, 2015

STATE ELECTION
ELECTION VOTER REGISTRATION 

DEADLINE
ELECTION DATE

Special Election (to fill vacancies) February 18, 2014 March 18, 2014

Special Election Runoff Date February 18, 2014 April 15, 2014

Primary Election
(to fill vacancies and propose questions)

June 16, 2014 July 15, 2014

Primary Runoff Date June 16, 2014 August 5, 2014

General Election
(to fill vacancies and propose questions)

October 6, 2014 November 4, 2014

General Runoff Date October 6, 2014 December 2, 2014

Continued on next page...
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2014.  Saturday Voting will be May 10, 2014 from 
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Over the July 4th weekend we were 
reminded how vulnerable Chatham 
County is to the destructive force of a 
hurricane. Thankfully, Hurricane Ar-
thur stayed way off our coast, but the 
threat of a storm is always present dur-
ing Hurricane Season. While Chatham 
County and Coastal Georgia have not 
been directly affected by a hurricane 
for quite some time we must always 
remember to have our hurricane plans 
in place should a disaster strike. His-
tory teaches that a lack of hurricane 

awareness and preparation are com-
mon threads among all major hurricane 
disasters. By knowing your vulnerabili-
ties and what actions you should take, 
you can reduce the effects of a hurricane 
disaster. Thanks to Clayton Scott and 
the CEMA staff for this edition of the 
Chatham County Connection. They 
have provided the necessary informa-
tion to prepare yourself, your family 
and your home. 

Since 1979, when Hurricane David 
made landfall as a minimal hurricane, 
Chatham County has been spared 
from the destructive force of a hurri-
cane. Even though it was classified as a 
“minimal hurricane” with winds right 
at 60 mph, it tore down trees and pow-
er lines. Many residents were without 
power for over two weeks. We were 
spared massive destruction when Hur-
ricanes Hugo and Floyd, both powerful 
Category 5 storms, turned away from 
our shores only to strike further north. 
Even with Hurricane Arthur staying 
out to sea, a feeling of complacency is 
the worst fear among CEMA and other 
public safety officials. If you think 

because of our location we’re safe from 
hurricanes, think again. The fact is hur-
ricanes have hit this area before and 
one will hit us again. 

Now is the time to make your plans 
and to use the information that CEMA 
has provided. Know what to take and 
where you will go if we need to evacu-
ate. Make an inventory of your belong-
ings and vital documents. If you need 
transport or medical assistance contact 
the Chatham County Health Depart-
ment about the Functional/Medical 
Needs Registry. Don’t forget your pets 
as you make your plans.

Because of the uncertainty of the 
weather and unpredictability of tropi-
cal systems, making your plans now 
will save you time and effort should we 
find ourselves in harm’s way. Hurri-
canes and tropical storms are the threats 
that come from living in this beautiful 
coastal area, and hopefully we’ll be able 
to enjoy the rest of our summer. Once 
again I would like to thank Clayton 
Scott and the CEMA staff for providing 
this valuable information.

Hygiene Supplies

•	 bar soap
•	 tissues
•	 floss
•	 baby shampoo
•	 hand lotion
•	 sunscreen
•	 toothpaste
•	 toothbrushes
•	 feminine hygiene pads
•	 comb
•	 toilet paper
•	 wash cloths

General Supplies

•	 glow sticks (12 hrs)
•	 flashlight
•	 liquid candle
•	 matchbooks
•	 mylar blankets
•	 hand warmers

•	 AM/FM radio
•	 whistle and lanyard
•	 sewing kit
•	 blank notebook
•	 pencils
•	 batteries (for flashlight 
and radio)

•	 zip ties
•	 P-38 can opener
•	 trash bads
•	 N95 dust masks
•	 duct tape
•	 small tarp
•	 paracord
•	 safety goggles
•	 work gloves

First Aid Supplies

•	 basic first-aid guide
•	 moist towelettes
•	 antiseptic towelettes
•	 latex gloves

•	 acetaminphen (Tylenol)
•	 aspirin
•	 diphenhydramine 
(Benedryl)

•	 loperamide 
(Immodium A-D)

•	 burn cream
•	 sting relief towelettes
•	 hydrocortisone cream
•	 earplugs
•	 instant ice pack
•	 tweezers
•	 nail clippers
•	 scissors
•	 digital thermometer
•	 cotton balls
•	 waterproof adhesive 

tape
•	 gauze rolls
•	 gauze pads
•	 moleskin
•	 band-aids
•	 butterfly bandages

•	 ace bandage
•	 triangular bandage
•	 hand sanitizer
•	 Q-tips

Pet Supplies

•	 collar
•	 leash
•	 medical and 

vaccination records
•	 food, water, treats, toys

Five Gallon  
Emergency Kit

Organizing your kit:

Building your Five Gallon 
Emergency Kit can Help you 
Save Money and Help you 

Survive a Disaster

A kit should always 
be tailored to what’s 
likely to happen in 
your area and your 

family’s needs.
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Join the Team
Learn how to take care 
of yourself and your 
family immediately after 
a disaster before first 
responders arrive.

“…the greatest good for the 
greatest number…” 

Community Emergency Response Team  •  Sign up today!
912-201-4500  •  www.ChathamEmergency.org

•	 Disaster Preparedness
•	 Fire Suppression
•	 Disaster Medical Operations 

•	 Light Search and Rescue 
•	 Incident Command Structure 

•	 Disaster Psychology
•	 Terrorism

The CERT program is coordinated through the Chatham Emergency Management Agency

CERT volunteers are needed to 
provide support to local agencies 
and to help with large scale 
emergencies.

What you will learn

Training takes about 20 hours.
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DID YOU KNOW...

• 	There is a good chance that your 
neighborhood will be on it’s own 
during the early stages following a 
catastrophic disaster.

• 	After a catastrophic disaster, citizens 
will volunteer to help. Without 
proper training, these people can 
expose themselves to potential 
injury and even death.

• 	Experience has shown that basic 
training in disaster survival and 
rescue skills improves the ability of 
citizens to survive until responders 
or other assistance arrives.

•	 Preparedness Fairs

•	 Emergency Operations Center Support 

•	 Damage Assessment Team Members 

•	 CERT Instructors

•	 Community Outreach 

•	 Shelter Assistance 

•	 Exercise Support Staff

•	 Chatham County Hurricane 	
Conference Support

•	 Identify and anticipate hazards
• 	Identify and reduce fire hazards in your home and 
workplace

•	 Apply techniques for opening airways, controlling 
bleeding, and treating for shock

• 	Assist emergency responders

• 	Help reduce survivor stress
•	 Employ basic treatments for various wounds
•	 Identify planning and size-up requirements for 
potential search and rescue situations

• 	Use safe techniques for debris removal and victim 
extraction

Hands-on Training Takes You Out of the Classroom!

What Chatham County CERTs Are Doing in your Community:

CERT is a 
free program 
that helps 
train people 
to be better 
prepared to 
respond to 
emergency 
situations 
in their 
communities.
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Now that hurricane season has 
started, we are being reminded to 
get our kits in order and prepare our 
homes.  CEMA would like to remind 
you to prepare your vehicles too. 

If you’ve fallen behind on your 
maintenance, now is a good time to 
get caught up.  Ask your mechanic 
to look over the car as if you were 
leaving to go on a very long road trip, 
where you will spend hours stuck in 
traffic.  Anyone remember Hurricane 
Floyd?   Have your shop look over 
the air-conditioning system, radiator, 
spare tire and your belts.  Do this now 
so you’ll have time to fix anything that 
comes up.

Leave room in your trunk for a tool 
box for emergency repairs that may 
be needed on the road.  Even if you’re 
not skilled at repairs, some items will 
come in handy.  We’ve listed a few 
items to get you started. Visit Ready.
gov for a more extensive list.

•	 Antifreeze/Coolant
•	 Fix-A-Flat or Tire Repair Kit
•	 Gas Can
•	 Pair of Gloves
•	 Jumper Cables
•	 Radiator Leak Repair Kit
•	 Road Flares

While you’re getting important per-
sonal documents in order, don’t forget 
about your vehicle information.  You 
should locate your registration, title, 
insurance policies and any factory or 
extended warranties for your vehicle.  In 
the event you need to evacuate, be sure 
to take them with you.  If a breakdown 
happens away from home you may be 
able to obtain repairs from other dealers.

Speak with your insurance agent 
about the coverage on your vehicle.  
Basic auto liability policies do not cover 

damage to your car caused by wind, hail, 
flood, hurricane or any similar natural 
disaster.  Most comprehensive policies 
will afford you that coverage.  Read 
your comprehensive policy carefully 
to see if hurricane damage is excluded.  
Ask about gap coverage if your vehicle 
isn’t paid off.  This will cover the differ-
ence between what you owe on the car 

loan and what your car is worth, in the 
event of a total loss.  Get your insurance 
in order now to avoid federally man-
dated waiting periods.  Check with your 
agent for more information.

Getting these tasks done ahead of 
time will reduce stress when a hurricane 
is knocking at our door.  

A Reminder: Prepare Your Vehicles


